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INTRODUCTION 

This is an Oral History of a very dear friend of mine, Abigail 
Kahanu Kailimai. When our small family moved to the Big Island, 
and she and her husband David befriended us and through their 
valiant efforts my husband was baptized into the church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints. THis was a great blessing to us. 
I'm sorry that this oral history gives only a brief little glimpse 
into Abbie's life. There is so much not said. SHe has done the 
Lord's work above and beyond the call. She has taught lessons on 
a moments notice, baked pies, taken food to those in need, called 
upon the sick, given rides, scrubbed dishes, mopped floors, fed 
missionaries, made Hawaiian quilts, led every type of choir, 
organized by the spirit every needful thing, and raised a loving 
family. She supported her husband in all his endeavors and 
brought cheer and comfort to the down trodden, and there is still 
so much that has been left off. Her testimony of the Gospel is in 
her words, actions and deeds. 

Because this is an Oral History, very little had been altered. It 
is a conversation with as much left out, by the giggles you can 
not hear, and the intonations of love and concern that also can 
not be heard. I was not able to interview Abbie face to face but 
sent her questions a month or two before the actual interview. 
The first part of the interview is being conducted by Kahanu 
Kailimai who is Abbie's granddaughter by her son Castle Kailimai 
and his wife Etta. The remainder of the interview is conducted by 
her daughter Gail Kailimai who is my best friend on the face of 
the earth. This whole paper had been a pure gift and has brought 
great joy to me and I hope to Abbie and her family. So to 
Castle's Family, Wesley, Gail, Jay, Maydel, and all their 
posterity, Mahalo. 

This transcript contains one interview of Abigail Kailimai. She 
was interviewed by various people on April 6, 1997 in her home in 
Honomu. Student Oral History Secretaries carried out various 
processes: Candice Nozaki did the transcribing and Noreen Orta 
completed the auditing, editing, and final assembly. *[0H-234]" 
and other such notations tell the reader that an interview of that 
number has been completed with that individual and is on file in 
the Oral History collection at BYU-Hawaii. 

William K. Wallace, Director 
Oral History Program 
Brigham Young University-Hawaii 

Laie, Hawai'i 
July 1, 1997 
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Side A 

INT Aloha, I am Kahanu interviewing my grandmother Abigail Kahanu Kailimai, 
on April 6, 1997 at her home in Honomu in her room. So grandma, what is 
your full name, where were you born, and on what date? 

AK My full name is Abigail Kahanu Kailimai. I was born on January the fourth, 
nineteen fifteen at Hakalau Hawaii on the Big Island. 

INT Were you born in Kakalau or Wailea? 

AK Hakalau. 

INT Hakalau down by the mill on the other side of the road, right? 

AK Up, up the road when you know... 

INT Chin Chuck. 

AK Going up to Chin Chuck. 

INT Oh in your home that grandpa guys were living in at the time? 

AK That's right. 

INT Who were your parents and who were their parents? 

AK Okay, My father's name is William Hoapili Kailimai, his father's name is 
Samuel Kailimai his mother's name is Kauahi Kanakaloloa and my mother's 
name is Maryanne Akana and her father's name is James Awana Akana her, 
mother's name is Maryanne Kahuinaha Kaliekulahalemanohaili. 



INT Where were your parents from? 

AK Ah my mother was born in Waiohinu Ka'u, my dad was born in Kahua 
Pepeekeo. 

INT Where were your grandparents from? 

AK The were both from Ka'u. 

INT Your maternal grandparents and your paternal grandparents? 

AK Paternal grandparents Kahua Pepeekeo. 

INT What school did you attend in your lifetime? 

AK Oh I attended the Hakalau Elementary School, Hilo Junior High School, Hilo 
High School and then went to Honolulu to attend the Phillips Commercial 
School for two years. 

INT So you graduated from high school and then... 

AK Right. 

INT Continued on to the college at that time. What degree did you seek after, 
at that Phillips Commercial School? 

AK Ah, a clerical or stenographic career. 

INT Were you in any programs or athletics at school? 

AK No I was not. Although I loved sports but I was not in any school team like 
basketball or volleyball. 

INT Were you in any clubs? 

AK Yes, I was in the Chinese club here at the high school. 



INT What did the Chinese club do? What kind of childhood home and family 
memories do you have that stand out in your mind as a child? 

AK When the fairs [came they] would take us to the fair and I'd go with my dad 
on some of his fishing trips where he goes net throwing or pole fishing. 

INT Now what would you do during those times? Would, were you in the back 
or were you with him, was he teaching you? When he went fishing? 

AK No he wasn't teaching me I just went along with him and I just sat there 
and just watched when he did his fishing with his pole. 

INT Where did he go fishing the most? 

AK Right down the beach, just...[below our house]. 

INT What is one of your childhood church memories? 

AK My sister was primary president, my oldest sister, she was primary 
president and I would go with her to primary. And at the age of twelve, I 
was a primary secretary, that was the first church position that I 
remember holding. And there were at times I'd assist her with being the 
chorister in primary. 

INT From the time you were twelve you were all ready directing choir? 

AK Not choir but the primary children. 

INT So directing. All ready. How many brothers and sisters do you have and 
how many were at home with you when you were growing up? 

AK Oh there were three brothers and two sisters but during my early 
childhood there was just the one sister that was at home for just a year 
or so because she went off to a school. In Honolulu. 

INT Which sister? 

AK That was my older sister Rose. 



INT Who were the people that have impressed you as a child? That made a 
difference in your life as a child or that were maybe your role models or 
examples growing up? 

AK Oh there was a relative, a cousin of mine who was our primary president, 
and I can remember her teaching us in class, and she had a way of teaching 
the lessons she would sort of make the characters in the lessons live and 
become alive because she was such a good teacher and I wanted to become 
a good teacher like her. 

INT What did she teach? 

AK Book of Mormon stories. Beautiful stories all primary...whatever we had in 
Primary. 

INT What do you remember being your favorite story that she taught you? 

AK I liked Book of Mormon stories, I liked the Book of Mormon stories the way 
she, the way she taught it. 

INT How did she teach it? 

AK Well like I said earlier she'd teach a lesson and the way she taught it 
made those characters alive as if they were right there as she talked 
about them. 

INT When did you get into trouble? 

AK I never once did get into trouble I don't remember ever getting into 
trouble. 

INT Yeah, never, never got scolding? 

AK Never got into trouble. Oh I've gotten scolding for being disobedient at 
times I'm sure, but I never got into trouble. 

INT What is trouble? 



AK Never, ever remember getting into trouble. The trouble I'm thinking of. 

INT What was your favorite place to go on the Big Island? 

AK My favorite place to go...I like going to the beach because as a child [all 
fred] not always, but as often as I could, I go along with my dad down to 
the beach as he'd go fishing, so I like to, I really like going to the beach 
and I knew our family always went to the beach for picnics. 

INT What about the Big Island do you love? And what have made this place 
your home? 

AK Well I was bom and raised here and although I as a child I went to Oahu 
because you had to go to the Temple, but the Big Island was always home 
to me, and I just liked everything about the Big Island and I knew there 
were times when the volcano would erupt where we'd run up with [GOLO] 
to see the volcano while it was erupting. It's not like running away from 
the volcano but going up to see the action, the eruption. 

INT Can you describe to me one of the scenes you saw of the volcano erupting 
that was impressive to you? 

AK Once I cannot remember the year but ah, we ah, lava fountains were so 
high so awesome, destructive I guess, but beautiful, really beautiful. 

INT I've never seen that really close, up close, I've only seen flowing down. 

AK Yeah, we'd get so close that you can go and put a little, some coins, and 
with a long stick you could go and twirl it in the lava and then I don't 
know how they do it, but we brought some of these home where they'll pull 
that portion off when it cools, and then you take it home and there's your 
nickel, and your dime, or your coin kind of imbedded in this piece of lava 
rock. 

INT Oh wow that sounds fun. Ok, who was your best friend? 

AK A cousin who lived close by, she's a year older than me. We became very, 
very close. 



INT Who was that? 

AK That was Clara [Ohumukini]. That's her maiden name. 

INT Aunty Clara. Okay, moving on to a later section in your life when were you 
married? And who did you marry? 

AK I was married right on my birthday, January the fourth, nineteen thirty-
six when I became twenty-one years old. 

INT Why were you married on your birthday, twenty-one years old? 

AK I don't know for some reason I didn't want to get married before I was 
twenty-one. I just wanted to get married when I was twenty-one. And so 
that's when I got married. 

INT So how old were you when you first started dating grandpa? 

AK When I was seventeen. 

INT You were seventeen? So you made grandpa wait? 

AK Four years! 

INT Four Years! 

AK Four years. 

INT Did he ever propose to you before then? 

AK Oh yes. 

INT Will you tell me about that? But you obviously told him no earlier. 

AK So I told him I didn't want to get married until I was twenty-one. And he 
waited. I was twenty-one and when I was twenty-one I got married on my 
birthday. 



INT Too funny. Where was your wedding and what was your reception like? 

AK My wedding was right here. Right here not exactly on the spot that this 
home is built on. Our family home was just a little in the back of this 
home that we are living in now, and we got married by an Elder Brown who 
was a missionary at that time on our area. 

INT And your reception? 

AK Oh we had a good Hawaiian Luau and all our relatives were here, and just 
relatives and close friends. 

INT Getting on to our main part of the Interview which is about the church. 
What was the church like for you, at different stages in your life? 

AK Well when I was attending the elementary school we had to come at 
Hakalau. That's the next town to where I live now. We had to come after 
school, come to Honomu, which is about like two or three miles from 
school, to Honomu where we had Primary and we had to walk all the way 
after school, come to Honomu and then come to Primary in the late 
afternoon. 

INT How long did it take you to walk from Hakalau to Honomu? 

AK Oh gee, oh maybe about half an hour... 

INT And what day of the week was...? 

AK That's Friday and it was on Friday after school. 

INT What was the structure of church, compared to today when you were a 
chi ld? 

AK Well, after this time that I am speaking of coming to Primary, we didn't 
have a chapel at that time, so we met in the building, and a store building 
that was not used as a store at that time. And so the church had their 
meetings in there until the chapel was built we met in that building. 



8 

INT What kind of meetings did you have on Sunday? 

AK Sunday school and general meetings, two times, Sunday School in the 
morning and you'd go home and come back in the evening. 

INT About what time? 

AK Ten o'clock in the morning. 

INT And then you would go home? 

AK Then you would go home after Sunday School and then you would come back 
for an evening meeting. 

INT And what was the evening meeting? 

AK It's like our Sacrament meeting today but we called it General Meeting at 
that time. 

INT And that the sacrament was also served in Sunday School. 

AK Yes, well, sacrament was also served in Sunday School. 

INT Then you had twice a day? You had sacrament. 

AK I think sacrament was served in Sunday School not in the General Meeting. 

INT Okay, when do you remember the structure of church changing, from having 
those three separate meetings at three different times, to coming more 
together, to having it on one day. 

AK Ah... 

INT And how did you feel about that? 

AK When we'd meet here in Honomu I know we had those two meetings, you'd 
come in the morning and go to Sunday School and then you'd go back home 
then you'd come back in the evening and then you would reach the General 



Meeting and then we were consolidated and sent into meet with the 
Kilauea group in Hilo, and I think it was then that we would have the two 
meetings together. 

INT And Primary was still on a separate day? 

AK Primary was on a separate day, after school. 

INT Did you get out of school early to go to primary? When do you remember 
Honomu Branch becoming Honomu Branch? When did you folks move out of 
Kilauea? 

AK Honomu Branch was already Honomu Branch before we moved into Kilauea, 
and we were there for a few years, and then they sent us back here to , 
back to Honomu, still as a Branch. 

INT Who was the first Bishop of Branch President? Do you remember? 

AK When we returned back here the first Branch President at that time was 
Brother John Sakamaki who is now our Stake President. He was our first 
Branch President when we returned back... 

INT So how were you, when you were, when Honomu Branch returned back? 
About? 

AK I think it was in the 1980's. I can't remember exactly what date, but it 
was in the 1980 something. 

INT What kind of positions have you held in the church? 

AK Well, guess I've held almost every position that a sister in the church can 
hold in Primary, Relief Society, Sunday School. 

INT What about that one position that you... 

AK And then I was also Branch Clerk. 

INT Wow! 
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AK And that was way back in, in the 1930's. I was Branch Clerk for a few 
years. 

INT What were the responsibilities of a Branch Clerk? 

AK Working with the membership, dates that they came in to from, into the 
Branch, and baptisms, writing out baptism certificates, whatever a branch 
clerk does. At that time they allowed, there were two sisters in our 
district that held that position as with our husbands, were the Branch 
Presidents and we were allowed to be Branch Clerks, but that was just for 
a few years. 

INT So you held that position for a few years? Wow is there no women... 

AK I held that position for like about...about three years I think... 

INT Cause there are no women Branch Clerk anymore... 

AK No that's a Priesthood calling... 

INT Priesthood position now...wow that's cool. Do you remember what the 
Young Women Program was like when you were in it? 

AK Ah, yes. It was not like Young Women Program now. Young mens it was 
MIA...Mutual Improvement Association and of course we had the young 
women and the young men...it was very exciting, the programs in those 
days, because we did a lot of things. I'm sure its exciting now for those 
who are in the YW and YM program, but for me during that MIA period it 
was really exiting. Dancing...speaking, storytelling, its not debate. The 
MIA program has speech, dancing, music and athletics so...what do they 
call that? We'd have these contests where, oh golly...cannot remember. I 
know we'd go to Maui into contests, Hilo would win the basketball 
tournaments and Hilo would win the speech. 

INT And various islands would come and participate in this contest on Maui or 
is it just Big Island and Hilo? 
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AK Well because we had a big conference over there and we all went over 
there...you see the contest here is amongst our Branches and then the 
winner from this district goes at that time. We went to Maui because 
there was a big conference there, and then we'd have the contest there. 

INT Okay 

AK Interest ing. 

INT Why? 

AK Because then we get to meet our members from other islands. 

INT And how would you get to Maui? 

AK At that time I think we rode the plane. 

INT Okay...can you share with me one of your experiences as being Relief 
Society either Branch President or Relief Society Stake President? 

AK Yes, I was a Relief Society...before we became a Stake. We were a district 
so that means the district included the whole island and so if we had to go 
and visit a branch out at Kona, and we lived here in Hilo area, we had to 
travel that whole length of time, go over to Kona to visit that one Branch. 
And as Relief Society District President my counselors and I would travel 
the whole island. We'd travel the whole island, in fact, we went visiting 
teaching throughout the whole island almost very Relief Society home. We 
missed few homes and we took time off for few months to make it a point 
to go and visit every home, every Relief Society home, on the island. We 
weren't able to get to every home, we missed several but we did most of 
the homes. 

INT Who were your counselors? 

AK Well, when I was Relief Society District President, my first counselor 
was Beatrice Bertelman, my second counselor was Annie Laukea. 

INT Have you ever gone to a General Conference? 
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AK Yes, I've gone to General Conference...even when I was a district Relief 
Society President and then I was a District Relief Society President for 
several years then I moved, taken out of the Relief Society Presidency and 
I was made Primary District President for a couple of years. And I moved 
to Honolulu for a year and when I returned back from Honolulu in 1968 
[1969] I was put in as Stake Relief Society President, at that time we 
were already a Stake. So I was put in as Stake Relief Society President 
and I attended Genera! Conference. 

INT When did you take out your own endowments? 

AK In 1947..July 18, 1947. 

INT How was that? 

AK That was the most exciting time of my life. 

INT How did you have to prepare yourself for that? 

AK Well, for one thing you have to pay your tithing and take care of all of your 
assignments, live as righteously as you can and make yourself Temple 
worthy. 

INT Did you go with anyone? 

AK Yes, both David and I went along with several other couples and families. 
In fact, we chartered a plane to Honolulu to Laie, to Honolulu, and at that 
time I think we had like about eight or ten different families going all at 
once....that's including our children. 

INT Who do you remember being there from your own family as you went 
through the Temple? 

AK There was my sister who lived in Honolulu, Florence Chun, she was there 
when we went in for the first time, from my family, I think she was the 
only family member that was there when we went in for our first 
endowment. 
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INT Did grandpa and you get sealed on that day? 

AK Yes, we got sealed that day...that's July 18th. Then we had our children 
sealed to us on July 19th. 

INT By that time how many children did you have? 

AK Two sons. 

INT And they went with you and were sealed to you? 

AK That's right. Castle and Wesley. 

[New Interviewer] 

INT This is April 6th and I am interviewing Abbie Kahanu Kailimai for and in 
behalf of Carol Helekunihi of Laie. Abbie when were you baptized? 

AK I was baptized on my birthday January 4th when I was eight years old in 
1923. My father baptize me. 

INT What branch did you belong to at the time? 

AK Honomu Branch. 

INT And who was the Branch President at the time? 

AK I think it was David Kalani Sr. 

INT Can you recall how large your membership of the branch was when you 
were baptized? 

AK I think fifty or sixty people. 

INT During this time how was the church operating...did they have Branch 
Presidents, with First and Second counselors? 

AK We had a Branch Presidents, counselors. 
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INT Were the meetings like we have them today with three hour block? 

AK No they were just two meetings. As a child I can remember going to our 
meetings...were two meetings held together and later on in my youth there 
were two separate meetings. Sunday School in the morning and go home 
and you come back for what we call the General Meeting in the evening. 

INT You mentioned about how church was held you had two meetings a morning 
meeting and then a general meeting and everyone would gather together. 
Do you remember or do you remember people telling you about how church 
was operating before you were a child? 

AK Yeah, I remember my parents mentioning that meetings that were held 
even before I was born were held in the homes, of members homes, like my 
grandfather Samuel Kailimai. He was a branch president and it was held in 
his home down in Kahua, Pepeekeo. And so the meetings...then there were 
no chapels, and so the home meetings were held in different members 
homes. 

INT I once remember you telling me about how your uncle David Keola Kailimai, 
when he was part of the church operation...when he lived, what were the 
things that he did to help the church in Hawaii? 

AK Well he was what I would call a trouble shooter. Anytime there was some 
kind of trouble in the branch, he would be asked by, I guess, the District 
President, to go out and try to see what he can do to help that Branch with 
their problem. 

INT Can you tell us more about Uncle David Keola Kailimai and what he would 
do as part of the operations for the Church? 

AK Well, like I said, he would be sent out to go into these different branches, 
if there was some kind of 'pilikia' some kind of trouble that he could be of 
some help he would go to those branches and try to help them solve their 
problems. Whatever the problems were...misunderstanding amongst the 
branch officers or whoever the...he would go out to 'paipai' them and 
encourage them to see what they could do to better themselves and to 
solve the problems. 
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INT Now, what does 'paipai' mean? 

AK 'Paipai' means to go and encourage, to help and encourage. 

INT What are some of the other things that he'd do besides go into different 
branches on this island to help them work problems out? 

AK He would also be sent out to do missionary work and so throughout this 
whole island he did missionary work...throughout this whole island with 
different companions. And he was sent to do missionary work, to Maui to 
Moloka'i, to Kaua'i, and I know that when he was on Maui he had his Ford 
Model T with him. And when the visiting authorities would come he would 
take them around on his Ford car. 

INT We're going to move from David Keola Kailimai and come back to him later. 
I'm going to talk about what life was like on the Big Island during World 
War II. What did you do to during World War II? 

AK Well during World War II we lived in Pauuilo the Hamakua District. I was 
working for the Selective Service as Clerk and I worked there for...from 
1941 to 1945. As the Selective Service Clerk I would boys would come in 
and register and then we'd interview them so that they could be inducted 
into the service. 

INT And there was another name other than Selective Service what was that? 

AK Was the... 

INT Ok 

AK After Board. 

INT Did you have any children during the war? 

AK Oh yes. There were two boys that were with us and when I was working at 
the Draft board these two boys were in Pre-school right there in Honoka'a 
at the Catholic church and they would catch the bus and come back from 
school and of course we had a Japanese girl, a maid who worked for us and 
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she would take care of them until I got back from work which would be 
like just an hour or so after the boys got home. 

INT During this time what job did your husband have? 

AK Oh my husband was a superintendent for the Hamakua Mill Plantation and 
what he would do was to repair homes, build roads do all the construction 
type of work for the Plantation and I know during the war years we were 
fortunate that it was hard to get milk and butter but the manager who he 
worked for was able to give us butter and milk and so we were just 
fortunate that we had that help. 

INT Did the war affect his job at all? 

AK No the work went on. Of course we had to black out our windows and .. 

INT Black out your windows means that, what did you have to do? 

AK Well we had to use this thick tar paper that they put on the outside of the 
windows and at night you'd have to close your windows or blinds down and 
it's all blackened so that the light inside of the house could not be seen on 
the outside. 

INT What was that for? 

AK Well because the war was on if they'd see the light. Anything could 
happen. Enemy planes could be flying overhead or... 

INT Did your husband belong to the military or join the military during the 
war? 

AK Well he...in the plantation they had what was called the Home Guard and he 
belonged to that. 

INT Did he have a uniform? 

AK They had a uniform that looked like the National Guard khaki uniform. 



17 

INT Would they train? 

AK They had their, they had their drills, they had their meetings right there in 
the plantation gym. They'd go there and get their training, and their 
meetings and instructions. I don't exactly know who came to train them 
whether it was from the military, or they got their training from the 
National Guard but they went through some training. 

INT Did they carry weapons? 

AK I don't know if they carried weapons. 

INT Was there a large group of men belonged to the Home Guard? 

AK There was quite a number of them, exactly how much I don't know. 

INT Did they all belong to the Plantation? Did they all work for the 
Plantat ion? 

AK They all worked for the Plantation. 

INT So was this Home Guard created as an aid to the Big Island to help with 
the defense by the Plantation? Was it created by the Plantation or by the 
workers themselves? 

AK I think it was created by the Plantation and possibly under suggestion 
from the military maybe, I don't know. 

INT How long did you live in Pauuilo? 

AK We lived there from 1941 until 1946 a latter part of 1946. 

INT And why did you move? 

AK Well David felt like he wanted to try something different other than just 
being in the Plantation. So we decided to move back to Hilo. He wanted to 
get into construction business of his own. 
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INT So when you left Pauuilo the war was over right? 

AK Yes. 

INT Okay, so were you still needed as a member of the Draft Board or the 
Selective Services? 

AK No when we left Pauuilo I didn't work. 

INT Where did you go when you left Pauuilo? 

AK We moved back to Hilo and then David started his construction business 
and I worked for him as his secretary. 

INT What kind of construction business did he have? 

AK Building home, building driveways, things like that. 

INT Did he have workers for you, for the company? 

AK Yes they built homes, they took painting contracts, they were times when 
they'd have to do driveways. He had about ten, ten men working for him. 

INT And you said you worked for him as a secretary or clerk. Did you have 
anybody else work with you to help you to get by? 

AK I had a helper. I had an assistant clerk work with me. For the time that 
we had this construction business, this operation. 

INT What was her name? 

AK Harriet Spaulding. 

INT And where did she live? 

AK Oh she lived in Keaukaha in Hilo. 
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INT Was this business, did it make money or were you struggling or was it 
enough to live on? 

AK No we weren't struggling. It did make some money and it was a good 
l ivel ihood. 

INT How long did he work at this business before he moved on to some other 
interest or career. 

AK I think he had this business on for just two years and then he went to 
work for the Territory of Hawaii as a roadman. 

INT As a what? 

AK As a roadman. 

INT And what did a ro... 

AK That's in the Engineering Department at the Territory. 

INT Oh. 

AK Highway. Territory. 

INT Was he that sounds like he was part of a surveying crew. 

AK That's right that's just what he did. 

INT Okay, was he a roadman for long? 

AK He was a roadman for, for I think about a year and then he went to work 
for the Works Progress Administration, doing the same type of work in the 
Engineering Department also. 

INT And when...did he go on to another job? 

AK And then he left the Work Progress Administration and he went to work 
for the State Highway as an inspector. 
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INT What year was that? Do you remember. Well it would have to be after 
1949. I mean 1959 so...by then did you have more children? 

AK Yes I had three...three other children. A daughter, a son, and then another 
daughter. 

INT He went to work for the State you said? 

AK State Highway. 

INT As what? 

AK As an inspector. 

INT And what did he do as an inspector? 

AK Go to different job sites and inspect if they were building a bridge, 
inspect the work on the bridge, or if they're paving a road or whatever 
there were doing he just goes and inspects the job. 

INT Did he ever go to school to become part of the engineering program? 

AK No, he didn't even graduate from the eight grade. He never went to school, 
but his was a...just learning on the job. I forgot to mention that after a 
short break after he worked for the Works Progress Administration, he..his 
friend Moses Serrao, who was a Church member, told him that there was 
an opening in the State Highway for an inspector and told him to go and 
apply for that, and so David did, and was able to get that job. 

INT He worked as an inspector on the highway. How many years did he work 
approximately? He started in.... 

AK He worked for about thirty years then he retired. 

INT And he worked as a Highway Inspector the whole time? 

AK As a Highway Inspector, they must have a...that's right, Highway Inspector. 
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INT I remember hearing that there were sometimes men who had gone to 
college and had these degrees and certificates of engineering, that they 
would often times go to David to make sure what they were doing was 
correct. 

AK That's right he...There were times that his boss would come on to the 
project and instead of going to these men, who just came out of school 
with degrees, he would go to David because of David's long experience 
with work in the state highway. He would go to David and talk to him and 
not to the boys who just came out of college with their degrees. 

INT As a worker on the state highways was he ever used for...did they ever ask 
him to use his expertise to help build things anywhere else other than on 
this island? 

AK Well there was a time that the State Highway from Hilo sent men from 
Hilo to go and work on the H1 Highway in Honolulu. And there were about 
six men who were transferred from this island on to Honolulu to work on 
the H-1 Program and a Brother Mosses Serrao was one of those men along 
with David, who went to work in Honolulu. 

INT Okay, what did you do, did you find a job when you moved back to Hilo from 
Pauuilo or or did that end your career, out of the home? 

AK After living in Pauuilo, going back into...returning back to Hilo. I did some 
work for the country but I just worked for about a year and then I didn't 
work after that. 

INT Getting back to Pauuilo, while you were living in Pauuilo in 1946 there 
was a natural disaster that occurred in Laupahoehoe? Can you tell us 
about the natural disaster? 

AK Well in April 1, of 1946, there was a tsunami or tidal wave. Boys who 
worked with David was coming home, was coming back to Pauuilo to work 
that morning and they didn't get to work at the time. They should have 
been there and so a call came from them later on in the morning. I think it 
must have been about like seven o'clock when they called and said they'd 
be late at work because there was a flood down at Laupahoehoe and of 
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AK Yeah, we'd go to the beach, we'd take the boys out to a, bring them into 
town to do shopping, and if there was some kind of...like a circus that 
came into town, we would take them to the circus. We also like I 
said...we'd go to the beach. We always went camping, always took our 
children out for camping, but they'd like to be out on the beach and they 
just loved camping. 

INT Now when the boys were...when you were living in the Pauuilo, the boys 
were young, did, I understand your husband was a fisherman. Did he start 
to teach the boys how to fish at a young age or did he wait till they were 
older? 

AK No he waited until they were older. He didn't teach them when they were 
that young, but when they were older then he took his boys out with him 
and he taught them how to fish and they became good spearsmen. Not so 
much with pole fishing but more diving and spearing. 

INT At this point in your life was David active in the church? 

AK No sad to say he was not active in church although he didn't stop me from 
going to church. I went to church. But he was not active. When there was 
any type of church activity he supported me in those activities. 

INT Did he let you take the boys or would he... 

AK Oh yes. I took the boys with me to church anytime I went to any church 
activity or on Sunday's the boys went along with me. 

INT And at that time what Branch did you attend? 

AK Honoka'a Branch. 

INT Do you remember who the Branch President was then? 

AK The Branch President at that time was Brother Kealoha. John Kealoha. 
He was the Branch President at that time. 

INT John Kealoha is that the father of Lydia Cerridon and Irene Tripp? 
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AK That's right, it's their father. 

INT Oh, okay...so he was a branch president then. Do you remember who was 
Relief Society President? 

AK I think the Relief Society President was sister Piilani Needham. 

INT Piilani Needham. Okay, did you hold any positions at that time when you 
were living in Pauuilo and going to Honoka'a branch? 

AK Yes I was the chorister for the Branch. I taught Sunday School. (Think of 
all the positions I held). 

INT When you went to church there today they have a nursery. What did the 
two boys attend while you did, were you in Sunday School? What kind of 
meeting did they have? 

AK Well they went to pre-school at Honoka'a. 

INT During church, during your church hours. What did they attend, what kind 
of an organization was created for the two boys while you were teaching 
Sunday school? 

AK In those days they didn't have Primary like they have primary now in the 
mornings and so they just went to a I don't think they had a nursery at 
that time either they were just about four and three when we moved to 
Pauuilo and I just took them to class with me. 

INT Oh okay. Did you have a lot of friends who wer members or non-members 
when you lived in Pauuilo? Were there a lot of Mormons who lived there at 
that time? 

AK Right in Pauuilo there were just a few members who were living thre, just 
two families right in Pauuilo where we lived and can't remember any 
other family. There the Travis family, (Huluupukaiau) and there was 
this...David's brother Albert and his family. They were members of the 
church. Albert Keamo and his family they were the only two families that 
I knew who were church members. Oh yes there was another family a 



25 

Brother (KawahiPaolo) and another sister and I can't remember her name 
and so there was one, two, three, four families besides us who were 
members of the church right in that area. 

INT Okay, let's go back to when you went to...moved to Hilo. Now where did you 
live when you moved to Hilo from Pauuilo? 

AK We lived at Keaukaha with my mother... 

INT And... 

AK With my parents. 

INT Where in Keaukaha? Do you remember the address? 

AK 80 Kahuhane Street. 

INT Okay, that's in the Kaaukaha Hawaiian Homestead Land. 

AK That's right. 

INT And did you stay in that home with her for a long time or did you 
eventually get into your own home? 

AK I stayed with her for...we, we...l lived with my parents for about nine or 
ten months and then we moved here to Honomu in 1947. We moved out of 
Pauuilo in mid or late 1946. 

INT And so while you were building this home. 

AK We lived with my parents and when the home was finished we moved in 
here to Honomu. 

INT How long did it take to build the home and who built it? 

AK David was in construction business so he and his men built this home. 

INT When you moved out to Honomu was there a Branch in existence? 
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AK There was. There was a Branch in existence here. We had a chapel down in 
Honomu. 

INT Ok, we're at about 1947 when you moved into your home in Honomu. Can 
you tell us about the church organization on this island and in this area 
during that time? 

AK We were a District at that time the whole Island was a...the whole island 
was a District with no Stake, so naturally there was no Wards and so 
there were Branches and right here in this area was a Honomu Branch and 
further to the North was the Kihalani Branch and goin on further Honoka'a 
branch and then...before Honoka'a branch was the Kalopa Branch and then 
Honokaa Branch and then there was a Branch In Kohala and on to Kona there 
were little Branches out at Kohala. There was one at Keei. I can't 
remember the other one. Then going on further towards the volcano area 
there was once out at Ka'u Branch at Waiohinu, Ka'u and then coming on in 
towards Hilo there was one at Olaa. There is an Olaa Branch, and then of 
course the Kukuau Branch in Hilo. And also the Keaukaha Branch, and that's 
the whole district. And of course coming in towards...coming back 
towards the Honomu Branch, there's also a branch between the Honomu 
Branch and the Kukuau Branch...the Aleiamai Branch. 

INT Do you remember who was your Branch President or any other persons who 
held postions in Honomu? 

AK Brother Simpson Kahikina was the Branch President when we moved back 
here to Honomu and Nancy Kalani was the Relief Society President. 

INT When you moved here to Honomu was the Branch membership large, do you 
know just about how many people attended church then? 

AK Not very large I think there were just, there were about forty people. 

INT And did they all reside in the Honomu area? 

AK They resided in the Honomu area and the little towns next to the Honomu 
area like (Kakaaou, Hina) Nlnoole. 
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INT How far did it go towards Laupahoehoe and then towards Papaikou? 

AK Laupahoehoe, several miles away from Honomu, also Kaleiomai was 
several miles away from Honomu towards the Hilo side of the Honomu. 

INT So the membership of Honomu included up to, maybe just to where Ninoole 
is and then to Pepeeko? 

AK That's right. 

INT Now that we are talking about church activity, can you recall as far back 
as you can your first memory of church involvement for you. 

AK Yes I remember going to Laie with my parents to the dedication of the Laie 
Temple in 1919. I was just four years old then, but I remember going over 
on the boat from Hilo to Honolulu and then riding the train all the way 
down to Laie and we stayed with members there at Laie. I can't remember 
their names but I know there were sand dunes here and there in the Laie 
area. And I remember going into the Temple and going into this room with 
children and I think that was when all the primary children were asked to 
be there in a conference of a Dedicatorial Program of some sort. And I 
also remember being sealed to my parents at that time because I asked my 
mom, "were we in a room with low chest like thing with daddy on one side 
and you were on the other side?" And my mom said that's right, so I 
remembered that we were sealed. Also I was told that my Uncle David 
Keola Kailimai gave one of the prayers at that Dedicatorial Service in the 
Temple. 

INT Has your family been active in the church for a long time? 

AK Oh yes, our family been active in the church for a long time and when I say 
family I mean my parents, my uncle, David Keola Kailimai, and other 
members of our family. We've been active in the church and we also took 
part in all of the programs that the church offered us. I can remember 
enjoying the MIA program especially having getting together with, getting 
into contests, singing, debating, all of the kind of activities that the 
church offers. Now we don't have any of these contests, like we use to 
before but we really enjoyed that. The Branches all got together and 
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that's how we got to meet other members of the District. 

INT Your husband's activity in church. He was inactive for awhile. 

AK He was inactive for quite some time, and when we left Pauuilo in 1946 to 
return to Hilo. That was one of the reasons why we left because he felt 
like he wanted to get back into church and when we moved back and stayed 
in Hilo for about a year he began attending Keaukaha Branch and then we 
moved back here to Honomu he also went to church and then in 1947 in 
July we went to the Temple and got our two sons our two older children 
sealed to us. 

INT And from that time on was he active in church? 

AK And from that time on he was active in church. 

INT Did he hold a lot of positions? 

AK He held a position in the MIA in the Hilo District he was President of the 
Young Mens Group and but he also became Branch President of the Honomu 
Branch. 

INT And during the time that he was Branch President, do you remember some 
of the positions you held? 

AK When he was a branch presidentl was Sunday school secretary, I remember 
I was also teaching in Primary and had a position in Relief Society and in 
the MIA Program and oh I also remember being the branch clerk when David 
was Brach president. One of the things that I remember vividly when 
David was Branch President was that during a big Plantation strike, at 
that time President Haycock [B. Arthur] was our Mission President and 
David called President Haycock for help and within the week or so we had 
two truckloads of food and other items that came into Hilo and we brought 
back all of those items to our home, and we distributed all that to all of 
the LDS families in the Plantation and I remember when Plantation 
assistant superintendent came to the home and saw us packaging all of 
these items and he said where did this all come from? Where is this 
going? And David explained to him that the church had a Welfare program 
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and if the membership of the church needed help they would send these 
items out and he was quite amazed that the church would do that for their 
members. 

INT Could you compare your family this day, did you have 'puleohana' with your 
family? And compare it with that of the 'puliohana' when you were a 
chi ld? 

AK Yes we had 'puleohana' of family prayer with my family but I can 
remember that it was not as often as how we use to have it when I was a 
child. My father would have us every night, every night, he would call us 
after dinner, after our homework was all finished for family prayer and 
during that 'puleohana' time or that family prayer time we were taught to 
read from the scriptures in Hawaiian and that's how we learned to read 
Hawaiian. And my dad would have prayers all of the time but in our own 
little family we had our family prayers but not as often as I can remember 
having it when I was a chilld. 

INT Was your dad strict about it and when the time came for 'puleohana who 
would call you to 'puleohana'? 

AK My dad was pretty strict about it and when it was time for our family 
prayer either he or my mom would call us together but you see it was a 
thing we did every night and so we just knew that when our work was 
finished or our lesson was finished, time for prayer. 

INT Okay, did your father have a favorite scripture to read out of or he used 
from any of the four scriptures? 

AK It was mostly from the Bible and it was not just when we got together and 
then we'd just read a little from the Hawaiian Bible but it was every night 
we had to give a little verse and my parents would help us with the verses 
and of course the first child who was asked to give the verse would 
always pick on 'God is Love' because that was a very short and easy to 
remember. 

INT And you'd have to say it in Hawaiian? 
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AK Yes, some of the verses we'd had to say in English and Hawaiian. 

INT So what is 'God is Love' in Hawaiian? 

AK Ahakeokua. 

INT Were all the children in your family baptized, and where? Did you have 
fonts in the chapel at the time? 

AK They were all baptized. I don't remember where my brothers and sister 
were bapitzed but I was baptized right below here in the river. I was 
baptized under the bridge and I know my dad had to baptize me twice. At 
the first time he baptized me part of my foot stuck out of the water and 
so he had to baptize me a second time. 

INT Was it a custom to be baptized in this stream because there was no font? 

AK There was no font and so we either had to go to the beach or to the stream. 

INT Okay. 

AK And also in our family when we became eight years of age, on that exact 
date, we were baptized. 

INT So it was a custom for you to be baptized on your eighth birthday. Did you 
carry on that custom with your children? 

AK Yes I carried on with my children because we just felt like we wanted to 
have our children all baptized when they were eight years of age. And now 
our children continue this tradition of having their children baptized when 
they become eight years of age. I also remember that when we had our 
children blessed it was on the eighth day that we had our children blessed. 
And so we carried that tradition. 

INT Eighth day of their life? 

AK Eight day of their life...right. 



31 

INT You mean eight days after they were born was when they were blessed and 
given their names? 

AK Eight days after they were born they were blessed and given their names 
and... 

INT Can you just tell us some experiences you had in church leadership on this 
island and how the district was when you were a younger adult? 

AK Okay, because the whole island was a district although it was broken up in 
several little area districts like the Hamakua District or a Kona District 
or a Hilo District. We had to travel out to Waimea monthly to attend the 
leadership meeting and then there were times that I know this was in the 
Sunday School Program where I worked as district secretary to William 
Enos. We were sent out when the High Court...District counsels were sent 
out to different branches then we would go along with them we would go 
in pairs and I would remember going with Sister Aina Kekoolani as my 
companion and we would be assigned to different branches and we'd go 
along with the district counselor to these branches under the Sunday 
school program and then when we'd come back we'd have a monthly 
meeting where we made our report as to what happened in the branches so 
we can see whether they are progressing or they need help in their Sunday 
school program. Now this was under the Sunday school. And then holding 
other positions I know when I was a relief society district president, we 
had to travel the whole island to visit the different relief societies and 
that's how we got to know all of the members on the island until we 
became a stake and then we stayed in our own Hilo area. 

INT Your husband, while you were on the district did your husband hold 
positions in the district also or just in the branches? 

AK Well he held postitions in the district. He was I think I might have 
mentioned this earlier. He was an MIA president for the Young Men and 
that was a district position and there were times when he would have to 
go and travel to different branches as a family we went out to go and visit 
different branches. 

INT Did he was he ever on the district presidency? 
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AK He was, he was the first counselor to Brother William Sproat of Kohala, 
and he was the district presidency. 

INT So he would have to travel. Where would their genearl meetings be held, 
did President Sproat come all the way to Hilo? Were there meetings? 
Where was his office? 

AK He would come. Ther were times when they had their meetings in Hilo and 
some times they would have their meetings out at Waimea. It seems like 
we went to Waimea because it seemed like it was a middle area where all 
the district people of the whole island could convene. And so it was 
Waimea that we went to. 

INT Because he was in the district were you able to meet with maybe some 
general authorities that visited? Or did you get to know the mission 
presidencies because of his position? Did you ever hosting as a family in 
your home? 

AK There were times that we hosted David was in the district presidency 
we've had authorities coming in to the district like..of the mission 
president but even long before that when I was a youngster mission 
presidents or visiting authorities would come and they would come and 
stay in the home of the families. Now I remember having visiting 
authorities like E. Wesley Smith, mission president, president Bailiff 
living in our homes because there were no hotels around here and so they 
come out to visit Honomu they have to stay in the homes of the branch 
president's and my father was a branch president at one time and so they'd 
come and stay in our homes or stay in the home of Brother Calabio who 
was branch president prior to my dad being the branch president. When we 
lived in Pauuilo president Castle Murphy came to visit the Hamakua area. 
He brought along with him Apostle Harold B. Lee and they spent two night 
with us in our home and I really enjoyed that because I just loved 
President Lee. He was very good with scriptures. He could just quote 
scriptures after scriptures without going into the books. 

INT Was your husband active then? 
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AK No, David was not active at that time. And I remember coming back from a 
meeting I sat in the back seat of our car with President Murphy and 
Apostle Lee sat in the front seat with David and I told President Murphy, 
what I can do to reactivate David? And he told me, don't push him, let him 
come in on his own steam and those were his exact words. 

INT Oh, gee...so did he come in on his own steam? 

AK Yes and he always said he'd come in on his own steam and in leaps and 
bounds and that is what actually happened. 

INT Okay. 

AK There were many missionaries that came from the mainland that visited 
us in our aread but the one especially that impressed us the most or was 
very influential in my life was President Castle Murphy. He was very 
close to Brother David Keola Kailimai my uncle and their spirits were 
some how so close that there was an experience a time when he was here 
as a missionary and he received delivery he went to the post office this 
morning to get his mail and in the mail it said that he was told to go back 
home to Utah. And so he thought he'd come go to Brother Kailimai and, 
Keola Kailimai and tell him to give him this news that he had to leave and 
go home and as he approached brother Kailimai and he said well Keola I 
just went to I got word to go back to Utah and Brother Keola told him I 
know that you are going to go home "Well how did you know that I just 
came from the post office? Who told you that?" He said, "The spirit." He 
was told the spirit that Brother Murphy was going to go back and you could 
see the close kinship between these two brothers. President, it was 
President Murphy who was able to convince my parents that it was all 
right for me to get married to David. They didn't want me to marry Dave. 
Somehow President Murphy talked with them and then they gave their 
consent and so Dave and I got married. And we, when it was time for us to 
to the temple. President...see Castle Murphy was also first here as a 
missionary and then he was also here as a mission president and he was 
here twice as a mission president then he was also president of the Laie 
Temple and when he was president of the Laie Temple and in 1947, in July 
1947, we were going to Laie to get our endowments and it just happened 
that, well now we could go to the Temple, President Murphy is there and 
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so when we wrote to him he said he had to leave he was ready to go home 
and so we went in July he left in May to go back to the mainland so he was 
not able to be there to be the, do the sealing for us. That's what we 
wanted because he was very close to the family. He was just like...he was 
just like family really, and I know in one of the letters that he wrote to 
us, he mentioned the fact that he looked to us as if we were his own 
children because of that close kinship that he had with Brother David 
Keola Kailimai. 

INT I understand that you were very close with B. Arthur Haycock. 

AK Yes and another close tie we had is with President Arthur Haycock. He 
was here as a missionary and he was here also as the Mission President 
and then also as Temple President of the Laie Temple, of the Hawaii 
Temple and when he was here as a missionary we got very close with him 
because of Brother Keola who was together with the missionaries. 
Everytime the missionaries had something to do in the District they would 
go to Brother Keola and talk with him, get his advise on different families 
and so we got to loved President Haycock when he was here as a 
missionary. We always had the missionaries in our home. We fed them 
and there was just that closeness that we had with him and so throughout 
the years we became very very close and when he came here as a Mission 
President that was the last time we were able to be with President 
Haycock. He returned home and took ill and... 

INT When he was mission president or a temple president? 

AK No, no, no when he was temple president not as mission president. 

INT I know David used to wear hats. Can you tell us about the hats that... 

AK Ah yes, David wanted to, ah, he I don't know. He wore a nice felt hat and 
we tried looking in Hilo for a felt hat and we also looked in Honolulu and 
we couldn't find one and on one of my trips to the mainland I looked and I 
just couldn't find any like the hat that he liked and always wore and when 
President Haycock left Hawaii to go back to the mainland when he finished 
his a here in Hawaii as temple president. David asked him to please look 
for a felt hat for him in Utah somewheres and in two months President 



35 

Haycock sent a hat exactly as the one David had been wearing. 

INT On the hat sits a? 

AK Well there's a Hawaiian pheasant lei that is on the hat now. 

INT So your closeness with several of the missionaries had influenced your 
life as a member of the church? 

AK Yes, it has influenced my life. These missionaries have taught us so much. 
I know when I go to conferences in Salt lake and I remember these 
missionaries and I call them and they are so good to me they take me as 
their Hawaiian mother when they were here on a mission. 

INT I understand that even though David was inactive, you, your home was 
always open to the missionaries. They can come and sleep, eat, wash their 
clothes. Is that true? 

AK That's right. Even if he was inactive he was very good to the 
missionaries, because as a child he traveled with this father. When the 
father went on his trips to Maui, to Kauai, on his missionary trips, he 
would go with his father and so he had a close tie with missionaries and 
although he was inactive certain time of his life still he was very good to 
the missionaries. 

INT During a period of time there were haole [Caucasian] missionaries, and I 
undertand that there were missionaries that specifically were sent to out 
work with the Japanese people, it that true? 

AK We had Japanese missionaries to either Hawaii mission but for awhile 
there they were sent...well the haole missionaries also were sent and 
worked in what we call the Japanese mission. And I can remember two 
Japanese boys Elder Nako and Elder Abo when we, especially when we lived 
in Pauuilo. They would come to the home just drenched all wet and so we 
dry their clothes, give them a new pair of socks and we treated them as if 
they were our own sons. 
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INT I understand that your husband, said that when he came back into the 
church he would come in in leaps and bounds. It seemed to me that all the 
people who talk about him say how he had these visions that if people 
thought big he could come up with the things he could come up with the 
things to carry out those large visions. Can you give us an example of 
those things? 

AK Yes at one time we had this big pioneer outing in the Ka'u area that's with 
the Ka'u Ward. Well ward now but at that time....that's right we're the 
Ka'u ward. And they were wondering how could they do this how could 
they do that, no this can not be done. But David had this big visions and he 
knew that it could be done and so he was asked by the Stake President at 
that time, President Herb Ishibashi, if he was able to, now they needed to 
righ up something so that we could... 

INT Rotisserie... 

AK So we could roast a whole half of a cow on an...he worked it out, he got 
things together and put it together because of his working experience... 

INT As an engineer? 

AK As an engineer he was able to do all this things and he knew just where he 
could get the thing to put, get that together. You see when we left 
Pauuilo, he did say, well when I get back to church I'm going to get back 
into church with leaps and bounds. And I said yeah sure, leaps and bounds. 
Because I was very very active and I felt that well he has to do a lot 
before he can get up to my speed so to speak. But he did! Exactly as he 
said, in leaps and bounds, because he just went straight ahead and became 
very active and did everything he could do and was asked to do by the 
church. 

INT When people speak of him even to this day...he's been gone for...how long? 

[TAPE 3] 

INT When I hear people talk about David. He's been gone for going on four years 
and just this past month Honomu branch had their branch conference can 
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you tell us what was mentioned by the stake president John Sakamaki at 
the branch conference? 

AK At the branch conference Brother Sakamaki mentioned taht David was 
instrumental in the Hilo Hawaii Stake Building and if fact all the buildings 
in the Hilo Hawaii Stake. And he mentioned that although we had that new 
building put up when Dave was what he found the building was too small it 
was not large enough for our stake. You see he was physical facilities 
representative for the Hilo Hawaii Stake for several years and he was in 
charge of the maintenance of buildings and acquiring of church property 
was bought say several years back when he first suggested that to the 
then stake president it would have been bought at a lower price but it was 
not bought at that time and so they had to pay a pretty good price for the 
property that the Honomu building is on now. 

INT As a physical facilities representative, what were some of his duties and 
how large was the area that he was responsible for? 

AK Well he was responsible for the whole Hilo Hawaii District which took in 
from Ookala all the way into Hilo and out to the Ka'u area. 

INT And how many chapels did that involve the buildings. 

AK Oh well let's see there's the Honomu Chapel out here and maybe going into 
the Keaukaha chapel and the main stake building took in three wards and 
then there was a building down at Pahoa chapel and then on out to 
Waiohinu so that's seven. 

INT Okay, seven wards but only five buildings. Okay lets go we have a building 
in Honomu, the Stake Center, the Keaukaha building the Pahoa chapel and 
the Ka'u chapel. Those five different buildings. 

AK Five different buildings right. 

INT He...did he conduct training sessions for these people who worked who 
worked at on the maintenance for these chapels? 
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AK He...this custodial group. Ah yes, I think he had a monthly meeting or 
training session with his custodians because he would receive information 
from, from the main office in Honolulu from the mainland from you know 
from Salt Lake to Honolulu and then they would send us information to 
David and then he would meet with his custodial group and give them the 
traning there. 

INT He is foresight or his ability to see a larger picture has been talked about 
a large influence on what our stake has seen as far as the building is 
concerned but even though that was his responsibility and it's not a paid 
position, what was his church position before he died? 

AK What was his church position before he died? He was physical facilities 
both facilities representative also he was a High Counsellor in the Stake, 
Hilo Hawaii Stake. 

INT On the... 

AK High council and he was a member of the High Council in the Hilo Hawaii 
Stake since 1969 or 1970 and when he died in 1993 he released himself. 

INT So he served on the High Council from 19 about 1969 or 1970 to 1993. 

AK Three...Right. 

INT Okay let's go back to your family. You had five children. Out of the five 
children how many were active in church? 

AK Of the five children they were all active in church until they got out on 
their own and so we have three who were less active In church. 

INT Your eldest son. Can you tell me about his church acitivity? Did he get, 
did he go on a mission? 

AK Oh our son went on a mission to Hong Kong and he at one time also branch 
president and he was made twice branch president of the Honomu branch. I 
need to make correction. He was branch president for Honomu branch and 
also branch president for the Kilauea branch because the Honomu branch 
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merged in with Kilauea at one time and that was when Castle was once a 
president of the Kilauea branch. 

INT You mean that they took the branch from Honomu and they no longer had 
meetings out here and they took them into Kilauea and that's where they 
had to attend their meetings? 

AK That's right it seemed like there was a consolidation thing going on and so 
they moved Honomu into Kilauea and so we all went in to attend the chapel 
and so we all had our meetings there and at one time Castle was made 
branch president Kilauea Branch. 

INT During that did you have to travel from Honomu how were the meetings 
held? Was it two hour three hour block like it is now? 

AK We would go to Sunday School in the morning and then go home after that 
and then return back for Sacrament meeting and our primary was held 
during the week. Children had their primary at Kilauea Branch and then 
there was another group of Primary out in the where the Aliamai Branch 
used to be at one time. 

INT Did they have release time then, did they get out of school early like the 
children who did for catechism? 

AK Oh yes that's right they had release time they and so during that time our 
primary group met at the school. 

INT And it was called RE for Religious Education. 

AK Religious Education. 

INT In regards to the church there have been a lot of people recently who have 
been interested in the Hawaiian culture. Now a lot of people ask what is 
your family 'Aumakua'. As you were growing up, did your family encourage 
speaking Hawaiian did they encourage...did they talk to you about your 
family 'Aumkaua'. How was the Hawaiian Culture treated in your family? 
As you were growing up? 
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AK I don't remember my parents ever mentioning to us that we had a family 
'aumakua'. Our guardian ange!. I never heard them mention that at all 
although we heard other people speaking of their 'aumakua' as a shark or 
something else but my parents never even mentioned that although they 
spoke of other people and other people's 'aumakua' however in the back of 
our home we always had this owl that always there on the tree now and 
then we could see It fly out and then fly back in but people would say oh 
that's your 'aumakua' but my parents never did mention that we had one so 
for us we never did have an 'aumakua'. 

INT Well today to this day out there isn't there still the owl? 

AK Oh yes. Till this day we still see an owl back there on that same tree! 

INT Was the Hawaiian Culture something that your parents encouraged you to 
learn about? 

AK No my parents never did encourage me to do what the Hawaiian Culture 
was all about or to learn about that. They spoke Hawaiian to us at home 
sometimes in Hawaiian, and sometimes in their broken English but we 
never did answer them in Hawaiian. We always talked in English to them 
so we never did learn the Hawaiian Language at home really. For my 
family it was more focused on Church, no so much the Hawaiian Culture, 
although they respected their Hawaiian Culture, but the focus was on the 
church...and they were able to make that division. 

INT Did your parents have superstitions? 

AK There were some superstitions like my father if he could go fishing he 
would never want you to take bananas along [nothing on tape]. That's 
because he's not going to catch any fish. The banana is slippery and so no 
fish. The fish would just slip out of the net, and one, I remember one time 
as a youngster going down, following my dad I went with him fishing and I 
took some bananas and when I was hungary I just ate the bananas. And of 
course he did not see me do that because he was fishing and he came back 
up to the spot I was sitting he saw me eating the banana and scolded me, 
but I told him oh but look daddy you, all the fish you caught. And yet 
mamma says you not going to catch any fish if I bring banana and that kind 
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of break, broke out that, break the rule that oh, you can not take bananas 
down to the beach because [hard to hear] because he had a whole net full of 
fish. Although my parents focused on the church, still this, that 
superstition about whistling at night and they still didn't understood 
whistling at night and they still didn't want us to whistle at night, and 
they would just anybody would whistle they would say don't whistle. And 
they would say we'd kept whistling, 'kuli kuli' meaning to be quiet. 

INT I'm sorry to be jumping all around but, when your husband was diagnosed 
with cancer what kind of cancer was it? 

AK The cancer was in his stomach going into the pancreas. 

INT And I, I understand from the doctors that pancreatic caner's the most 
painful and it's very quick, that you most people when they find out that 
cancer had spread into the pancreas death comes between two and eight 
months. How was it with your husband? 

AK [My feeling] for over two years and according to him everytime he was 
asked David how are you feeling, fine. No pain no he has never felt any 
pain so he said, except for just once but other than that he felt no pain 
because he's had the priesthood blessing and that was why there was no 
pain for him excepting for that one time him going to the hospital to get 
that blood transfusions but no pain. He was never bed ridden he could do 
things on his own, he had a good appetite, and his passing was, just went 
to sleep. Okay, just really blessed by the Lord. 

INT I have it heard it say that because you have been faithful in the church and 
have been obedient and because you have both of you, your husband and 
yourself have done all you can to further the work of the Lord's work here 
In this vineyard that you have been blessed and that you will be continue 
to be blessed It seems to have been so far your husband in his illness. He 
was able to care for his son who had developed cancer also, probably at 
the same time he had it except he was concentrating on his son's illness 
and never even knew he had his own. How is the family faring now that 
there is no Priesthood in the home? 
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AK There's no Priesthood in the home but a because we put our trust in the 
Lord and when we need a priesthood blessing we would go to our 
priesthood brethren and ask for blessings look there is no priesthood in 
the home now. And we have been blessed because these priesthood 
brethren have been there for us. 

INT Okay, I would like for you to bear your testimony of the gospel and maybe 
leave some kind of wisdom or wise saying for your children and your 
grandchildren and for anyone who might read your account. 

AK I want to bear witness that Jesus is the Christ he's our Savior, our 
Redeemer and our Heavenly Father does hear and answer our prayers and if 
we are obedient the blessings will come to us. I have never at anytime 
doubted the Lord because he has blessed me so much and I really owe my 
life to him. Throughout the years every time I need help I would turn to 
the Lord and my favorite scripture is "Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart and lean not unto thine own understanding in all thy works 
acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy path." And that is the verse that 
I'd like to leave with my children even those who are less active in church 
now. If they put their trust in the Lord they'll be blessed and If they're 
obedient and repentant, blessings will be theirs. We hope that one day 
we'll all be, not that we hope, we know that one day we will all be 
together if we put our trust in Heavenly Father. If we are obedient and if 
we are repentant of those things that we did that were not righteous. And 
I pray that our Heavenly Father will bless them with wisdom and 
knowledge of the gospel because only in the gospel of Jesus Christ can we 
be exalted if we live, apply the things that we have learned in our daily 
lives. I love all of my children and I know our Heavenly Father will bless 
them much if they turn to him and if they are obedient to his 
commandments and if they apply the things that they will learn from the 
gospel in their daily lives. I love all of them and this is my prayer in the 
name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 



First organized branch at 
Pulehu, Maui 

^Without leaving the Valley of Maui, we enter into our next recollection. The 
place: W e are at Pulehu, near the place where the first branch of the church was 
established. The time: February 8, 1921. W e arc standing under a huge old pepper 
tree listening to a beautiful prayer from the lips of Pres. David O. McKay. With 
him are President E. Wesley Smith, son of Joseph F. Smith, Elder Hugh J. Cannon, 
son of George Q. Cannon, Elder Samuel H. Hurst, and David Kailimai, a faithful 
Hawaiian elder. 

While these five servants of the Lord arc united in humble thanksgiving, a 
strange feeling of peace and holiness seems to sctde gendy over this historic spot. 
A wave of uneasiness sweeps simultaneously over the little group, as if their subcon
scious minds had unitedly discovered that this is no ordinary occasion. Watching 
them closely, we notice Brother Kailimai suddenly lift his head and open his eyes. 
He seems to stare straight into space! Wonder, fear, and doubt are written upon his 
handsome old Polynesian face. Now his head lowers, and his eyes are reverendy 
closed. 

As President McKay concludes his powerful prayer, each eye seems to seek the 
faces of the other worshippers questioningly. All felt that something wonderful 
had happened. David Kailimai broke the awkward silence by explaining the cause 
of his strange action. In vision, he saw two hands united in a warm clasp of friend
ship. Thinking that Elders Hurst and Cannon were shaking hands, he had opened 
his eyes; but he soon discovered that these two were standing far apart! 

President McKay, visibly impressed, now spoke: "The veil must have been very 
thin, and you have seen through to the existence beyond mortality!" 

But Elder Hugh J. Cannon interjects with a note of feeling, "There was no 
veil at all!" 

Later, as the group is en route to another town, we hear this explanation from 
the lips of Brother Kailimai: "I must have seen Hugh shaking hands with his father, 
George Q. Cannon." 

"No," replied Elder McKay. "We were all allowed to see the same manifes
tation. Those hands were the hands of George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, the 
two fathers in the presence of the two sons!" 
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We had appointed Brother Tautua Tanoai to preside over 
this group. The meeting was conducted in the Samoan 
tongue. As we sat there while a sermon was being delivered, 
Sister Murphy turned to Brother Stephen Sua, the music 
director of the group, and asked him if the speaker was 
saying certain things. 

To her joy Brother Sua said, "Sister Murphy, you must 
have the gift of interpretation of tongues for that is exactly 
what he is speaking about." Vema was thrilled as was I. 

Second: Stephen L. Chipman and his good wife visited 
us at one time in Hawaii. During the visit they attended 
a Relief Society anniversary in the Kakaako Branch chapel. 
While I was addressing the assembly in the Hawaiian lan
guage. Sister Chipman received the gift of interpretation of 
languages, for she turned to Vema, who had a good knowl
edge of the language and told her exactly what I was speak
ing about. When Vema said that she had the gift of inter
pretation. Sister Chipman shed tears of appreciation. 

The Chipmans were a wonderfully spiritual-minded 
pair. President Chipman was, at the time, president of 
the Salt Lake Temple. 

O F BLESSINGS GIVEN AND RECEIVED. David Keola Kaili
mai was one of the most influential leaders and able speak
ers in the Hawaiian Mission. So great was our admiration 
for this Hawaiian-Chinese leader that when our son was 
bom in Hilo, we decided to name him Keola after this good 
man and have him be voice when the blessing was given. 

Years later, when we were holding a district conference 
on the island of Hawaii, we were informed that this same 
Keola Kailimai was confined in the Tubercular Hospital 
ion that island. We went to visit him, and he, being a man 
of great faith, said that he knew for a certainty that if we 
would administer to him and give him a blessing that he 
•would recover. This blessing was given, and to our great 
surprise Keola left the hospital and attended the district con
ference on Maui. Later he attended the mission conference 
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on the island of Oahu. He had faith to be healed, and it 
was so. 

T H E LETTER KILLETH, BUT THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE. 
M. Charles Woods told me this story about a newly arrived 
missionary in Auckland, New Zealand. He said that the 
young man was sent by the older missionaries on his first 
mission assignment to the home of a man who was well 
versed in scripture and took keen delight in confounding 
(as he called it) the Mormon missionaries. The young 
elder was sent alone (unusual in the field, but he did not 
realize that) to visit this particular individual. He knocked 
timidly upon the man's door. When no answer came, he 
started down the steps leading from the house. Just then 
the owner—the scriptorian—jerked the door open and 
shouted, 

"What do YOU want?" 
This, of course, frightened the humble elder, but he 

replied in a stammering voice. 
"I am a missionary for the Latter-day Saints Church, 

and I came to preach to you the gospel." 
The man, in challenging voice, said, "Well, why are 

you running away? Come in and do your preachingl" 
The elder humbly retraced his steps and sat with the 

man. He began to tell his story of apostasy and the restora
tion of the gospel. The man had arguments for him, which 
were the result of long study and preparation. He endeav
ored to confound the boy with his knowledge of the scrip
tures. When he had finished, the elder said, 

"Wowl If I had your knowledge of scriptures and my 
testimony, I would certainly be a whiz." He still had his 
testimony. 

This man of argument said he hardly slept that night 
and in the early morning of the next day went to the mission 
home and applied for baptism. The mission president said, 
*T will call some of the elders to attend to it," 
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they went to the temple, they wrote to tell us how happy 
they were that I started them on the upward road. They 
had named their last baby Castle in appreciation. Sister 
Pelii again wrote to me when Pelii passed away. She said 
that his last words were: "Tell Kakela (Pres. Murphy) that 
we appreciate that which he did to teach us how to live so 
as to be approved of the Lord." 

HAVE You COUNTED YOURS LATELY? It would wring 
your heart were you to attend a meeting in the Leper Settle
ment and hear those good people sing, "Count Your Many 
Blssings." I am sure that if you could hear them sing just 
once, you would come into a deeper appreciation of your 
own blessings. 

GIVE, GIVE, AND GIVE SOME MORE. The spirit of Ha
waii and her people is exemplified by Brother Kumulau, an 
old Hawaiian who accompanied Sister Murphy, our family, 
and me to Utah in 1913. Keola Kailimai and his wife and 
son were also in the party as were Sister Murphy's sister, 
Reta, and another missionary sister. 

When we arrived at San Francisco, I found it neces
sary to make a trip from the boat dock into town to the 
Southern Pacific Railroad office in order to change the trans
portation for the lady missionary so she might have the com
pany of Sister Reta Fowler who was to travel on a pass. 
As I was about to step off the bus at the Ferry Building, 
where the party had been waiting for me, I heard a great 
commotion in the street. I walked over to the crowd as
sembled only to hear in Hawaiian a cry, "Auhea o Kakela? 
Ua nalowale aku n o " (Where is Castle? He is lost.) 

It was Brother Kumulau out looking for me, fearing that 
I was lost in that great city. I put my arm around him and 
led him back to the Ferry Building and the waiting group. 
We boarded the train. 

Keola and Kumulau left the train at losepa in Southern 
Utah to join other Hawaiians who were settled there. Be-
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fore they left the train. Brother Kumulau handed me a ten 
dollar gold piece. I told him that he would need it more 
than I. I would soon be in my homeland and could go to 
work and make money while he might not be able to find 
work at his age. He refused to take it, so I secretly handed 
the ten dollars to Keola Kailimai, instructing him to keep 
it until he felt that Kumulau had need of it. When I next 
met Keola, he said that Kumulau was out of funds within 
ten days after arriving at losepa. 

That was the spirit of Hawaii. Give, give, and give 
some more. Because of that spirit the Hawaiians have given 
up their land, and the descendents of the early sectarian 
missionaries own Hawaii. They traded the Bible to the 
natives for the land. 

WHERE A MAN'S TREASURE IS. When I made the 
announcement throughout the Hawaiian Mission that we 
had purchased the tabernacle site in Honolulu and that 
the Church Authorities had given their approval for us to 
begin to raise funds for the erection of a great tabernacle 
on the site, the first donation to be received came from the 
leprous Saints in the Kalaupapa Branch. The second contri
bution, although small, came from a serviceman who was 
not even a member of the Church. The people of Hawaii 
were most liberal in their donations. The fund grew and 
grew and was soon sufficient to erect a $300,000 building 
which is a credit to the Church. 

FIRST FRUITS OF THE JAPANESE MISSION. As matron and 
president of the Central Pacific Mission, Sister Murphy and 
I were privileged to labor directly with the Japanese people 
of the islands. In fact it was at our suggestion that the 
work begin among the Japanese people of Hawaii. 

On the island of Kauai we frequently visited in the 
home of one George Kondo who, with his family, had joined 
the Church. He told us about the great change which the 
gospel has made in his life. He said that when his children 
disobeyed (before they joined the Church), he would tie 
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he laid plans to run for the legislature. He was unable, I 
suppose, to give much time to service in the Church. The 
Saints noticed this and were not happy about it. 

I heard considerable complaining about Brother Wool-
ley. Whether it was due to this condition, I do not know. 
This I do know—I dreamed one night that I saw Ralph 
terribly burned as he stood upon a platform surrounded 
with red, white, and blue bunting. I met Sister Romania 
Woolley nearby, and she said, 

"What shall we do?" 
I replied, "In the main Ralph will have to take care 

of this situation himself." 
At this I awoke and wondered what it all meant. 
In the election which followed Ralph was defeated, 

largely because the Saints would not support him. Many 
came to tell me this was true. I had related the dream to 
Brother Woolley and whether he remembered or not, the 
dream was actually fulfilled. Ralph returned to his work 
in the Church with renewed interest. When the Oahu 
Stake was organized, in fulfillment of my prediction, Ralph 
was called to become stake president. Later he presided 
over the temple also. 

CONGENIAL SPIRITS. Months prior to our being released 
from our first mission in Hawaii in 1913, one of the out
standing Hawaiian leaders of the mission. Elder David Keola 
Kailimai, came to the mission home in Hilo where Sister 
Murphy and I were living at the time. He told us that 
when our releases came, he and his wife and son David 
would like to accompany us to Utah. They desired to enter 
the temple in Salt Lake City and receive their endowments. 
We were delighted, for we had come to love this family very, 
very much. Brother Kailimai and I seemed to be congenial 
spirits. Frequently he would tell me what I was thinking, 
and I had the same gift regarding him and his thinking. 

When our letter of release came to us from Box "B" 
in Salt Lake City, we were, of course, the only ones in Hawaii 
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who knew it had arrived. I immediately boarded the train 
for Honomu where I knew I would find Brother Keola. He 
was, at the time, supervising some road construction work 
near that place. I walked along the road until I found him. 
As I approached, he began to cry. I asked the reason for 
his weeping. He said, 

"Kakela (Castle), you have been released." 
He knew as certainly as if I had told him. He immed

iately resigned from his fine job and sold his property. When 
we were prepared to depart for Utah, he and his wife, 
Kamaka, and their son, David Keola, were prepared to 
accompany us. At the sacrifice of all they possessed tem
porally, they came to the mainland and entered the temple 
of the Lord in Salt Lake City, and were sealed by the priest
hood for time and all eternity. They felt that their money 
and time had been spent most profitably. 

Upon their return to their homeland, they continued 
very actively in the work of preaching and teaching the 
gospel and setting proper examples to the end of their days 
upon the earth. 

The blessings of heaven are predicated on sacrifice. 
What blessing must have been awaiting them when they 
passed onl 

- THAT STILL SMALL VOICE—"DON'T Go." My life was 
saved one time because I gave heed to the dictation of the 
Spirit of the Lord. Sister Murphy and I were renting a home 
on Rose Court (now Doxey Ave.). I was engaged in super
vising the masonry work on the new garages at the David 
Eccles home on the comer of 26th Street and Jefferson Ave. 
(now the Bertha Eccles Hall.) A cement roof which 
rested upon the brick walls, had just been poured. It was 
a rainy day, and consequently the masons were not working. 
Royal Eccles phoned to ask me if I would have a window 
removed in one of the walls so that some furniture for the 
caretaker could be moved in. He was to have his residence 
over the garages when they were finished. I could not lo-
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