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INT: This is Mary Louise King, I'm interviewing Brother August Lo. [At my home at 
99-282 Hakuohano Loop, Mililani Town, Hawaii]. This is my first interview. The 
date is May 4, 1980 and I 'm interviewing him on the Church as he knew it on the 
island of Kauai. Brother Lo, when and where were you bom? 

AL: I was bom in Hanapepe, Kauai, and April 13, 1927. 

INT: You have the same birthday as my husband, April, 13. Could you tell me a little 
bit about your parents, your father and mother? 

AL: I can tell you something about my father, [but I did not know my mother and we 
have no information about her except] that she looks like my sister, the only other 
relative that I have. I have no brothers, just a sister and she is about a year and a 
half older than I am. They say that when you look at my sister, that's how your 
mother looks like so that's the only thing I have about her. She was very young 
when she married Dad. In fact, she was maybe about fifteen or sixteen years old, 
something like that. In the old days, you know thy get married very early. My dad 
was very old. He was about fifty some odd years old. He came from China and 
been here since 1890, something like that, he came her when he was about 
twenty-one years old, worked for a plantation and years later, he decided he 
would go on his own and started to plant rice and raise sugar cane and stuff like 
that. He was not a member of hr Church because of his language problem. He 
didn't know how to speak English, and whatever communication between us and 
him it was through Pidgin English, mixed up with some Hawaiian and some 
Chinese and everything. 

INT: You say you had only one sister. Could you tell us something about her? I 
imagine she influenced your life quite a bit. Could you share something your 
sister with us? 

AL: My sister, being the older one in the family, because my Hawaiian side was all 
members of the Church, missionaries used to come over and they converted all 
my Hawaiian side into the Church. And so, my sister being older, she naturally 
was the one that led the way into the Church. She involved herself in all the 
activities, MIA, you know, Mutual and all that kind of stuff and she was well into 
it because her friends were all members of the Church and they were all her age. I 
didn't have anybody where we were living that went to Church, male members 
that is. So I had nobody to follow just like you know, but except for my sister. 
And because she went, and she went with my Hawaiian side relatives to Church, I 
followed and that's the only reason I went. 

INT: That's almost like my brother. My sister and I were older than him and he didn't 
have anyone to follow so he followed us. What were your early impression of the 
Church. What were the buildings like and the travel to and from the Church? 
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AL: We lived about two and a half to three miles away from the town. We lived in the 
valley, quite far in the valley and part of the way, the automobiles couldn't go. 
We had to walk and had a trail going in to our home. We used to walk down to 
where the houses were in our area and then we used to hop on the car where my 
aunt, my uncle and all those people who went to church, and we drove down to 
the chapel. The chapel was situated on the edge of town in Hanapepe close to the 
north end of the Hananapepe town and it was a building probably no bigger than 
this home. It was really small. It seated about maybe fifty people comfortably, no 
more than that. Otherwise, it won't be able to take that any people; it was very, 
very small. 

INT: What were your impressions of the Church, your early impression when you were 
growing up? What role did the Church play in your life? 

AL: In my early life? 

INT: In your early life. 

AL: I didn't think of the Church as I think of it today. It was quite different. Like I 
mentioned, I just followed the people who went to Church. I didn't go there 
because I had a tremendous testimony or things like that. It was because my sister 
went, my aunt went, my uncle went, so I went. You know one of those early days, 
people who just follow somebody else. That's the feeling that I had from the 
beginning. I went to Church, I say in the meeting, didn't understand too much of 
the meeting, the procedures, the thing they talk about because much of the 
discussion went on in Hawaiian. I didn't speak Hawaiian well you know. I can 
understand a few things but not too much, so they spoke almost everything in 
Hawaiian at that time and I didn't understand it because they told me that I 
needed to go to Church, I went and just say there and listened not being able to 
absorb anything. So my impression at that time was just something that I had to 
go to you know, nothing that I really wanted to. 

INT: It must have been a good impression though if you just had to go. It must have 
been something good. Did you have any anti-feelings about going or did you just 
go because your sister attended and that was the thing to do? 

AL: That was the main reason, because they attended. But I wasn't antagonistic or I 
didn't have anything against the Church. 

INT: Now that you're a little older, when do you think you realized what the Church 
was all about? 

AL: That kind of came quite long afterwards. When I become a teenager, we used to 
have classes; priesthood classes and people who had been chosen to teach those 
classes I felt did not contribute enough so that we would understand the gospel 
well enough. It seems like that they weren't educated. That was my thought at that 
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time because I didn't get anything out of the class. I used to sit there and listen. I 
didn't know the duties of a deacon; I didn't know the duties of the teacher and 
everything. All I knew was that I'll be up there passing the sacrament and that's 
all I did, you know. And being quiet in Church and listening and trying to 
understand whatever I could understand. At that time, I did feel that the Church 
wasn't contributing anything to me. 

INT: How old you think you were at that time? 

AL: I was about twelve years old or about thirteen and that's how I felt. In Sunday 
school was the same thing. We used to go out on the lawn and sit around where 
the teacher was and to me it wasn't interesting. I didn't understand what she was 
saying and I didn't grasp all the lessons she was trying to teach us. So things on 
the outside because more attractive, games, baseball, and soccer, and all that other 
stuff started to come into my life. And I felt that there's more things there than 
what I can get out of the Church, you know. Sol started to sort of drift away at 
that time. The Church really didn't influence my life completely until I was 
already married and started to raise a family and ten missionaries came to visit 
me. 

INT: How did your sister feel about this time? 

AL: She was in there all the time. 

INT: Did she try to influence your thinking when you tried to stray away, and if so 
what did she do to try and keep you on the narrow path? 

AL: She used to ask me to come to Mutual most of the time and try to involve me in 
the activities that they had. Being such a small branch we didn't have enough 
boys to play with. Our activities would be mingling I n with the girls and we 
didn't want that. I didn't want that. They taught dancing and certain kind of 
games that involved the girls and I didn't care for that too. I didn't care for 
dancing and things like that. I wanted something else what the boys do. So they 
had tried to organize a scouting program for us and then we went on that. It still 
didn't interest me and what really cinched the whole thing as to my not wanting to 
participate any more was, we had a camp-out and this was way up in Kokee. We 
were told that we were supposed to bring our own sandwiches for lunches. We 
lived in the valley. We didn't have much money. We didn't go out and buy all 
those ham and stuff like that for our sandwiches. We had chickens, we raised 
chicken, we raised vegetables, we raised hogs and things like that, so we had eggs 
anytime we wanted. So I took bread and I made deviled egg sandwiches. At that 
time that type of sandwiches is pretty good, you know, it's almost like a delicacy 
and people who can get egg sandwiches would like to have them. Okay, so I made 
that for myself and I put it in the package and off I went to catch the tmck that 
went up there, and everybody went up there. We had some of the sister leasers up 
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there too and we had some missionaries you know, young missionaries. So when 
lunch time came she had asked all the scouts, "Okay, bring all your lunches here 
on the table and put it on the table." Then she started to ask. "What kind of lunch 
you got?" Everybody said, "I have jelly, I have peanut butter, I have ham and 
peanut butter and all that." and came to me and I said I had deviled egg. Then she 
took my sandwich. She took my sandwich, she says, "You can have the jam 
sandwich and I'll give this to the missionaries." Just like telling me that this is a 
better sandwich than everybody else's and I should give that to the missionaries, 
and she gave me another sandwich. That hurt me, really hurt me. 

INT: As a result of that you became inactive? 

AL: Yes. 

INT: Tell me about your re-activation. 

AL: You mean how it came about? 

INT: Yes, how it came about. 

AL: I was married for maybe about five years at that time, had about four children. 
One day, I was working in the yard and two men came up. They were actually 
seventies. They were at that time called stake missionaries because we were part 
member family. I was a member and the wife wasn't, so that's how they came. I 
take that back, it was the regular missionaries that came by and started to talk to 
me. In the progress of the conversation they fund out that I was a member. So 
they said, okay they want to make an appointment with me and to my wife 
especially they wanted to teach the gospel. They wanted to come back, make an 
appointment and talk to us. I said, "well okay, if my wife willing, it's okay." So 
they left and then the day of the appointment, two different men came and that 
was the stake missionaries. I remember their names, Orval Woodbury and Pupi 
Alisa. His name is Packard now, he's down at Laie. Alisa is the first name of his 
father, so he took his regular last name and now he's going by Pupi Packard. 

INT: I didn't get that. I want to write that name down. 

AL: I think it's Packer, P-A-C-K-E-R, [Packard Toelupe, now]. I think that' how you 
spell his last name. They came over and then they started to talk with us and 
prepare for the lesson. And what was funny about that, they used to come in and 
they used to direct all their questions and things and their lessons to the wife 
because that's what they came in for. I made out like I knew quite a bit about 
Mormonism because I was a member you know. I came there to listen but 
actually, I was absorbing everything they were teaching you know, really. Of 
course, my wife was too. So that's how it went and by the time she got through 
with all the six lessons I myself receive the lessons also, you know. So that's what 
maybe motivated me into looking into it more and wanted to go back. Then my 
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wife just grab a hold of the gospel right at that time. She wanted to be baptized 
right away because she did understand what the whole thing was about, and she 
really wanted it. 

INT: How did you feel when she wanted to be baptized right away? 

AL: That's a funny thing too because I felt real good about it, you know, even though I 
was inactive for quite awhile, because she really took to the Church. I felt good 
because I belonged to the Church and that I was a Mormon and I felt good about 
it. 

INT: What had been your involvement in the Church? 

AL: From the beginning? 

INT: From the time you were re-activated. 

AL: My first assignment in the Church was, they made me take that teacher training 
course in 1955. It was called teacher training, it wasn't called teacher 
development. So they had called my wife and I and about seventeen other 
brothers and sisters into that program. And Sister Young, I don't know if you 
know her, from Pearl City. She was the teacher, the instructor and she came and 
she taught us how to teach. 

INT: You mean Annette's mothers? 

AL: Yes, yes, Annette Young's mother. She was the teacher. She taught us and in the 
course of the studies, seventeen of the other brothers and sisters dropped out of 
the class and left just the wife and I, and we both graduated, just the two of us in 
the course. On graduation night, that was on a Sunday, we were called to speak in 
church and receive our diploma which was a really excited in day for us. My life 
in school or whenever was never the type that I would be able to go up and talk to 
anybody in a group. I've never participated in plays, I never participated in t 
something that would involve me being up there addressing anybody. I was not 
that type. This was my first experience and I felt really good about it too, I was 
really proud. 

INT: What other experiences did you have in the Church that you would like to share 
with us and with other people? Did you have a favorite scripture that you could 
look up to or that helped to improve your life or did you have particular person 
who helped to influence your life at any time? 

AL: Yes, there were several. As far as the General Authorities were concemed, I really 
looked up to President David O McKay. He was the one that I really looked up to 
the time he was President of the Church. In fact, there were others but I was too 
young to know about them and when I became active in the Church, President 
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McKay was the President of the Church and I really looked up to him. When I 
became active in the Pearl City Branch, after us taking the teacher training course, 
we were called as Sunday school teachers. I was put in course eight and my wife, 
Aurora was put in the course ten. And we both were Sunday school teachers, and 
that's the calling we had, our first calling in the Church. And that was a real 
fruitful one. At that time, Brother Dallas Low, he was the branch President for 
Pearl City Branch, a very good man. We idolized him. He was very humble. He 
was just really good. He also influenced not only my life but my wife's too and 
the kids. 

INT: How do you spell his name? 

AL: L-o-w. 

INT: L-o-w and you're L-o. 

AL: Low. He was one of them that really influenced our lives. There's several other 
people, I can't name names right now. In our branch there were many service 
people, people that came from different parts of the world and different parts of 
the country in the United States. And they brought all the expertise that they had. 
They had experience with large wards, they had experience with small wards but 
they had experience all over the Church, in Utah, and in other places of the 
country and different places where they had different types of meetings and all 
that. And they came down here and shared all that- what they knew, all the talents 
that they had they shared with us. And we were really grateful for that because in 
the early days, I'm not running down the local people but they didn't quite have 
the talent that was needed for the people to grow in the Church. They weren't well 
educated; they didn't have any college degree. 

INT: They weren't broad in their views? 

AL: Probably, probably that's what the problem was. We couldn't progress in the 
Church as fast as we did if it weren't for these people who came from the 
mainland. We really appreciated them and we looked up to many of them who 
came. The Relief Society president at that time was also from the mainland, a 
serviceman's wife, and she sort of took my wife under her wing and sort of made 
her comfortable. It just got us started and she just blossomed in the gospel 
because of that and the same way with me. That's how we really progressed and 
from then I was called to many, many different positions throughout the years. I 
was assistant clerk. I became ward clerk. I was the Sunday school president and 
counselor in there, the Elder's Quorum president, was in the Sunday school 
Presidency in the stake, and all kinds of things in the Church which the other 
people did to help me. That's why I 'm really appreciative to these people. All of 
that callings that I had prepared me for larger things you know, more things in the 
Church that could mean progress. So, after the Elder's Quorum president, I was 
called to be the bishop of Aiea Ward and I've held that position for five years. 
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And after that, I was released. One thing about the release, it's quite different you 
know. I've been called to many positions and I've been released from many 
positions, and I didn't feel as the way I felt when I released from the bishop. 

INT: Could you describe that feeling? 

AL: It's very, it's sad to me, was sad. It's like I've been involved with so many people, 
really involved with them and then all of a sudden, just like I was cut off from 
everything, just like left out on the side. It was sad because I wasn't in it. I 
couldn't get myself really involved with people in the ward. 

AL: You had to kind of undo yourself. 

AL: That's right. It had a different feeling towards it, a lonely feeling, and a sad 
feeling because I'm not involved with all these things. It's just like I was cut off 
from them, but afterwards I got used to it and things became alright. People used 
to tell me about these things. They say you are released from that position, you 
have a different feelings and it's true. 

INT: Did you have any experience when you had to put faith above hope of comfort? 

AL: I don't think so. 

INT: Let me ask you this then, did you have any faith promoting experiences? 

AL: Only when I've been called to bless the sick and the result of that really stirred my 
emotions and made my testimony grow stronger. 

INT: What horizons say opened for you because of the Church. 

AL: I think I can contribute much to my growth in my job to the Church. Like I said 
before, I was not the type of person who would be able to confront a whole group 
of people, you know. I wasn't able to speak in a group. I wasn't able to lead. I 
wasn't able to conduct anything because I was not the type at that time and I 
didn't have any training at all. Incidentally, when I was young, my dad retired 
before I even got out of grade school so there was no income for us, and my sister 
and I had to go to work. So at the early age of fifteen I started working. And so 
that means that I couldn't go to high school at that time so I didn't go. My 
education was limited at that time. Things wasn't easy for me. The jobs that I can 
get was the type that I didn't need any high school education so I wasn't able to 
rise up to where I should be or here I wanted to be. But because of the Church. 
Because of the things that they taught us, made me able to get to that positions 
that I wanted in life. It made me aware of the importance of education, so I went 
to school afterwards, go to night school, get my high school diploma and 
everything like that. That's how I got my education, through that and only 
because the Church had influenced me in that direction. And because I was given 
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positions in the Church to do all these other things, I didn't have to go to school to 
learn how to do it because I learned through experience. With that I was able to 
add that to my work and that's how I got what I have today. 

INT: Do you have a favorite scripture? 

AL: I don't have a particular one that I really favor. I like the Book of Mormon. I've 
read the Book of Mormon through you know from cover to cover and I like many 
things that is in there, general things, many of the things that I talk about, 
especially when I was bishop, I referred to the Book of Mormon scriptures for 
that and different counseling things. 

INT: I think this is all. Do you have anything you want to add? 

AL: No, I don't think so. Is there anything else you want to ask? 

INT: I think we covered it. 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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