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INTRODUCTION 

On February 13, 1984 Donene Olmstead interviewed Galley Haneberg, 
a member of the Brigham Young University-Hawaii staff, on the events 
surrounding Pearl Harbor. The interview took place in a small room near 
her office. Any outside noise is a result of the tablecloth being 
removed. 

Donene Olmstead 
Student 

NOTE 

This interview was conducted by a student as part of the class 
assignment. In most cases the student selected the topic and narrator and 
also did most of the transcribing, auditing, and editing. The final typing 
was done by the secretary of our Oral History Program, Alice Tay. 

Because we tried to get the transcripts into the hands of the 
participating students and narrators as quickly as possible there may be 
errors that otherwise would not be permitted. We usually try to clarify 
statements that may be confusing: in these interviews, however, unclear 
statements may possibly be found. Our apologies for presenting a less-than-
perfect transcipt, but this does enable us to get interviews that might 
otherwise be lost, 
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Side A 
[000] 
DO: Where were you born and raised? 

CH: Well, I was born in Kentucky but I came to Hawaii when I was 
three months old. My father was in the military, so I was 
raised at Schofield Barracks. 

DO: How long had you been living in Hawaii? 

CH: Prior to the attack? Twelve years. 

DO: What were you doing when they attacked? 

CH: Listening to the Mormon Tabernacl.e Choir, even though I was 
not a member of the church at the time. 

DO: You weren't working or anything; were you still in school? 

CH: Let's see December the 7th, I was working at Punahou School as 
a secretary to the college counselor. 

DO: Where did you live? 

CH; Lived in Monoa Valley. You probably don't know where that is, 
but it's not far from the University of Hawaii; not far from 
actually the tabernacle; it's just up the valley from the taber
nacle on Beretania Street. 

DO: The movies and the book and everything you read about Hawaii 
before the attack make it look like it was a real party city. 
Is that the way it was? 

CH: I don't know. When you're a child and growing up, you really 
aren't awarê .of those kinds of things. I know my parents were 
very interested in Hawaiian and we had many Hawaiian friends, 
so we visited, you know, in other areas of the island. So I 
really wasn't aware of partying, but I will say that it was a 
very safe place to live; you didn't have any burglaries or very 
little in the way of any phsyical violence. 

DO: Was the area basically the same as it is now? Was it touristy? 

CH: No, it wasn't touristy at that time. Matter of fact, you could 
walk down Kaalakau Avenue and you could see Diamond Head no matter 
where you were. That's not true now. 
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DO: I read one source that said that a lot of the leading military 
men were afraid that the Japanese residents or residents of 
Japaneses blood would stage a revolt. Was that a military feeling 
or was it pretty well felt? 

CH: I don't know if I had any feelings on that because we didn't know 
what was going to happen. I think that we had many dual citizens 
in Hawaii at the time it happened and I think that there was always 
the feeling that, you know, which side would they really be on in 
the event!.that we were attacked by the Japanese. Also, I can 
remember while I was in high school—and you would go along the 
water front—there were many ships which were loaded with steel, 
scrap steel that were being sent to Japan. 

DO: During this time, it mentions that Franklin Roosevelt was negotia
ting with Japanese. Was there any hatred towards the Japanese in 
the island because of that? 

CH: I don't think there was ever really any hatred with any races here 
and I don't know that it had anything to do with President Roose
velt in particular, 

DO: Is there any idea why the military would think that; did anybody 
visualize why the military would think that they, the Japanese, 
would ever stage a revolt? 

CH: You mean here in the islands upon an attack? I can't really 
answer that question, because you know, I just really didn't know 
enough about politics and that type of thing, I do know as a 
resident here that I think when Pearl Harbor came we just never 
dreamed it would ever happen. I mean, people would say, "Well, 
they can't get within miles of the place." 

DO: So people were secure with the military here? 

CH: Yes. They felt very secure. Military has always been one of 
our large economic industries here in the island and still is. 

DO: Did they ever feel a little insecure with any laxity in discipline? 
I read several sources where reports were made and they were 
ignored and they had people working technological radar equipment 

[100] that didn't know what they were doing. Did people ever feel 
insecure knowing that this was going on or did they ever know that 
this was going on? 

CH: I think people were really just not aware because after the fact 
then people would say—well, there was an advertisement in the 
newspaper that told about the attack and it listed different 
yardage (gains made by the Japanese) that really wasn't yardage 
and evidently that was proven to be just a rumor, like so many 
rumors are at that time, or something of this type happens. 

DO: O.K. Now we're going to talk about the actual attack. What were 



you doing, and you already answered that, when that wave attacked? 

CH: Yes, I was. Then it [the radio] kept interrupting saying we were 
under attack, but they hadn't determine who, you know, who they 
are. They were by planes. Actually we were expecting a contingent 
of our own planes in and when the planes appeared on the radar 
screen, we felt that it was just our own planes coming in. However, 
it turned out to be that they were dropping bombs so we knew they 
weren't our planes, but they hadn't distinguished for sure who 
they were for a little while. Now they were not identified until a 
little bit later on, but it said, "We're under attack; we're really 
under attack so take cover." 

DO: What was your first reactions to it? 

CH: Well, I just thought how can it happen. And yet the thing that 
bothered me was the fact the announcer kept saying this is real 
attack, and he kept emphasizing the word real. And then it said 
that if you lived next to any army or navy personnel which we 
did, quite a number in the valley where we lived, that we were to 
let them know if they were not already aware of it, that they were 
to report to work. 

DO: Were people surprised that Schofield and all of the other bases 
were attacked besides just Pearl? 

CH: The others were attacked, Schofield was not but Wheeler Field-
which is right next door was attacked. Like Field which is on 
Ford Island was attacked; the Marine Corp Air Station at Makapu 
was attacked, and Hickam as well as Pearl Harbor. 

DO: Did that came as a shock where everything was based at Pearl 
Harbor? Did it come as a shock that they would attack everything 
too? 

CH: No, I think we were absolutely just stunned, you know. I know 
that my neighbor who is a defense worker—that was the first 
Sunday that he had had off—and his wife, when she heard sort of 
the noise, you know, just said, "Oh, wouldn't it be interesting, 
would really be funny if the Japanese are attacking." And he said 
to her, "They can't get within miles of the place." And actually 
at that point in time it was already happening. 

DO: How did they get so close? 

CH: Well, because as I say, they were expecting this contingent of 
airplanes of our own and when the planes appeared on the radar 
screen they just thought they were ours. I do know that as things 
began to come out, martial law was declared and things began to 
surface that the President had already know that this might occur. 
And you know a lot of people were very bitter towards Roosevelt as 
a result. (I dislike him for other reasons.) 

DO: While they were actually attacking and our forces were trying to 
shoot back, did the people really think that they were doing 
any good? 
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CH: Well, I was up in the valley so the only thing I know is hearsay. 
And I do know that later on it came out as they told people to 
report to their various stations. Kamehameha Highway at that time 
was just a three lane highway; Nimitz Highway as we know it today 
was just a dirt road that went along the other side of the railroad 
tracks and the land on either side from (when) you left Oahu Prison 
was nothing but sugar cane. So, when the people started out to 
report to their stations, the Japanese planes came down and would 
strafe the cars as they were driving out to their stations, so a 
lot of loss of life and injury occurred at that point and time 
too. 

DO: Did they ever conceive that a second wave would come after that 
first wave was so devastating? 

CH: Well, then they began to be very much on the alert. But at the 
[200] time it happened, it also came out that they were shooting a gun 

off Punchbowl and forgetting to pull the pin and then the bomb, 
or whatever it was did drop down into the governor's ground where 
the governor's mansion is and did quite a bit of damage. Then 
other stories came out that as the planes were trying to take 
off they were told they had to have requisitions to get ammo, so 
many of them left the ground without even having anything to fight 
with, just sort of panicked, because they really didn't know what 
they were doing, 

DO: So it was really unorganized? 

CH: Yes. 

DO: Then they weren't really ready for the second wave that came? 

CH: No. 

DO: Did people realize how much damage had been done? 

CH: No, I don't think so, not many because, you know, after it took 
effect, then you just sat at your station. Everything went off 
the air except announcements that would come over; you no longer 
had just regular radio stations playing. And you were told you 
had to blackout, so you sat in the dark for many nights until 
you could get to town to buy blackout material to make your black
out curtains and be able to have lights on during the nighttime. 
And no one was allowed on the streets after dark by order of 

* the military governor. So we were under martial law at the time. 

DO: How did people know the attack was over? The planes had come and 
gone once and then they came again; how did people really know 
that it was actually over? 

CH; Well, you just had to sit and you know, it's just like asking 
when the hurricane is over. Just all of a sudden everything is 
quiet and nothing else happens and you just wait to see if any
thing more takes place. You just stood by your radio is what you 
did. 



DO: Did you have to wait a long time? Was it long or did it just 
seem long? 

CH: Well, it seemed very long, but it, you know, the whole thing was 
as if you were in a terrible dream; you just can't believe it's 
really happening. So your first impulse—that was Sunday—so the 
next morning I went down to buy some groceries, thinking we needed 
some things, and maybe there were three cans left on the shelves 
at the market of the whole market. And they weren't supermarkets 
like we have now; we had little grocery stores, family grocery 
stores down in the valley. 

DO: How did you feel when it was over? 

CH: You mean when the attack was over? Well, of course, then you had 
rumors that parachutes were in the mountains so you had to boil 
and you just never knew when they were coming back. Everybody 
said you had to have a bomb shelter so bomb shelters began being 
built. Fortunately we had a cement storm drain on our—where we 
rented—and we just bought a crowbar and we'd lift up the manhole 
and we felt if we ever had to jump down, we had a cement reinforce
ment room below the ground that would give us some protection. 

DO: So people didn't ever really relax? 

CH: No, and then of course, everybody had to be identified and finger
printed. And then you were issued a gas mask and if you didn't 
carry it, you were fined. The barricades went up around the post 
office, which is still the post office in Honolulu and at Punahou, 
the U.S. Marine engineers came in and just took over the whole 
school. And we had to go down; our files and everything were 
just all over the place and we had to recoup all those and then 
move. Our office went to the University of Hawaii; they gave us 
a building there. And then the classrooms were held throughout i: 
the valley in private homes. 

DO: I read in the New York Times where it's mentioned that there 
was a rumor that Germany had been involved with the attack, and 
that it was actually an axis power attack. Did you guys hear that 
or is that one that came out? 

CH: Well, the only thing I know is that it happened that there was 
a man by the name of, let's see. We had General Bolley who was 
a commanding general of Schofield Barracks at the time and there 
were two stories. He had either a nephew or some relative who 
was of German background, an alien German and he was taken into 
custody right away. Then there was another story about a hair
dresser, in Kailua or near Kaneohe Marine Corp Air Station ["sic, 
it was then a U,S Navy air station] and they lived in a house 
that had dormer windows where they were able to transmit messages. 
Now whether this actually occurred or not, but they were taken 
custody, over on Sand Island, Then I know the architect who 
designed our home, who also designed the Arizona Memorial eventually, 
he and his wife were held in custody. 



DO: Just because they were German? 

CH: He was an Austrian, from Germany, from Austria, But they were 
only held for a short period of time and I don't know of any 
Japanese that were detained here [some were, however]. Those 
were all from the mainland where they were taken in, but the 
Germans were rounded up here in Hawaii. 

DO: So they really did think that the Germans had been involved? 

CH: Yes, maybe because of the World War I. You know, American 
[300] Factors originally was known as Hackfield and Sons which was 

owned by Germans. And at the beginning of World War I that was 
sold for the sum of $1 to American citizens and they called it 
American Factors, and Liberty House comes under that. 

DO: There is also the rumor, and it's an opinion heard even today, 
that perhaps it wasn't an unprovoked attack like a lot of people 
think. Perhaps there were underlying political reasons, you 
know, whether to get us in the war or whatever they were. Was 
this known then or is this one that just come out recently? 

CH: Well, you know the higher command may have know that. I know 
that both Admiral Kimmel and General Short, if I remember 
correctly, were relieved of their duties because they were blamed 
for the attack and for not having us prepared and not knowing, 
and get President, you know as history as evolved was, I mean 
we're given the indication that he knew what was going on. Now 
whether he did or not, I certainly don't know. 

DO: Now all the battleships were in harbor at the time and that's 
unusual. I mean, they had to have known why they were in there; 
did they wonder why they weren't divided up? All your battleships 
in one place obviously isn't safe. Did they questions why they 
didn't just divide them up, put some place else? 

CH: I don't know. I remember, some men from Japan who rented a 
house up on Aiea Heights who watched the movement of the troops 
and the ships and I guess he had inside information and knew 
when all of them would be there. So then that was on the recommen
dation of that Japanese counsel; I guess it was. You know I was 
quite young then so I'm really—now I would have been much interested 
than I was at the time. 

DO: I also read in the New York Times where all the Japanese were 
rounded up in NYC and sent to Ellis Island. And you already said 
that that didn't happen here in Hawaii. But how did the Hawaiians 
or the residents feel about the internments that happened all 
throughout the war? Did they kind of resent that we would round 
up all those people or did they agree that they should be interned? 

CH: Are you asking for a personal opinion? I don'ti know what people 
feel as a whole. I myself think it was a crime. Those people 
were American citizens, many of them, you know for at least two 
generations. 



A 

DO: What about the Japanese diplomats, they mentioned several of the 
consuls being rounded up? 

CH: Well, that I would certainly agree with. You know, because that 
apparently was one of the ways they knew what was in Pearl Harbor 
was through that particular office and wherever they had stationed 
their people, here on the island. 

DO: It also mentions in San Francisco and NYC that there was constant 
false air raid attacks where people were just panicking any time 
an airplane flew over. Did that happen here? 

CH: Oh yes. Well, I think it [was ] more a cautionary measure because 
they didn't want to be caught again. Yes, we often had air raid 
alarms and we'd go running out waiting to jump into that cement 
reinforced room. But it was better to be prepared than to have 
that happen again. 

DO: You talked about the police state, or the military state that 
was established. How extreme was the censoring? Because there 
is always censoring in a military state. 

CH: Well, it's kind of interesting. I was asked when I was working at 
Punahou High School if I was married to my job, and this friend 
of mine was working then at the Office of Censorship. I told her 
I had a contract. Well, to make a long story short, the school 
finally released me because many of the students had been 
returning with their families on the transports with the zig-
sagging back and forth all the way to the mainland. And I joined 
the Office of Censorship. And I know that my father was transferred 
about two to three weeks prior to December 7, although he'd 
requested a fourth or fifth year; I think it was a fifth year 
for that particular tour of duty. And he said that a letter he'd 
got from one of their Hawaiian friends was so cut up, it was just 
sort of like a piece of ribbon. You couldn't really tell what 
it said. So apparently she was saying a lot of things she shouldn't 
have. 

But I think by the same token when people first began censoring 
they were just so sort of paranoid that they just cut out anything 
that they thought was any suggestion and where some things were 
all right to say. And as things began to settle down and come 
back more or less to a bit more normal state, then censoring continued 
but wasn't quite as drastic. Now as far as wires went out, we 
tried to send wires and finally got a cable out to my family and 
my husband's family to let them know that we were all right. But 
it took quite a while before those went out. 

DO: I read in one book where names couldn't be mentioned; places couldn't 
be mentioned. Of course, military troops . . . 

CH: Movements couldn't, right? 

DO: But even names and places? 



CH: No, troops couldn't say where they were at all, couldn't mention. 
[400] Just had to go by APO number. 

DO: I read one source [that] said the sentries over the islands were 
ordered to shoot first and then ask questions and that several of 
our planes had been shot down, coming in from the mainland and 
several people had been injured. Was this common? 

CH: You mean our own sentries? I don't recall any at our own planes 
being shot down by anybody after the initial attack. The only 
[one which] I think [was an] interesting incident is the fact 
that they bombed Nihihou. And then the plane crashed on Nihihou 
and the Japanese pilot shot this big Hawaiian fellow and he got 
mad so he picked up a stone and hit the Japanese pilot over the 
head; of course, that finished him. But it was kind of interesting, 
the history of that man having, that Hawaiian who did kill—I 
can't remember his name right now—who did kill the Japanese pilot 
[Ben Kanahele]. There was an article written him, and there was 
some sort of a journal or something that was kept and somehow it 
made its way; it was in scrapbook form. Apparently [it] must have 
had some other articles with regards to the war and made its way 
to some second-hand shop. And somebody picked it up and saw that 
part of their family line and their genealogy was in it. So they 
carried it to Samoa to discuss it with somebody and I don't 
remember the entire details but when those other planes had that 
accident and that hotel in American Samoa [was] burned, this book 
was there. But when they went through the rubble the book was 
still sitting on the table, in the middle of the room and every
thing else around it and the whole wing was completely destroyed 
and burned. But the book was still intact, not burned and the 
table was not burned on which it stood. And it really, apparently 
it was suppose to have been preserved. I mean that's the only 
reason I certainly have for it. 

DO: How did people and you cope with the change? I mean there had 
to have been a drastic change. 

CH: It was. 

DO: How did people cope with that? 

CH: Well, when you have to deal with something you deal with it. Some 
people may fall apart; many people were panicky just to get out. 
I didn't feel that way. I guess because I loved the islands and 
my home was here and at the time I was just recently married and 
we both wanted to stay here. And then when I was working for 
the Office of Censors, when I started working for the Office of 
Censorship things had more or less settled down. I mean it was 
just sort of rountine; you got up and you wore your gas mask and 
you carried your lunch. The air raid alarm would go on so you'd 
go running out of your office and go in behind the post office 
wall. I mean things just go by everyday, routine type of things; 
you just adapted youtself to that. 



DO: How did it change aside from having to wear gas masks? 

CH: Well, till the Battle of Midway, it was very tense; it was 
extremely tense. But after the Battle of Miday the course of 
the war turned towards the east and we were relieved of all that 
tension. Well, your days certainly changed. I mean you couldn't 
be out after night; there wasn't any going to movies after dark. 
There wasn't any kind of activities after dark because you couldn't 
drive home; you couldn't have the headlights on, and so you just, 
you know, you went home to your little place that you put your 
blackout curtains and that was it. Now the buses did run later on 
and they browned out the lights so people could do that, but a 
whole year went by or so before this was done. 

DO: What did people do for entertainment? 

CH: Well, you sat and played canasta or just chatted or I did an awful 
lot of knitting on that little hard bench in my little tiny kitchen 
nook. 

DO: What happened if you got caught at work after dark; you just stayed 
at work? 

CH: No, you just didn't stay at work. If that happened—actually 
there were military vehicles that were allowed out-̂ -and if you 
worked for the military then they saw that you got home. Then 
they also had USO shows for the troops and I can remember we 
happened to have an English bulldog, so they enlisted it into the 
army and they picked him up on the bus and drove him to the show 
'cause he was one of the so-called actors. 

DO: Were things rationed here? 

CH: Yes. 

DO: What was that like? 

CH: Meat was rationed. But we didn't have the stamps that they had 
on the mainland. Gasoline, you could only buy so much. If 
oranges came in, there was an orange line. If butter came in, you 
stayed in line; you got butter. But other than that, you sort of 
adjusted your life so that you used what was available. People 
began to have what they called "victory gardens"; they used to 
grow vegetables. We tried it but bugs always ate everything so 
w© weren't very successful. 

DO: Was it hard for people who had had money or had been "middle 
class" to all of a sudden go down and eat butter when it was 
there and eat meat once a week or whatever the case? 

CH: Well, I know the one thing I learned to do was to mix. You didn't 
get margarine already colored; you got this blob of white junk and 
you had to break a little capsule and then stir it up and work it 
in so it finally looked like butter. Because the white stuff 
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just looked like you were using lard on Crisco and that's not 
very appetizing. Everybody had to adjust so you just either 
learned to adjust or I guess you were unhappy, that's all. There 
really wasn't much complaining. People as a whole just really 
put their shoulder to the wheel, realized they either stayed here 
and endured those things or they went to the mainland or whatever. 

DO: Did a lot of people go to the mainland? 

CH: Yes, a lot of them went. 
[500] 
DO: Were most of them haole or did a lot of the Hawaiian . . . 

CH: Some of the local left but too many. It was primarily military 
families; some of the members of the so-called Big Five families 
sent their families away to school. Our enrollment at Punahou 
really dropped. We just lost kids every single day and they were 
going out on the transports. 

DO: How did they get home? They didn't fly them over, did they? 

CH: No, they went on the army transports which are boats. And they 
would zig-zag across the Pacific, instead of taking, I don't 
know, seven days, five to seven days, it took them two weeks. 
I would rather be here and take my chances; I wouldn't want to be 
out on the ocean and get sunk. 

DO: Did your life change drastically? 

CH: No, because actually the things I enjoyed doing were—really, I'm 
not a nighttime person—I enjoyed doing things during the day and 
we still continued to swim and we worked at our jobs. And then 
two, three years later, we had our first child and that sort of 
an interesting experience having a child in a dark-out, blackout 
hospital room. There were so many children born about that time 
that if one woman got in and was in labor and then she wasn't 
delivering her child soon enough, they'd take her off the table 
and put somebody else on whose child was coming. So it was very 
informal. 

DO: Was there bitterness towards the Japanese after the attack? 

CH: No, I think people had lived together here for so long that if 
there was, I didn't have any feel of it, 

DO: There wasn't the racial tension that there was on the mainland? 

CH: No, but I think there's a certain amount of racial tension in 
any existence where you have multi-cultural people. I'll honestly 
say, I think there's more antagonism towards the Japanese at this 
point in time than there was then. 

DO: Why? 
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CH: Because, I know, I for one, didn't vote for statehood because I 
felt the Hawaiian people would certainly lose their identity and 
all o f the other things. And if you look in all the government 
jobs and I certainly don't have any animosity towards the Japanese, 
but I see what's happening and they're taking over, I mean if you 
look in all the government jobs, city, county, federal, state 
here in the islands of Hawaii, they're predominately Japanese-
filled. And I know that my son never felt that way; he's part-
Hawaiian and he went down because he was looking for a job and 
he didn't have one at the time, and he had two little boys to 
support. And he said the Japanese people that he went to for 
help to fill out the unemployment things were extremely rude and 
not one bit helpful. And he's an island boy, but he finally found 
a Portuguese woman who sat down and explained everything to him 
and when she was through he told her, "I just want to thank you; 
you're the first one who's been nice to me and sat down and 
explained what I should do. The rest of them told me I had no 
chance to ever get . . . " 

So it is happening but I know that the Hale Kulani—I was really 
shocked when I got back to find that the Hale Kulani which 
originally owned by Bob Burns—and they didn't have enough money 
to finance it so they went in together with a Japanese company 
who was doing the financing, and they did all of the building of 
the hotel and supervising the building and staffed it and got it 
all going, were fired and are no longer the ones who are running 
it. And the Japanese people have taken it over, 

[557] END OF SIDE A 

Side B 
[000] 
DO: How long was it before Hawaii ever got back to normal or did it 

ever get back? 

CH: I don't think so. It's never—you know, as you get older and 
you'll see this as you get older. I always used to laugh because 
people would say, "You know, in the old days. . ." Well, I'm at 
the point now and I saw the old days. But Hawaii was a very safe 
place before the World War II. You could go off on a vacation for 
several months and never even have to lock your house; nobody would 
bother anything. As I grew up here in high school we could walk 
all over Honolulu, The only place we really sort of avoided and 
did not go down to except when we had a group, if we wanted to go 
to Manunakea Street to get leis, we didn't go alone. But Hotel 
Street was sort of off limits; that was the prostitution area and 
you just didn't go down there. And during the war they had houses, 
legalized houses of prostitution because veneral disease began 
to become so rampant and they thought to protect the troops and 
everybody it was better to have them legalized and make sure the 
women were free of diisease. So at any rate we could walk all 
through Waikiki; we never had to ever worry. I know I used to 
walk down from Punahou down to Kahala where they had—a group of 
us would down there where we had a cottage and you never had to 
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worry. You could be out at night and no one would ever bother 
you. And that's not true now. You just make sure you locked 
you car. And you can't even hardly feel safe in your house at 
night. 

DO: Has there always been a lot of tension now? A fear that if there 
ever was another war they'd attack Pearl Harbor again? 

CH: I couldn't answer that because I'm not around the area where 
that's even being discussed, 

DO: You don't feel that it would ever happen again? 

CH: Well, I'm not saying it couldn't happen but I think the probability 
of it is that we'd certainly be more prepared. And I don't know 
that we're really, you know, we're really that important. We 
are a fueling place in the middle of the Pacific but the world has 
become so small that missiles can go from Russia to America 
without even stopping in Honolulu. 

DO: Right. 

CH: Except for the refueling of ships I don't see that we're that 
important now, as we were strategically during the war in the 
Pacific in World War II. 

DO: Is there anything else that you can think of that would be of 
any interest about the attack; events that were going on? 

CH: No, not really; we're really pretty well covered it. There's 
sort of a humoristic aspect that my husband and I experienced. 
Because you had to have everything blacked out you didn't dare 
turn your lights on or else you had to appear before-—what do 
they call him—the military, the provost marshall. And no one 
wanted to do that. But we came back from being at the beach at 
the Outrigger Canoe Club and we had had dinner. And it was 
during the summer anddthe nights [sic] are longer then so we 
had enough time and so as soon as we got home it was going to get 
dark so we couldn't turn on any lights. And we rode the bus; 
we didn't have a car. And we ran the backboard up in the kitchen, 
and we had a big curtain between the little hall that was off the 
kitchen and went into the bathroom. And then the bedroom we \ 
didn't black out and the living room. And that's all we had; it 
was a very small apartment. So I pulled the curtain there the 
kitchen and ran the board up and he said, "I'll do the one in the 
bathroom." And you had to stand on the toilet to do that. Well, 
he went running in and jumped up on the toilet and the seat was 
up so he went into the toilet instead and he couldn't turn a 
light on; it was really hysterical. But you know, you only do that 
once; you remember from then on that you make sure the seat's 
down before you get up to put the springs on to hold the curtain 
taut against the sills. 

But it was really—I wouldn't want to experience it—and I often 



13 

[100] think of people who went throught so many bombings in London and 
the different countries in Europe, how they ever put with that and 
children being raised in air raid shelters; you know we didn't 
have any of that. So we'were really fortunate with the initial 
onslaught, that was unfortunate, but after the tide turned at the 
Battle of Midway we really were not bad off at all. Meat was 
scarce but I know I had a friend whose husband was in charge of 
the submarine, the submariners and he invited us to dinner from 
time to time down on the submarine. Then it seemed like the 
military always had all of those kind of things, the civilians 
didn't have them* But I never felt any resentment towards that, 
having been a military child I just understand that's the way it 
is. 

[121] END OF INTERVIEW 
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