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INTRODUCTION 

Catherine Spurrier was born in Hana, Maui, December 26, 1924. She was raised on a farm and 

attended Kaeleke Elementary School when her father was a bus driver, and, from sixth grade on, 

she attended and graduated from Hana High School. She went to BYU-Provo in August of 1947, 

graduated in 1950 and taught fifth grade in Lovell, Wyoming. She left there for Hawaii where 

she taught in Waipahu Elementary School for one year. While home for Christmas she met her 

husband, Joseph Spurrier, a teacher at Lahainalua High School. They have six children; three 

boys and three girls. At the time of the interview Catherine had been teaching at Kahuku High 

School for the past fifteen years, and Joseph Spurrier was teaching at BYU-HC. She is still at 

Kahuku; her husband retired in 1984. 

For much of the interview, Catherine talks about her parents, Charles and Josephine Kanekoa. 

She relates how they met and their marriage. She also talks about her youth on the farm and 

some of the experiences she had there. Catherine then comments about how her great-

grandmother became a convert to the Church. In the last part of the interview, she expresses 

her opinion about Hawaii's statehood. 

Antonio Longo conducted this interview-his first--as part of an assignment for his American 

History class. He interviewed Mrs. Spurrier in a classroom at Kahuku High School campus. 

Rehearsal of the Kahuku Band adds to the other background noise. Barbara Dalby transcribed 

and edited the interview and James McCowan did the auditing, proofreading, and table of 

contents. Rachel Ord did the final edit and prepared the transcript for assembly. 

Kenneth W. Baldridge, Director 

Oral History Program, BYU-Hawaii 

February 10, 1993 

Laie, Hawaii 
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SIDE A 

INT Introduction to interview: What is your name? 

CS Catherine Spurrier. 

INT And where do you work? 

CS At Kahuku High School, fifteen years this year. 

INT Are you married? 

CS Yes, [to] Joseph Spurrier [who works] at the Brigham Young University-Hawaii. 

INT Section A one: The early years. Okay, when and where were you bom? 

CS December 26, 1924 in Hana, Maui. 

INT Could we go through a little description of your family? Starting with father and mother 

and when they were born and where they were bom. 

CS My dad was bom April 7, 1898. He was bom in Wailuku, Maui. And my mom was born 

on March 15, 1900, and she was born in Ulaino, Maui. Did you want me to say about 

education? 

INT Could I have your father's name and your mother's name? 

CS Oh, my mom's name was Josephine Kahunaele Kanekoa and my dad's name is Charles 

Kealoha Kanekoa. 



INT Okay. And now could we-a little bit about their education and how far they got. 

CS My dad had five years of education. In other words, he left when he was in fifth grade-

after fifth grade. And my mom had education up to fourth grade. And that's how far their 

education went. 

INT And where did they go to school at? 

CS One went to the Nahiku--! guess they both went to the same school-Nahiku Elementary 

School. 

INT Was this school on a plantation area? 

CS No. The school was on govemment land and it was provided by the county of Maui; that's 

where their school was located. It's in Nahiku. 



INT Now, as far as discrimination. First, personally, between them and the area they lived in, 

and then could you remember any event where they mentioned any of it at a general sense? 

CS Alright. The area they lived in was mostly Hawaiian, and they had Portuguese families. 

And the area my dad lived had Portuguese families, and his family lived very closely 

together because one of his brothers married one of the Portuguese girls. And so their-talk 

about discrimination, no? They lived—oh, not close enough to the plantation to mingle with 

Japanese and the Filipinos as most people have, you know, when you live close to the 

plantation. But there were no—as far as I know, had no discrimination at all. And we were 

very close to the Portuguese. So was my mom, she was same thing too. 

INT Your mom was Portuguese? 

CS No, my mom lived in the same area where the Portuguese people lived, but she doesn't 

know about race discrimination. 

INT Do you remember in any instances where your fatlier had discussed of any discrimination, 

or your mother? 

CS It's no discrimination-I guess we may call it discrimination, but my dad never allowed us 

to go out with Filipinos. Never. When we went to school, he warned us and tells us that 

"You can go out with boys later, not now. And you stay away from the Filipinos." 

INT Any chance—would you know why your father had this little thing against Filipinos? 

CS Yes because when they had fights in the plantation camp, it's always murder and killing 

with knives, and he was afraid to have his girls and his sons get involved with that kind of 

a—you know, with that kind of people. I mean, because it's due to ignorance, not knowing 

that trouble stalls like that because of the problems, too, within families in plantations. At 

that time, they cannot control their tempers-they cannot discipline-self control, in other 

words. And so he was for our protection. He told us not to~and to be mingled with them. 

INT Okay. Did your fatlier or mother ever work for a plantation? 



4 

CS No, they worked for the City and the County of Maui~my dad did. He worked for the 

toad maintenance—that's the county of Maui. And besides that, on weekends he worked another 

job; he was moonlighting, as you would call it, after work at four o'clock. And this went 

on for quite a spell of time. And so what happened was that he—at weekends he used to 

pick up gasoline drums and supply the service stations—Shell service station in Hana. 

INT And what did your mother do? 

CS [She was a] housewife. That's all she did, take care of children. 

INT What about the one that you had mentioned earlier in the other tape before I found out that 

tape was warped? 

CS What's that? 

INT The one where you mentioned where she would buck ["Buck", the word he used, was 

unknown to the auditor and editor. He is describing what was also known as "taxi 

dancing", in which girls were hired by a dance hall to dance with customers.] dances, 

almost like for ten cents. 

CS Oh yes. That was before she was married. No, that was before she was married, but you 

want me to tell you that, yes? That was her first employment in her life, and it lasted only 

for one night. So her cousins drove her there, you know, she wanted to make money, and 

this is easy way to make money. And so she said fine. And so when she went—this is 

what she told us—when she went she said, "Well, I danced, I made ten cents, I danced, I 

made ten cents; then a drunk person came and asked me. I can't stand the liquor, and 

cigarettes! And he wanted to dance close, and I don't want to dance close. But after the 

ninth dance," she said, "I left." She made ninety cents, and then she left, (interviewer 

laughs) And her cousins asked her the next weekend to do it; she says, "No thank you, I 

don't want to." So she would rather just stay home and go to the beach pick up, you 

know, seaweed or whatever you need for a meal. She worked in the taro patches or potato 

patch or whatever, rather than going and dance. 



INT Do you remember, during that time, your father and mother mentioning anythmg that was 

going on during the history of Hawaii? I mean, is anything special during that time? 

CS Well, they discussed on the politics pertaining to the rebuilding the road there in Hana and 

then also repairing the schools. That was big issue problems. And then when the 

plantation was closed and the problem of that, you know, "What the peoples going to do?" 

And so most of them moved away from that area. No world problems until World War II 

when we were-Sunday night, the morning that we got out, our radio was on—Pearl 

Harbor was bombed. 

INT Did you see that? Did you see the planes going over? 

CS No. We were on Maui. But my oldest brother lived here [Oahu], and he was one of the 

bus drivers for the Honolulu Rapid Transit who went down to Pearl Harbor and helped 

evacuate those service people and civilians away from Pearl Harbor—to bring them up here 

to Honolulu area or Kaimuki. 

INT How many years have you been married? 

CS Let's see, 1952 to 1984. Thirty-two, thirty-three years? How many? 

INT Thirty-two. 

CS That's so short! 

INT And how many children do you have? 

CS Six. Three boys and three girls. (Tape is turned off and CS reverts to talk about her 

youth.) We had acres of land; I would say about fifty acres where we had lots of guava 

trees and mango trees and mountain apples-they just grow wild. And so what my dad did 

is fence areas where the cows could be, and mother cows could be another area. And so 

what we did is to-you know, you don't really need to take care of them. They're on their 

own in this area. There's a lot of ti leaves, there are lots of guavas and things of that sort. 
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But many of the cows lived on these things, I mean, they were—when we have storms, 

then we have to go out and have them go on the uplands so they won't be flooded out. As 

for the pigs, well, they're housed right close to our area. And so we took care of the pigs. 

We had almost twenty-eight pens. Then we have a huge area where the pigs are outdoors. 

And when it rains, then they all go into this area where there's shelter. So actually, raising 

the pigs and raising the cows wasn't much job or work to do as we did in raising the pigs. 

Because we have to go and look for wild potatoes, look for papayas—they grew wild; no 

one raised them. We picked them out, and we bought pineapple bran and things of that 

sort to go to feed the pigs. And we would feed the pigs two meals a day-breakfast and the 

evening. Actually, the cattle we don't work, right, only when it's stormy. And then when 

we make rounds, though, every day we'd go make the rounds. My brothers usually do 

that. They make the rounds; we don't make the rounds. Then when you find that some 

cattle are expecting babies and we would take them in another area closer to our home 

where we can keep an eye on them. So this the routine. Raising that many pigs and that 

many cows was not much problem. The only problems was that we have to get food for 

the pigs. 

INT How did your father go about obtaining his land? 

CS Well, that area is hui land, if you understand what hui land is, where they have so many 

people own a portion of the land, but it's not divided. It's a huge area; maybe about a 

thousand acres for so many families have lived there—have shared that land. But many of 

them died and did not work it through the tax office. So what my dad did, he had a large 

acreage in the hui land, so he used as many land as he could. There's nobody claim for it 

when we were there, but now if s claimed. 

INT You had mentioned something other about where people would ask to . . . 

CS Okay. That's another part of the island of Maui, and that's around Kahalui, and Wailuku, 

and Paia, Kuau, all this area. And some of these families they couldn't pay Maui Dry 

Goods. See, all these lands were mortgaged under Maui Dry Goods. And so they would 

call my father, "Kealoha, can you pay the mortgage for us?" And my father would say, 

"That be fine. But, you know, your children should do this for you. Since they're not 

doing it for you, you're asking me. I would like to have the deeds. You and I go to an 



attorney and have the attorney, between you and I, have it documented." Of course, they 

don't know what the word documented is, so he had to explain it. "If you die, you two old 

folks die, your children don't get the land. That land will come to me because I paid three 

thousand dollars for the mortgage—unless you can pay me back." So about five or six 

families, you know, they can't do that. So my dad paid off, documented in the deed, and 

when they died the land automatically came to my dad. 

INT Okay. Now, was all this land acquired before you mentioned that other land-the hui land? 

CS No, after. 

INT I want to jump back just a little bit more on your parents; do you know when they were 

married? 

CS My mother and dad? Yes, they married March 3, 1921. 

INT Did your mom ever discuss on how she-if this is not too private, or if you want to do i t -

how they met? 

CS Oh, yes, she tells us. She said-well, in this area where she lived with all her family, there 

was a place—we call it Muliwai. And this Muliwai is on the stream on the mountain, and 

the stream brings water down to the ocean and these fields. So we have salt water and the 

fresh water mixed together. Anyway, in that area we used to have a fresh water shell fish; 

it's called hihiwai. And so she used to go down there and their house only about-from 

that area-it's about, oh, I'd say about sixty feet to seventy feet. That's how close they 

were. And so she and her two cousins and her sisters would go down there and dive for 

hihiwai; but they were limited because they take all of it, and the young hihiwai has no 

chance to grow. But they were limited. One family would go there once a week, and next 

week another family, and they could take only a bowl full—that's all. And so she would go 

down there, and my dad used to come down and swim—used to meet all the girls and the 

boys and they were all young people together. So after a while, about three months, and 

my dad picked up my Mother, you know, and they used to go horseback riding. And 

that's when the romance started—horseback riding. Then her mother said, "I don't want 
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you to go alone with Kealoha"-that's my dad's Hawaiian name. And my Mother, she's a 

sassy person, you know, really sarcastic to have this kind of mother tell her mother, 

"What's wrong with that? Just riding horse?" In Hawaiian the mother used to explain that 

there is always some—you are a human being and it's human nature that you can go far 

more then just riding horses. And she still didn't understand. (Tape turns off, and when it 

turns back on CS is talking about the way her mother treated her.) 

My mother said, "I'm doing the same thing with you! Pau [stop] riding, you can go into some 

other actions." And I said, "Okay." That's what was explained to her. And they [her mother and 

father] used to go in groups. You see four, five horses all went galloping along, and there's either 

three girls and two boys, or three boys and two girls. And they were always that way in groups. 

So this is how she met my dad. 

INT Section Two: School Days. 

CS Oh, my school days. Oh wow! 

INT Where did you attend high school? 

CS High School? In Hana High School, on Maui. 

INT Can you give me like, just for a starter, the beginning years of high school and how it was? 

CS Well, how about elementary school? I went to another school in elementary school. When 

we lived at Nahiku on Maui, Hana District, my dad had to take us about five miles -

transportation-and then there was a first grade and second grade. The third grade he 

became a bus driver for one year because they needed somebody, and it was a part of his 

county job. Instead of working on the road, they told him to drive the bus. And he drove 

the bus for a year, and that's when we started going; then thereafter we had a bus. We 

were transported by-went to the Kaeleke [Elementary] School for five years. And my 

sixth year I went to Hana. Hana Elementary-Intermediate-High School. I went there ever 

since-until I graduated. I graduated in 1941. 

INT How many were in your graduating class? 



CS Ten, eleven. 

INT Did you have any foreigners or haoles in your high school? 

CS Oh, yes! But they were all plantation workers-managers—the plantation manager's 

children. 

INT What were their point of views against workers in the plantations? I mean, did they feel 

that they were better o r . . . ? 

CS No. Because the managers were here. They came down the hill and they had to play with 

all the Filipinos and Japanese, otherwise they don't have any playmates. I guess those 

years, they didn't have as much prejudice. 

INT Okay. And there was no discrimination in your school? 

CS As far as I know, I didn't recognize any. We never had fights. We used to come to a 

smaller school. I don't know, but there in Hana they were closely knitted together. 

INT That will be all I can do for now. (Tape turns off) Section Three: Bid For Statehood. Did 

you attend college? 

CS Yes. 

INT Where did you attend? 

CS Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah. 

INT And how did you go about—or what made you decide to attend college? 

CS Well, my oldest brother went to the University of Hawaii, and I've always wanted to go to 

college. So I worked during the war and saved my money. And in the meantime, I 

furnished my dad and mom's home with enough furniture—electric stove and all of that. 
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And then my dad turn around and tell me that if I wanted to go to school to Brigham Young 

University, Provo, that he would help me. Well, the year that he died, in 1947,1 made up 

my mind to go to the university in January of 1947. And so I told my dad, and my dad 

died in June of 1947. Anyway, I left for Provo in August and went to school there and 

stayed in school for three years. Got my bachelors in 1950. I had money, I didn't have to 

work, so I went to school in first, second, and third quarter, and during summer. So that's 

how I graduated in three years. And then-I made up my mind to go to B YU because I had 

heard a lot from the missionaries, the Mormon missionaries. It was a church school and so 

that's what I wanted to go. 

INT Alright. Were you always Mormon? 

CS Yes. 

INT You've always been Mormon? 

CS But my dad and mother were converts in Hana. We became members automatically. 

INT Do you remember anything about your parents telling you about their conversion? 

CS My mother did, but my dad, no, he didn't tell us. But my mom told that the missionaries 

used to travel on mules to get down to where they were. And her grandmother was a 

religious person, but she belonged to the Hawaiian Congregational Church. But she was a 

very kind person, so she came by and she felt sorry when the missionaries were going on 

mule and sometimes had to walk. So she always invite them to eat. She said that all 

Christians were supposed to work to help each other, you know, and be kind. So she was 

that kind of person. In the meantime, the missionaries preached to her and she was 

converted, and then her husband and then the girls. She had nine girls and two boys; that 

was my grandmother. Later on my mother didn't pay any attention, but her parents and her 

grandmother said, "You can go any church you want; they still preach about Jesus Christ." 

She was converted just before she got married to my father. 

INT Were you married before college, or during, or after? 
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CS After. Well, after graduating 1950,1 went to work in September in Lovell, Wyoming. I 

taught fifth grade up there and—it was a Mormon community. Then after that, my girl 

friend and I taught up there, and then she and I came back to Hawaii. And I taught in 

Waipahu Elementary School for a year. And then while there-then I went home for 

Christmas, and that's where I met my husband. 

INT Okay, now you went home to . . . ? 

CS To Hana, Maui to meet my mom for Christmas, and he was teaching at Lahainalua High 

School. He knew my brother-in-law, which is Dr. [Adren] Bird, and so he called over and 

Dr. Bird and my sister were there for Christmas. Then we got acquainted, and that's how I 

got to know him. 

INT Now you went to college during World War II, or is that during that time? 

CS That was after World War II. 1947. 

INT Okay, you went to college after that. I am going have to jump up just for a second. Were 

you involved during World War II? 

CS Yes. I graduated in 1942, and the governor at that time—not the govemor, well, you know 

the territorial govemor—had asked all high schools to pick the best three from each high 

school. And the larger the school was they increased the number of girls they needed to 

help. So each high school, according to population, were asked to send their very best girls 

we got, academically, and also all around personalities. It just happened that I was one of 

those selected from Hana High School. And we were sent to work with the 7th Air Force. 

They called themselves Air Raid Signal-Warning Signal Corps, which was an AWS. We 

were connected with the 7th Air Force, and we were the ones who learned how to plot, 

listen, and get calls from different stations whether there was an enemy plane coming or 

ships or whatever. We were plotters. There we had-in that kind of job-civil service . . . 

END OF SIDE A 

CS . . . inner air raid defense-it's connected with the signal corps of the Air Force. And what 
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we did is get message from airplanes or from the commanders of ships. And we would put 

it on a plotting board to find out where the commando or air plane is moving. If it was 

moving toward the islands, and if it's a friendly, well, we put a tag "Friendly." And if it's 

an enemy, then we put a tag for "E," an enemy. And this is what we have an earphone 

over our head, and so we get the message from them, and we just plot it on magnet board. 

And it's just like arrows. And then there was a stick where you push that arrow . . . 

INT Oh, like a shuffle board. 

CS Yes, that's right. 

INT Do you feel that Hawaii was injured in any way when it became a state? 

CS No . . . 

INT Do you feel it's helped in any way? 

CS Yes. It helped. To bid for statehood? 

INT Yes. 

CS Of course. We had voice in Congress, we were on the same border with the rest of the 

states, you know, we had benefits, and we participated like the other states. We became 

one of the union . . . (INT cuts her off.) 

INT Alright. And did you feel the majority of the people were for it or against it? 

CS I think they were for it. 

INT What do you see as Hawaii's future? Could you give a prediction of any sort? 

CS Well, not right now. I don't know. Do you need it today? 

INT Because I . . . 
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CS Because in Hawaii we-okay. The pineapple . . . 

INT A short one. 

CS The pineapple is declining, you know, and the sugar is declining and it seems like the 

tourism and military are the only two out of the four that were known. And I just don't 

know what way we are going. I really don't. I think tourism is going to play a big part 

and also military. 

INT Alright. 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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