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INTRODUCTION 

Although born in Honolulu in 1892, Annie Tripp Ako spent most of her 
l i f e on Maui and a t the time of the interview was living alone on a mountain 
side a few miles above Makawao. Her home, furnished with in teres t ing 
antiques, is very near the house formerly occupied by her grandfather when 
she was a l i t t l e g i r l . She has been active in the LDS Church a l l of her 
l i f e and reca l l s the h i s to r ic v i s i t of David 0. McKay and Hugh J. Cannon 
to Maui in 1921, although the de ta i l s differ somewhat from the accounts 
of other par t ic ipants . 

She t e l l s of the dedications of the Hawaii Temple in 1919 and the 
Honolulu Tabernacle in 1941 and also reca l l s some of the General Authorities 
she has met over the years . 

Although eighty-eight years of age, she seemed very a l e r t and responsive 
to questions about her past . She very graciously loaned me the photos from 
which copies were made to be included here. 

Kenneth W. Baldridge 
Director, Oral History 
BYU--Hawaii Campus 

Laie, Hawaii 
28 May 1981 

Obituaries 
Annie Ako 

MAKAWAO, Maui — Anni*> 
Ako, 95, of Makawap died Wednes
day in Makawao. n z J ^ c / f i 

Wake services wiirbe^rorn 9 to 
10 a.m. Tuesday at the Pukalani 
Ward of the Church of Latter Day 
Saints. The family requests casual 
attire be worn. 

Ms. Ako was born in Honolulu. 
She is survived by a brother, 

John Tripp; and a sister, Lovie Ho. 
i& Dec ifST 
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Side A 
I000] It's the 20th of August 1980, this is Ken Baldridge, I'm in the 

home of Annie Tripp Ako on Olinda Road, Makawao on the Island of 
Maui talking with her about her growing up in the Church. Sister 
Ako, first of all where and when were you born, please? 

AA: I was born in April 18, 1892 in Honolulu. 

Int: And your parents were members of the IDS Church at that time? 

AA: Yes, they were ^Tready members of the Church. 

Int: How long did you live on Oahu before coming over here? 

AA: About a year and five months, then we move back again to Maui. 

Int: So your first memories then would be right here in Maui? 

AA: Uh huh. 

Int: Where did you live when you came back here to Maui? 

AA: On my grandpa's place, right down here in Makawao. 

Int: Was he a member of the Church or just your parents? 

AA: No, no. He wasn't a member of the Church; just my parents were. 

Int: What were your first memories that you can recall as just a yery 
small child? 

AA: Of what is that? 

Int: Well, we're going back now some eighty-five years to when you 
first remembered anything. 

AA: Oh. Well, I remember when we got back here on Maui, my grand
mother was still here, you see, my father's mother, she was still 
here. So since I was the first child, grandchild, they pet me, 
you see, and anything I wanted, they pleased me, you see. So I 
was spoiled. Then I always lived with them at home. My father 
was working for the Haleakala Ranch. For the Haleakala Ranch for 
awhile, then from there Mr. H. P. Baldwin, the father of these 
Baldwin boys now living and Mr. W. F. Pogue got a piece of land 
in Nahiku, way up, it's the government land. They leased that 
land to raise cattle. They wanted my father to go there and live 
and run that place, take care of the cattle for them. So we did. 
We moved over there and lived there then for five or six years 
I think, until I was eleven years o7d. Then my father was in 
Hana one day going a little shopping; he met the sheriff of Hana, 
F. Wittrock, that was his name. So the sheriff asked my father. 



"I always did see you we just salute at each other but never did 
meet to talk. Now, I like to know, who are you?" My father said 
to him, "My name is George Tripp." "What do you do for a living?" 
"I taking care a piece of land, I mean property for Mr. Baldwin, 
Mr. H. P. Baldwin and Mr. W. F.'Pogue." Then he says, "Have you 
got any children?" "Oh yes, I have five and one on the way." 
He said, "What school do they go?" "No school." He said, "Oh, 
oh, you gotta get those children in school; you have to get those 
children in school. How old is your oldest?" I have a girl; 
she's eleven years old." "Not in school?" "No, they not in 
school," "Oh, I gotta see these people", and so he ask for the 
name again of these two, so my father repeat the names. He says, 
"I call them and I'll tell them, you have to get those kids in 
school." So alright, then in a couple of days he met my father 
again and he says, "Now, you gonna move from there with those 
children down to lower Nahiku where the school is." He says, 
"When?" He said, "I don't know; when they ready they'll move 
you down there." So alright, so we moved down there and we lived 
down there. 

For only one year then my father was shifted to Keanae, see, to 
take care the ditch, the water line they call it the Koolau 
ditch. So we lived there—what year was that now?—Oh,I forgot 
now what year was that. Anyway, we lived there, then again we 
are far from school. Then my mother said to my father one day, 
"How these kids going to school again?" The boys could ride down 
on horseback but it's awfully far to go, riding and all that. 
Then my mother said, "Well, we put the two girls in the seminary, 
Maunaolu Seminary, down here." OK, so while my mother was preparing 
clothes for us to go to the seminary, Mr. Baldwin and Mrs. Baldwin 
and some of the plantation men came over to check up on the ditch 
work, you see--my father was in charge with the water works of 
the ditch—then Mrs. Baldwin says to my mother, "Where did Annie 
disappear?" She said, "Oh, she's in out there in the sewing room; 
she's helping putting the buttons on her little dresses." So 
Mrs. Baldwin came in the back there and saw me and said, "What's 
this dresses here for?" "My mother's going to put me in the 
Maunaolu Seminary." She was so happy; she said, "Only you? What 
about Christine?" "No, she cannot afford put the two of us go 
she going put me in first." She went quick to my mother and told 
my mother, "You gotta put the two of them in school together 
because that's as very hard on one child. Too homesick, lonesome." 
So she say, "I can't afford put them two in school." She say, 
"Well, we take care of the tuition," they take care. So Mr. 
Baldwin paid for our tuition, the two of us went to the seminary. 
So that was 1908 we went to the seminary. 

Int: You had no schooling then before you were eleven years old? 

AA: Uh huh. No what? 

Int: You had not gone to school at all until you were eleven? 



AA: Only one year in school in Nahiku then skip the two, three years, 
then start in the seminary. 

Int: Maunaolu. 

AA: Yeah, Maunaolu Seminary. 

Int: Do you remember being baptized? 

AA: Well, I was baptized after I got married. 

Int: So even though you were born in the Church 

AA: I was born in the Church but we were taken away, we were in Nahiku, 
see, and no chance to be baptized. I was too small, I wasn't 
even eight years old when we moved there. I was only about four 
I think, or five, see. 

Int: And there were no missionaries around? 

AA: No, you don't see no missionaries because we live always far up 
in the woods, three miles from the government road, up, nobody 
around, \ lery lonesome, but we enjoy ourselves up there. 

Int: Did you know anything about the Church at all; did your parents 
tell you much about the Church? 

AA: Oh yes, we know we not suppose to smoke or drink coffee or anything 
like that so we live on milk. Get those cattle eh. My mother 

[200] makes the butter and then we have the milk; we plant corn; we 
plant pumpkin; we have plenty to eat. We raise chickens; see, 
we have corn for feed our chickens and our little pigs—wild pigs, 
we catch them. We raise them. Yeah, it was a v e r y good interest
ing life. 

Int: So you were aware that you were in a Mormon family, were you? 

AA: Yeah, but no more teaching from the outside there, from the elders. 
I newer see no elders 'till we move back out here to Makawao, 
then we begin to meet the elders. Now the elders that I met 
here was Elder Henry S. Florence; he's still living in Salt Lake. 
But before that I met some other elders; I forgot their names 
already. They used to come visit us. Then I met Elder [Samuel E.] 
Hurst see, of course, and [David] Kailimai; that's one of them, 
oh, there's lot of elders. 

Int: When did you get married? 

AA: I got married November 27, 1916, and we were baptized 1917, five 
of us in the family over here at Piinolo. 

Int: Was your husband a Mormon? 

file:///lery


AA: Oh yes, he was a Mormon; he was an elder. 

Int: Was he a Maui boy? 

AA: Kula, Kanaio boy. Kanaio. He was married already before maybe 
his wife died, then he married me. 

Int: Had you had any experience with the Church at all before you were 
married except for meeting the missionaries? 

AA: No, no, no. Well, I used to go to Pulehu Church once in awhile. 
I go out there to Pulehu Church. The church still there you see; 
you seen that eh? Isn't that wonderful that the chapel still 
there, yeah. 

Int: Yes, Can you remember any of those early meetings at Pulehu? 

AA: What? 

Int: Can you remember any of those early meetings at Pulehu chapel? 

AA: Oh, yes, because I used to go there and I used to meet lot of 
those old Hawaiian people that used to come to Church there. 
They all make already. They all gone. 

Int: Were the meetings conducted in English or Hawaiian then? 

AA: Well, some of them, the elders try to speak Hawaiian you see, so 
sometime they conduct in Hawaiian so they learn, see. And then 
they try to learn the language, see. No, they talk both, Hawaiian 
and English. All depend who gonna speak, you see. Some Hawaiians 
speak. 

Int: Were the meetings conducted by the local Hawaiians or by the 
haole missionaries? 

AA: Sometimes. Sometime the missionary lead the meeting. 

Int: Was there a branch president there at Pulehu that presided? 

AA: Oh yes. Who was the branch president, Pialii. 

Int: So he is the branch president then, was he? 

AA: Well, not only him; I forget now who was the other one. Pialii 
was branch president there 'till he moved to Keanae. He worked 
on the road, you see, and he moved to Keanae. Well, some others 
was the branch president there. 

c 
Int: Tell me about your marriage; did you get married at the chapel? 

AA: No, I got married at home down in this house down here. That's 
our house down here. The nice big long house you saw down here 
on the road? 



Int: One down the road toward Makawao? 

AA: Right here, right here. 

Int: Right next door? 

AA: Not this one here, the next house below. 

Int: So about two houses down the road toward Makawao from here. 

AA: Uh huh. 

Int: Oh yes. 

AA: That's why we get married right at home, Thanksgiving eve. 

Int: Who married you? 
[300] 
AA: Elder Florence and President Waddoups, Waddoups and I forget who 

was the Elder who was with him. 

Int: So President Waddoups was the mission president then? 

AA: Yes, yes, yes. Well, he is from Laie; he travels you see, check 
us up all the time. He is wery good. 

Int: So then before you were married you had gone to some of the meetings 
but you had not yet been baptized and then you were baptized, five 
of you, after you were married? 

AA: Oh yes. 

Int: How long after, when were you baptized? 

AA: I told you ah, February 27, 1917. At Piinolo. They were ten of 
us baptized that day. The other children were, the other family 
was, what was their name now? Hawaiian people. One boy still 
living, he's David Keala, he's still living. But it wasn't the 
Keala family; he's adopted by his uncle that's how he go by the 
name of Keala. Their name was—gee, you don't hear the name so 
long, you forget the name. 

Int: But there were five in your family? 

AA: Yes. 

Int: The five children? 

AA: Five, brothers and sisters. 

Int: Who baptized you? 

AA: Elder Florence and my husband was the assistant, the helper, of 
Brother Florence. We walked from here to Piiholo stream. 



Int: So you were baptized right there in the stream? 

AA: Uh huh, and the day we were baptized, when we got there to the 
pool, a rainbow just come right over all of us who was standing 
there; pretty, pretty. Florence was wishing he only had his 
camera there but never expect that, you know, and that happened. 
Was v e r y beautiful and I was the first one that baptized. Stand
ing in the pond there with the rainbow right over. 

Int: Ah, sounds lovely. 

AA: Yes. He told us after everything was over, you know, he told us. 

Int: Did they have a little service there? Somebody talk and have a 
song or what, what was the service? 

AA: No, we didn't have that. We just went there and then he bless the 
water, I think, I kind of forgotten already. He and my husband 
standing there, talking, and I think Brother Florence bless the 
water; there's a pond there. 

Int: Were you confirmed then or later? 

AA: No, we got back home here to the—we didn't have no church then. 
We have house-to-house meeting e v e r y Sunday. One Sunday in my 
house, one Sunday in the other brother's house and the next Sunday 
in the other brother and sister's house and come back again to 
my house. That's how we were holding our meeting. 

Int: So there were three families, were there? 

AA: No, more than three families, but that's the only house can hold 
big lot. 

Int: I see. 

AA: See, because in the ranch place, only have a small house, only 
three rooms, eh, some places only four rooms, some place only two 
rooms. 

Int: Was this a branch at that time? 

AA: No, no branch. Paia had a branch, Peahi had a branch, Huelo had 
a branch, and Hana had it, Pulehu had, way over Kula have—no, not 
Kula yet, not Ulupalakua, no. Kula had yes, Pulehu. 

Int: So this was just a little home Sunday School type of thing, was it? 

AA: Yeah. 

Int: Did the elders come to conduct the meetings? 

AA: Oh yes, they come e v e r y [time], never miss; they all come, they 
walk. And during those days the elders used to travel by foot most 



the time but the two elders in Makawao here they have two l i t t l e 
mules. They use the two mules. Elder [Les l ie S.] Dunn was the 
one, he use the mule a l l the time and Elder Samuel P. Cowley; he 
was here on a mission, see. Yeah, Samuel P. Cowley. 

I n t : Was that Matthew Cowley's brother? 

AA: Brother. That's the one died when he went back to Utah. 

I n t : He was in the FBI. 

AA: Yeah, FBI. They kill him, eh? 

Int: Yes. Right. 

AA: That's after he went away. 

Int: So he used to be here as a missionary? 

AA: Uh huh, nice man though; young man, tall fella. 

Int: So these two elders lived right here in Makawao? 

AA: They lived with us; when they come they all stay with me, see. 
Elder Florence live with me. Elder Dunn, all those elders. Elder 

[400] Killian, Elder Le Suer, they from Arizona; Killian and Le Suer they 
from Arizona, Yeah, those boys. 

Int: When the missionaries came and you had these meetings in the 
different houses, what responsibilities did you have? Did you 
teach one of the classes, or lead the singing, or what did you do? 

AA: Well, I took care of the children's class you see. I didn't know 
any songs, so Brother Florence taught us the songs to sing. So, 
the first song we learn that Sunday I started the Sunday School 
class, the little Primary children, "Did you think to Pray". I 
never forget that song, "Did you think to Pray". 

Int: How many people came to those meetings, do you remember? 

AA: Quite a few. Right on the ranch here, Kailipalauli family. He was 
a Church member, he and his wife. They have an adopted daughter; 
she still living. She got married and then went away to the main
land and she was away for twenty-two years, I think. Now she's back 
home here with us, in the class with us now. 

Int: Ah, yes. 

AA: Yeah, she came back with us now, over here at Pukalani. I was 
surprised one Sunday I saw her. I looked at her; she looked at me 
I said, "Lei", she said, "Yes, Annie", she grabbed me and I say, 
"When did you come home?" She said, "Oh, about two weeks now". 
I cried. 
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I n t : When was the f i r s t time you remember meeting in the fchapel, regular ly? 

AA: What you mean? 

Int: Now, when you were meeting up here, you just meet in the homes; 
you and the other families would take turns meeting in each others 
homes. 

AA: Once in awhile we go to Wailuku, when they have conference. We 
all go to Wailuku, see, and then we go to Paia, see; that's how 
we used to do before. Since it was so far and not enough lunas 
or elders to take over the responsibilities of the priesthood 
and all that, so that's how they combine us all together so we 
enough to take care everybody. So they divide us up into three 
branches, Pulehu, then Haiku. Pulehu and Haiku. Then after that 
they thought of doing this now, only Kahului and Pukalani. You 
got that down, Kahului and Pukalani. 

Int: Were you part of the Pulehu Branch, first? 

AA: Yes. 

I n t : Up here in Makawao, 

AA: No, we're not at Pulehu, we're not j o i n wi th Pulehu. Pulehu by 
i t s e l f . This is j u s t our l i t t l e d i s t r i c t , you see. Then we used 
to have our meeting, n ight meeting down here at the home of one 
the s is ters and a brother. They l i v i n g here now wi th us, t he i r 
chi ldren grown up, b i g , and then, I th ink one g i r l got married 
and she's l i v i n g in Laie. The father is F i l i p i n o , the mama is 
Hawaiian and j u s t l a te l y they been to the temple. So they working; 
they t ry ing hard; they are working in the temple. 

I n t : And who is the daughter who l ives in Laie? 

AA: I don ' t know her name. Only one g i r l they had, and they had 
three boys, I th ink , and tha t ' s the son that d ied, Ernest Fernandez, 
Ernest Fernandez that died in Kihei? You heard that accident? The 
big rock they was b last ing on the road there, bui ld ing the road, 
the county was bui ld ing the road, or on construction any how. This 
rock flew way up high and f e l l down and I think i t h i t him on the 
chest and k i l l him r i g h t there. And he had a haole w i f e , three 
sons; she's back in Salt Lake now and then the mother-in-law j u s t 
t o ld me the other day, couple of days ago, that she's married again. 
He's not a Church man but he goes to church; he's not a Church 
member. That's the saddest par t . She f e l t bad; she's sorry she 
married that man. He promised her that he would j o i n the Church 
as soon as they get married but he never did i t . S t i l l that way, 
so she's kinda sorry now. 

I n t : Yes, tha t ' s always kind of d i f f i c u l t a l r i g h t . 

AA: Yeah. 
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AA: 

Int: 

AA: 

Int: 

AA: 

Int: 
[500] 
AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int: 

AA: 

What was the first branch that you can remember being part of? 

The first branch? 

Uh huh. 

Well, that's Pulehu. 

So you were part of Pulehu Branch? 

From the beginning before I was married, I was going to church there 
see. Then we had two elders used to live in Makawao here and then 
we had our own little Sunday School class up in Makawao here, that's 
Elder Miller and Elder Betts, Norman Miller and Betts. For about 
one year I think, they lived up here like that, then they were 
released. 

So, always you lived right up here on the mountain then? 

Yeah, then I went to Paia and my husband was branch president for 
Paia. Then from there we moved to Kaupo, my husband was in charge 
of Kaupo Ranch for Dwight Baldwin so we moved to Kaupo and we lived 
in Kaupo three years^ and a half but we already have this place. We 

see, and we went there and live three years and 
a half, depression, so we were pau, we come back again here; then 
we go to church. 

So when he was branch president in Paia? 

Yeah, he was branch president in Paia. 

What were you doing in the Church then? 

I was Relief Society sometime, working. 

What were the meetings like--the Relief Society meetings—back in 
those days? 

Was good, we follov)/ the same thing that they teach in Utah. We had 
to follow the same 

Did you have quite 

thing. We all do the same kind of a job. 

a few sisters that came out to the meetings? 

Yes. Sometimes plenty, same as like now, sometimes hardly anybody. 

Yes it varies from year to year, I guess. 

Yeah. 

Did you teach in t^e Sunday School also? 

Yes, I did. 
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Int: Was it quite customary for you to have more than one job at a 
time in the Church? 

AA: What do you mean? 

Int: Did you teach in Sunday School and hold a Relief Society job at 
the same time? 

AA: No, no, no. I work in the Relief Society and then I work in the 
Sunday School. 

Int: But not at the same time? 

AA: No, no, no. 

Int: I know quite often in some of the branches it's necessary for one 
person to hold quite a few jobs. 

AA: Not enough members, you see, not enough you see, that's why. But 
in our little branches we had enough sisters. Lily Hokoana takes 
care the Primary and Martha Hokoana, she takes care the Relief 
Society sometimes and sometimes I take care, too. We all take part, 

Int: Well that's fine. You were there in Paia for just a year you say? 

AA: No, no, no, we were there about three, four, five years. Then we 
had to go to Kaupo; then we were away for that three and a half 
years and then we came back again, we go back again Paia. Then, 
from there they already move to Haiku, see, hardly any members eh; 
they already move to Haiku. So, then my husband went in that time, 
he went to Honolulu, just before the war started. Well, he didn't 
have no more job on the ranch here because he went over there, see. 
Then he went to Honolulu looking for a job; he got a job and the 
war broke out, then he got stuck down there. He couldn't come 
back. So I stayed here; my mother and father lived in their house 
here, so I was raising pigs and cattle. I was raising pigs and 
cattle. Then, when the war started, here comes the captain of the 
camp, the camp was right in here. 

Int: Just down the hill from here? 

AA: No, no, across, across the road here, the camp. They wanted to 
know if I could take more slop from them to raise the pigs. So 
my father told them we cannot get anything, they freeze, Uncle Sam 
freeze everything. We cannot get no lumber, no fence, no cement, 
no nail, no nothing. "Oh, that's your problem", he said this. 
"And who's the lady up here, the red head lady up here?" "That's 
our daughter", my father told him, "that's our daughter". "Oh, 
I didn't know that; I was wondering who she was". Then he says, 
"Yes, our daughter". So he says, "You think she be able to raise 
more pigs if she gets material?" He said, "Yes, that's what she 
always tell me. She wish she can get lumber, build the pig pen 
bigger so she can raise more pigs". "Well, I'll go up and see her 
then." 
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So he came here and talk with me. In a couple of days after that, 
here comes the truck with a load. Lumber, barbed wire, fence nails, 
all kinds of stuff. He says now, the boy says, "Here's your stuff, 
the cement for make cement floor". So I says, "Well, OK, put it 
in the garage here" so we fix a room in there; we put everything in 
there. So he came over again. Captain Powers came over again and 
he told me, "When you need the boys to help you we send you a gang 
of boys", I said, "No, I just need two boys and don't bring no beer 
with them. I don't want no liquor because that's all they do; they 
just drink and they don't do the work , they sit down." He says, 
"Oh, alright." So those boys didn't like the idea; they like their 
beer, you see. I said, "No, you boys not gonna fool around, you 
not gonna do the work I'm kick you out of here." 

So OK, so they went back and told Captain Powers, what a wild 
woman; she put the hammer on us. I hit'em with the hammer, [laughter] 
So he said, "Well, you do the work straight for her; she don't 
want to fool around she want to hurry up and get that pen fixed." 
Yes. I did. So, I had sixteen mothers. I made sixteen mother pigs 
and I was selling out babies. I made money on that. Only two years 
and a half after that, too late you see, two years and a half after 
that, the war pau. 

Int: Let's go back to 1921 and tell me about when David 0. McKay and 
Hugh Cannon came over here. 

AA: Why, why, you heard something? 

Int: Well, I know that they came here to Maui and you attended some of 
[600] the meetings where they spoke, did you? 

AA: And what? 

Int: When President McKay came over here to Maui and stayed—did he stay 
with you at the house at the ranch? 

AA: No, he came just that day—you saw that picture I show you--just 
that day. [see page 26] He had made an arrangement with Pia Cockett 
to find a place for them to have lunch 'cause he's bringing this 
man, Hugh Cannon, to visit Pulehu, see. So he wanted to have a 
place to have lunch, then they go over to this place, to the Pulehu 
Branch. So Pia Cockett said, "Yes, sure I'll fix that up." So he 
called us; Pia Cockett called us and told us about it. So we said, 
"Alright, I cook the kaukau; I make the lunch for them, come up 
here and have lunch with us." 

So that's how we got through with our lunch; we came out and he's 
just about to get going out to the car. President McKay stop us; 
he says, "Stand right where you are". He wanted take the picture, 
so he say like this, "Stand right where you are". He had his camera, 
then Pia Cockett said, "I take the picture; you all stay right 
there; give me, I take the picture". McKay said, "Fine". So my 
bouse was all fence around you see, all yard, all fence. He said. 
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"You stand right against that fence there, don't move; so we can 
make a good picture, take a good picture." So he did, and he took 
our picture. When he get through taking the picture he said to me, 
"Sister Ako, why don't you go to Pulehu with us?" I said, "Your 
car is full; there's no room for me." He said, "No, there's room 
for two more." He wanted my husband and I to go but my husband 
had to work, that's working hour for them see. He said, "I cannot 
go; she can go." 

So he said, "Ah, get your hat now," he says to me. I says, "No, I 
don't need the hat; I need a pair shoes on my feet (I had slipper)." 
So he said, "Alright, let's get going." So I went in and get my 
shoes, came out; we went to the car. So when we got there to 
Pulehu—there was McKay in the front, Pia Cockett, McKay and Hugh 
Cannon in front and I was in the back with Elder Hurst and Elder 
Kailimai. So we were going we were talking, whispering and this 
three in the front talking, talking. So we get up the church; 
McKay got off, Hugh Cannon got off, we all follow in the line, 
going, going, going. 

We went right behind the chapel and back of the chapel on the side 
there, there was a cottage where Pialii was already in Keanae. So 
we went right there and President McKay said like this, "Let's 
stand here and have prayer offered here". So I stand against the 
tree, not leaning against, but there's a stone wall there. You 
went behind there, eh? Of course that's a different chapel now 
over there, different building there now, the old building was all 
rotten. This building there now, not the chapel, I mean that little 
cottage, that building there now that was the building we had in 
Ulupalakua Branch. So we brought it and put it there. So anyway, 
we went behind there, stand there, and Brother McKay was standing 
praying away. I heard this noise, crack, crack, crack, just like 
a cow or something coming down. So I said to myself, I wonder 
what is this. I thought I was the only one that heard the noise. 
Kailimai heard, too. So, I was getting scared; I nearly looked 
behind. Then I heard this thing, jump right behind my back. I 
thought they all heard that jump, no—then I felt this thing push 
me, push me over. So I kinda look, I didn't see anything. I was 
standing there a little while, President McKay, I look at him, he's 
still praying, praying, praying. So I said to myself, "Gee, what 
is this?" So I look again; when I look again I saw these two 
hands, shaking hand. This person by me—no body just the hand
shaking hand with Hugh Cannon, see. So I said to myself gee, then 
I look across; Kailimai looking at me. So he look at me with his 
eye wide open, he looking at me and he said to me, "Pointing me the 
hand". I said, "Yes, I see." So I close my eyes. I wait, wait 
but McKay keep praying, praying, praying, I look over here; this 
people they don't look at nothing. Just like they don't hear nothing 
they don't know what's going on. Then he goes on praying, praying, 
praying then I open my eye again, the two hands still holding and 
Kailimai still looking. So we both look at each other and he shut 
his eyes; I shut my eyes, too and I try to feel if I can feel a 
person by me because I only see the hand; I don't see nobody. So 
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I try to move l i t t l e bit to feel i t , [but] nothing, I can feel 
nothing. So, then I can hear McKay just about the end of prayer 
so I open my eye, ah, the two hand was gone. So Kailimai shut his 
eyes, too. So OK, just as soon as he "amen" he get hold of this 
man Hugh Cannon, the two of them walk straight to the fence. 
Kailimai came to me quick said, "Sister, why didn't you stop them, 
tell them what you saw?". I told him, "You call them; you talk to 
them." "No, no, no, you, you talk to them." So I call him. I 
say, "President McKay". He heard; he said to me, "Yes?". I said, 
"Come, the two of you come here". So came. Elder Hurst, Pia 
Cockett [were going] way down [toward] the Church. We thought the 
Church was shut that day, and locked. We didn't know the Church 
was not locked. So, anyway, when I look at this two they were way 
down. So here comes McKay; he said, "Yes?". I said, "You know, 
I saw a vision." He said, "You did?" So he said to [Cannon] to 
come here, so he came. I said, "I think this is your father", and 
I explain to him how I saw the two hands; that man just cry. 
McKay say, "Who do you think that is?" I says, "I think that ' s 
his father; that 's nobody else but his father." McKay said to me, 
"Could be him; could be Jesus Christ." I said, "No, that 's not 
Jesus Christ. That's not his hands because the sui t , same suit as 
this man. The suit is the same; that 's a tweed sui t , same suit 
and the same hands, as his father, I'm sure." More that man cry, 

[700] see, he cried and he catch my hand, he hold me. So I told him 
like th is , "Don't cry, be happy that 's your daddy." So they went 
again, stand by the fence over there talk, talk, talk, talk, talk, 
McKay was talking to him. When [George] Q. Cannon was here preach
ing the gospel, I wasn't here, see. But when that ah 

Int: When George Cannon was here you mean? 

AA: Yeah, the f a t h e r , George, yeah , George Q. Cannon. You saw the 

swimming pool where they go bap t i ze? You never s e e , Pulehu? 

Int: No, I didn't see the pool, no. 

AA: Way up. They never show you? 

Int: Behind the chapel, is i t? 
AA: No, no , no. You know t h a t Hawaiian people t h a t l i v e r i g h t next to 

the chape l , John Kanahuna eh, E l l a , E l l a , the big f a t l ady , E l l a . 
You seen them? The blue house above the Church. 

Int: I t was about five years ago when I was there. 

AA: Oh, you d i d n ' t go t h i s time? 

Int: Not this time. 

AA: Oh. Up that road where that Hawaiian man live, up that road you 
go way up because before, Kula [had] no more water, no more place 
to baptize. Only when we have big rain that pool is full; that's 
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when he go gather all the Hawaiians for baptize, go baptize over 
there. That's the way he goes baptize. And everybody know that 
the farmer, the Japanese, they all know that. When they see him 
coming with those people, the Japanese all come look, see, they 
want to see how baptize, eh. First time they see such a thing; 
they see baptize in the water, see. So now people wondering where 
we baptizing, I say, "Right in our chapel. We have our own fountain 
right in the chapel, Pulehu have one, I mean Kahului have one, 
Pukalani have one, right in the chapel." 

Int: Now, let me ask a question about the hands. Right next to you 
there's no body, just the hands. What about the other hand, who 
was he shaking hands with? 

AA: With his son. 

Int: With Hugh Cannon. 

AA: Yeah. He was shaking hand with this hand, but no body on, that's 
why made him more cry, I said, "That's your daddy." 

Int: Was he aware at the time that he was shaking hands with someone? 

AA: Who? 

I n t : Was Hugh Cannon aware at that time that he was shaking hands wi th 

someone? 

AA: What you mean, aware? 

I n t : Did he know that he was shaking hands? 
AA: No, no, no, he d i d n ' t know anything. No, he d i d n ' t know anything. 

I th ink McKay had asked him that i f he f e l t something holding his 
hand or what. No, the both of them was standing l i k e t h i s . 

I n t : David McKay and Hugh Cannon were standing there wi th the i r arms 
fo lded. 

AA: Yeah, l i k e tha t . A l l of us standing l i k e tha t , you see. Because 
when McKay says, when we got to there, "Let 's form a c i r c l e here 
and l e t ' s o f fe r a prayer to the Lord" , and he stand l i k e that so 
we a l l stand the same way, see, and r i g h t next to me was Elder 
Hurst then Pia Cockett was the next one, than Ka i l ima i , than Hugh 
Cannon, than McKay. McKay was facing me. 

I n t : Now wasn't President E. Wesley Smith there also? 

AA: No, no, no. 

I n t : He wasn't there? I thought that he was there at that t ime; I 
thought that he was the one that had taken Elder McKay around. 
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AA: No, no, no, was us. So a f te r that Pia Cockett he's so sorry that 
his p ic ture was not in the p i c tu re , see, and he couldn ' t say that 
he was the one that took th is people over there to the Church, see. 
But he was the one took us over there but he d i d n ' t show himself 
in that p ic ture . 

I n t : Was David Kai l imai 's idea the same as yours? Did he see the one 
hand? 

AA: Oh yes, yes, yes; he know, he know. And he to ld me tha t . He sa id , 
"No, tha t ' s the papa, tha t ' s the papa." He t e l l me, "That's the 
father of that boy. You r i g h t " , he t e l l me. He said to me, "Who 
you think that hand was?" I sa id , "That's the fa ther " . And 
President McKay he look at me, he say, "You sure?" I know tha t ' s 
his father 'cause tha t ' s the fee l ing I have, when I saw th is pe rson -
nobody—well , that was the fa ther . He's so happy the boy came here 
to see where belabored, see, tha t ' s why that boy go cry . That's 
a big man, too, that Hugh Cannon eh, yeah, tha t ' s a big man, too. 

I n t : So the thing that made you sure was j u s t the fee l ing that you had. 

AA: Uh huh. 

Int: Because you couldn't see anything? 

AA: Uh huh. 

Int: Now, did you say awhile ago that his suit, could you see a suit... 

AA: Yeah, just a sleeve, just here, right here. From here down I could 
see his hand and see the suit, the coat. 

Int: Up to about his elbow? 

AA: To here, yeah, uh huh. 

Int: And there was nothing above 

AA: And same as the son, same kind of suit, the tweed suit, little bit 
red, little bit black and little bit white like that, little greenish 
yeah. 

[770] END OF SIDE A 

Side B 
[000] 
Int: Did David Kailimai see the suit material the same as you did? 

AA: I never ask him that. But he can see the two hands and me, I never 
forget because just like this you know, just hold just like that. 

Int: So they just held hands during the prayer? 
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AA: Just hold hand like that when they pray--two big hands. Two big 
hands, those two hands. 

Int: Was it just the one hand out without the body or did he have his 
other hand there, too? 

AA. Who? 

Int: The one that you thought was the father. 

AA: No, no just like that, only these two hands. 

Int: Just the one hand. 

AA: I see him; this is the son over there, I can see his body and 
everything. And this one here by me standing--!'m here standing— 
is only 'till here I can see, and no more body; that's why I try 
to make my hand if I can feel a body, eh, I try to make my hand 
like that, no, no body. And I look, no, only Elder Hurst standing 
by me. And Elder Hurst was close to me, no more space [between us]. 

Int: But you and Brother Kailimai were the only ones that saw it? 

AA: Uh huh. 

I n t : Elder Hurst d i d n ' t see i t ? 

AA: No. They d i d n ' t know nothing and even President McKay, he d i d n ' t 
even know there was anything going on. He was shocked when I t o ld 
him tha t . He sa id , "What?" I sa id , " I saw a v i s i o n . " "Come here", 
he sa id ; he cal led that man quick. "Come here, she saw a v i s i o n . " 
So he got hold of me; he to ld me and he ta lk and Kail imai come, too, 
sa id , "Yeah, I saw too. What she see, I see too . " 

I n t : So i t was Elder McKay and Elder Cannon and you and David Kail imai 

that were ta lk ing there r i gh t a f te r . 

AA: Uh huh. 

Int: And Elder Hurst and Pia Cockett gone away. 
AA: Well, they gone in the front; they go to the Church. So we all went 

to the church window. The church window was open underneath like 
this so I thought they leave the church open for air, not air tight 
and I didn't know the door wasn't locked. The door was closed but 
not locked. 

Int: So the window was up about an inch. 

AA: Yeah, all the windows, the two windows mauka side, the two windows 
was like that open. So I looked in there, I wanted to see because 
in front of the Pulehu Church up by the pulpit over there had the 
Salt Lake Temple picture before and Joseph Smith's picture with--
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I don't know who else—with Lorenzo Snow or who the other couple 
with him, was those pictures? So I asked this Hawaiian fellow, 
John, I said, "John Kanahuna, what happen ;to those pictures in 
the church before, when we were at Pulehu?" He tell, "Ah, we took 
em off and put down inside because now the hippies they go inside 
the church, they go make use bum bye; they broke them and all that, 
we put them behind." He say, "How you know?" I said, "We went by 
the window; we open the window; I see the window open little bit 
so I went push the window open; ah, that's how we see." So I called 
them, "Come, come, can see inside." So they all came and looked 
inside, and there's no pictures, no nothing. So we never did go 
and touch the door because we thought the door was locked. He said, 
"No, we no lock the door and nobody go fool around in that church." 
And I said, "Well, this is what I used to do; that's the same thing 
I used to do for myself. I used to pray; I hear all these people 
going around and stealing and murdering and go in and kill a woman 
and harm the women in the house. Living alone and all, I used to 
pray to our Heavenly Father, "Please protect me, keep all the naughty 
people away; don't let them come and do me no harm because I'm not 

[100] doing any harm to nobody." So I used to pray for the Pulehu Church. 
I say prayers; I says, "And protect our Pulehu Branch that nobody 
go in there and touch that chapel. The day they touch that chapel, 
they find out what they gonna get." I used to pray and I used to 
talk like that, you know. I always ask them, I say, I even ask 
[Evan] Larsen [president, Kahului-Hawaii Stake], 'cause now they 
put fence all around and have a gate, before no, and have somebody 
to clean that yard all the time, before, no. Now they get every
thing all up to date, fence up all pa-a, yeah, good, nice. And 
you see how the Lord preserve that Church. Not even rotten. 

Int: Did Elder McKay and Elder Cannon stay here any more than just the 
one day? 

AA: No, they went back and spend the night, I think, with Pia Cockett, 
I think, down there and then they have night meeting down there, 
see, we cannot go because we have no car. Those days we have no car. 

Int: Did they bring you back up here? 

AA: Oh yeah, they brought me back. From Pulehu they brought me back. 
Then I told my husband the story that we saw that day, you know, 
and my husband said to me, "How you see?" I said, "I saw it", and 
I told him how. He no say nothing; he keep still. He never say 
nothing. He thought I never say anything to McKay and them, so 
one day he asked me, he said like this, "McKay and them know that?" 
I said, "I told them." He said, "Oh, you told them; and what they 
say?" "Well, they think how wonderful it was and they hardly 
believe that but I told them that's what I saw and Kailimai is my 
witness. We both saw." But I heard lately came in the stories 
some of those magazines or some pictures some place, that Kailimai 
went and told that he saw the vision. I said, "Yeah, he can say 
that; he saw the vision, but he didn't mention me, too, you see. 
He say, he saw, and then that's a different story they talk about. 



but tha t ' s the same th ing , tha t ' s the same one. But Kail imai 
died. This is his son, I th ink , l i v i n g in Hawaii, plant ing the 
beans, t r y ing to make l o t of money. You know, they have a l i t t l e 
newspaper that [has a] l i t t l e d i s t r i c t and he's a spray man. I t 
make you laugh when you read his l i t t l e a r t i c l e about what he says, 
[ t h a t ] they work hard and he's a spray man and then when they have 
l o t of work to do they get the i r wives to help them plant the 
beans or dig the ground or something l i k e that . Yeah, tha t ' s a 
l i t t l e kolohe [naughty] man, too. Wel l , anyway 

I n t : Did you t e l l other people about th is vision? 

AA: Oh, qui te a few people know. They know. I think the Mossman's 
they know too. I d i d n ' t ta l k to him but I th ink they saw the 
p ic ture . Ernestburg know. You know down Laie, eh; he's from here. 

Int: Bill Ernestburg? 

AA: Ernestburg is my cousin. 

Int: Oh, is he? 

AA: Yeah, he a Tripp boy, too. Tripp family. Married the Samoan 
wahine. 

Int: Yes. 

AA: Yeah. They come here get geneology from me. 

Int: Yes. Yes, I know them very well. Right now you're part of the 
Pukalani Ward. 

AA: Oh yeah, I'm a member of the Pukalani Ward. 

Int: So before the Pukalani Ward was created, were you part of Pulehu 
all that time? 

AA: No, no, no, I was part of Haiku; we all from Paia, went to Haiku. 
See, I was from Paia, from Makawao here to Paia, then we went to 
Haiku. From Haiku we have this chapel built here in Pukalani, see. 
Then we stay here in Pukalani now. 

Int: Pulehu, Haiku and Peahi and Paia all joined together to become the 
Haleakala Branch, is that right? 

AA: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
[200] 
Int: And then the Haleakala Branch became Pukalani. 

AA: Yeah, that's the same one; Haleakala is Pukalani, you see. 

Int: When you were living up here, did they do Relief Society visiting 
teaching? Did you go around and visit the homes of the other sisters? 



AA: No, no, no. I didn't do that. We go to Church on Sunday's; that's 
the only time we have our Relief Society. 

Int: So the Relief Society ladies did not visit each other's homes? 

AA: No they did. Then afterwards I work with the Relief Society District 
Board in Wailuku. The four of us, we used to go to Hana, visit 
the other sisters, to Hana. Elder [Gordon] Empey was the Elder 
of the Relief Society work. And we all went to Hana, I forgot 
what year was that now; I didn't keep track of that. Like now we 
keep track our every day history, eh, it's good, you see, you know 
how, you don't go twisting back and forth here and there skip one 
and all mixed up, see. 

Int: But you did travel around to the various wards when you were work
ing with the Relief Society? 

AA: Uh huh. 

Int: Sister [Hannah] Apo I was talking to also traveled with the Relief 
Society. 

AA: Sister Apo and Sister [David Sr] Keala. Sister Apo well, now 
she's a Sunday School teacher for our class. She teaching, that's 
what one of the members ask me, "Why she teach us in Hawaiian 
because now we have to talk Hawaiian, our lesson is in English?" 
I said, "Listen, the olden people before that died, they all 
Hawaiians, they never hear the gospel. So when we get over there, 
we have to talk Hawaiian to them. If we don't know how to talk 
how we going preach the gospel to them?" He said, "Oh, I see. 
But funny, Sister Apo no tell us, she only talk Hawaiian to us 
and tell us we must learn the Hawaiian language. But hard for 
me, I cannot...." I say, "We understand that, because you Filipino. 
But pretty good for you because your wife is Hawaiian and you learn
ing from her." I say, "No need worry, you get excuse for that, 
you're different nationality, see. But you pretty good; you know 
how to talk Hawaiian little bit; you understand the meaning, see." 
He tell, "Yeah but you teaching me." He's telling me [that] 'cause 
he ask, "What this word?" So, I said, "I not good interpreter, 
you know", and then I tell him. He tell me, "Oh, oh, oh, I see, 
I see." I said, "Keep still, no talk." So we keep still. I said, 
"you were talking with Koomoa; what Koomoa tell you?" He no tell 
me nothing." 

Int: Did you ever go over to Laie with any of the temple groups from 
here? 

AA: Oh yes, we used to go before. But how long I never go tempie— 
sick, eh. I cannot go long, see. Yeah, I think I away from the 
temple now about twenty years. 

Int: Did you say you were there at the dedication of the temple? 
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AA: Yeah. 

Int: Tell me about that and what you remember from that? Did a group 
go over here from Maui? 

AA: No, only few of us, only few of us 'cause those days hard, eh. 
No way, no transportation and no more like airplane, eh, go by 
boat and all that and take days to go and all. But we went. My 
husband, [David Sr] Keala--! think, Pia Cockett; I think there's 
only four couples or five of us went from here to that dedication. 
We stay with Brother Forsythe, Eddie Forsythe, 'cause he's a Maui 
boy; he's Pulehu man. They were Church members over here in 
Pulehu that time, one of the first Church members in Pulehu when 
Charley, my husband, was over there before. I think that's how 
Charley join the Church, through him. 

Int: So the four couples went over from here; you traveled over by 
boat? 

AA: Yeah, by boat we went to Honolulu, to Laie, and I got the picture 
Heber J. Grant when they first came here to Laie when President 

[300] Samuel E. Woolley was the president of the branch; that's when 
they build the temple, you see. How the people in Honolulu talk 
about it, they all came with big Stetson hats, look like cowboys, 
they said. I got the picture of them in the Advertiser. 

Int: Did somebody meet you in Honolulu then to take you out to Laie? 

AA: No, we had to find our own way; that's transportation you see, 
gotta go certain streets. I think that's the same way they going 
now. Meet the bus. 

Int: Was there a bus that took you out to Laie? 

AA: Yeah, we had to go by bus. 

Int: You didn't ride the train? 

AA: No, no, no, we didn't ride the train, the bus. 'Till now people 
going by bus. One bus go down, one bus come upl keep going up and 
down. 

Int: Did you make any stops overnight or did you drive all the way out 
to Laie? 

AA: No, we just drive all the way over. 

Int: So, you didn't stop at Kahana, for example. 

AA: Where? 

Int: At Kahana Valley? 
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AA: No, no, no, we went straight because we had to go down to the 
temple; we went straight. But we went by ourselves, not with the 
group, because different people were going too, eh, we don't know 
some of them Church members; we don't know who they are. On the 
same bus; we gotta get in there to fill 'em up. See, Keala and 
them they didn't go with us. Different day. Some they go early. 
I never forget this. Sunday morning we were all at the Church 
and then all these Laie people they were busy rehearsing their 
program you see for Sunday School. Then Heber J. Grant was sit
ting up on the pulpit there; he was humming this song all the 
time--I never heard this song before, "Who's On the Lord's Side, 
Who?". He was going away; he was singing away, he turn around he 
says to me, "Will you play this piano for us Sister, 'Who's On the 
Lord's Side' is page so and so", I say, "I wish I know how to 
drum that thing." He said to me, "Oh, I'm sorry, don't you know 
how to play the piano?" I say, "No, I don't know." "You just as 
bad as I am; I'm sorry too", he says. So he stand up he says, 
"Where are all these people?" I say, "I think they rehearsing 
behind, you hear them singing in the hall?" "I heard some singing 
too, but oh. I want to sing this song, I want for us to rehearse 
this song." He loved that song you know. I say, "You tell 'em 
when they come in here." He say, "Who's the piano player?" I say, 
"I don't know." And Frank Wool ley, Frank Woolley was Samuel E. 
Woolley's son, he was way in the back there sitting down. He saw 
me, he tell me, "No tell 'em", you know, "because his wife gonna 
go play the piano. So I says to him, "I no say nothing." So 
anyhow, so first thing you know they ring the bell or some kind of 
noise and everybody came in. I say, "Now you can ask them here's 
the girl playing the piano." So he came down there talk to her. 
She said they have the schedule already. He says, "Never mind 
that schedule; I want to teach you people this song." So he stood 
up. He stood up in the pulpit and he says, "Everybody in here?" 
And then those people said, "Yes." They was wondering what he 
gonna say. He said, "Please, we can sing your song you want, too, 
but please give me one song; I want to teach you this song." He 
remember that song when he first went to Church; he always like to 
learn that song, you see, and he can sing that song, too. So, 
alright; [laughter] we laughed. He sing so loud [laughter]; he 
got such a loud voice, boy, everybody sing and people start to 
laugh. But I no hear them singing that song anymore. 

Int: Not very often; occassionally we still hear it. 

AA: Why? 

Int: I like it, too. 

AA: Yeah, I like the song, you know, but you no hear them sing, even 
over here. I told Maile (Mossman) one day, I say, "Maile"—she 
tell me, "Yeah but they don't sing", and she said, "Well, it's 
not our part to talk to them because" I say, "You tell Hoku, 
Hoku Padilla." Then she said to me, "Ah, they pick up their own 
songs," 
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Int: 

AA: 

[400] 

It's an interesting account, 
with President Grant on that 
anything else about him? 

Tell us some more about your experiences 
occasion in 1919. Do you remember 

Int; 

AA: 

Int: 

AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int: 

AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int; 

AA: 

Int; 

Well, I know he gave me his picture, I have his picture; he gave 
me his picture. I got it in my album. Oh, we talk quite a few 
little things about Church work like that. He's a good man. He 
told me when he was a poor boy, his father died when he was young 
and his mother help him and bring him up in the Church and how he 
went to school, work in the bank. All that, his life you know; 
he told me all about that. So we just had that in our Sunday School 
[1979 Sunday School Gospel Doctrine course]. 

Yes, right. 

So I told Hannah [Apo] one Sunday, I said, "Did you meet Heber J. 
Grant?" She said, "Yes". I said, "When?" She said, "Oh, some 
time ago." I say, "You did not shake hand with that man." She 
said, "And you?" I said, "Yeah, the dedication of the temple, 
1919." She look at me, "Yeah, I think so, I met him." I say, 
"You was not here that time; you was not even in the Church." 
So she says, "No, I was." Then by and by this little Filipino man 
I told you that asked questions, you know, he said, "Hannah never 
go in the Church long time, eh?" I says, "Nan, she never meet 
Heber J. Grant." He tell me, "And you meet him?" I said, "Sure 
I met Heber J. Grant." Heber J. Grant and Richards and even that 
man George Albert Smith, I met him, I met [Matthew] Cowley, too. 

Where did you meet George Albert Smith? 

Honolulu or over here, I forgot now; I met him. 

Were in Honolulu for the dedication of the tabernacle? 

Yes, yes, yes, we were there. 

1941? 

Uh huh, I was there. Even my friend, Mrs. Kalama here, was there. 
I tried to convert her to be a Church member but I don't know what 
holding her back. She came there to see that tabernacle. 

When did you meet Matthew Cowley? 

I met Matthew Cowley with two of them. Matthew Cowley died, eh? 
When did he die? 

Oh, 1953 was it? 

I think so because we heard about his death. He died in Tonga, eh? 

No, no, I think he died in Utah. 
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AA: Utah? 

I n t : I th ink so. I'm not sure. [He died in Los Angeles, Ca l i f o rn ia , 

13 December 1953] 

AA: That's Samuel E. Cowley's brother, eh? 

I n t : Yes. 
AA: See, and I met Elder Cowley. He look you straight in the eye, no 

blink, no winking, no nothing, straight in the eye like that, just 
stare at you. I went to him like this [laughter, waving hand]. 

Int: You passed your hand across his eyes to see if he would blink? 

AA: Yeah. He only smile, because he just look at you like that, no 
smile you know. I went like that to him if he see me. He laugh, 
he smile at me. He got strong hand, for shake hand, too. 

Int: Well, you've told me some very interesting things. Anything else 
that you can think of that might be well for us to get on the tape. 
Any other experiences. 

AA: I forget, I forget you had to dig it out of me, then I can remember. 
Lot of things I forget you know, yeah, I lived a wonderful life. 
See, I'm eighty-eight years old and wish McKay didn't die, he 
died when he was only ah....how oldwashe now when he died? He 
was ninety-seven, eh? 

Int: About ninety-seven I think, something like that. 

AA: Ninety-seven years old when he died. 1970? [January 18, 1970. 
He was actually 96 years, 4 months] 

Int: About that. 

AA: I got that wr i t ten down on my l i t t l e book someplace. 

I n t : Yes, tha t ' s about tha t . Wel l , you've had qui te a r i c h , f u l l l i f e . 
Have you always been act ive in the Church since you've been baptized? 

AA: Wel l , I t r i e d to do what I can, you see, I'm not educated, you see. 
I d i d n ' t have much education. When I was in the seminary and my 
father had that stroke—that was 1911 when he had that stroke— 
my mother had to have me home to help her to take care. I had two 
more years to go I be out of the eighth grade, you see, then I be 
a l r i g h t then. But I was only j u s t s ta r t i ng in the seventh grade 
and I pau, no more school. 

I n t : So you had about s ix years of schooling then? 

AA: Six f u l l years and part of the seventh grade, tha t ' s a l l . I 
d i dn ' t f i n i s h the seventh grade. So then tha t ' s why I ta lk poor 
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Engl ish; I don' t know very much how to read and w r i t e , see, not 
enough education. But the man who educate me was Harry Baldwin; 
tha t ' s how I got th is land. He was very good man. So, he t r i e d 
his best to help me. 

I n t : Wel l , you've been fortunate in meeting some very i n f l u e n t i a l people, 
very good people. 

AA: Yeah, see I met Albert Smith too, [Steven L. presumably] Richards 
I mean, and the only man I d i d n ' t meet was Joseph F. Smith when he 
came th is l as t time to Laie and then he went home, then he d ied, 
d i dn ' t take very long a f te r that j u s t couple of months, his wi fe 
died. Both of them make; tha t ' s his second wife or the t h i r d wife? 

I n t : You mean Joseph F. or Joseph Fielding Smith? 

AA: I mean Joseph Fielding Smith. 

I n t : Joseph Fielding Smith, yes. Yes, he was the son of Joseph F. 
Smith that used to l i v e in Laie sometimes. 

AA: Yeah. Oh, the son of who? 
[500] 

I n t : Joseph F. Smith. Joseph F. Smith was then President of the Church, 
He and George Q, Cannon had served as counselors together previously. 

AA: Yeah, tha t ' s r i g h t , 

I n t : Then l a t e r , Joseph Fielding Smith became the President of the 
Church. 

AA: Then my mother and father went in the temple the year President 

E. Wesley Smith was the President of the Church. 

I n t : President of the mission? 

AA: Of the mission, I mean, of the Mission. That's the year that my 

father and mother went in the temple. 

I n t : That was about 1921, I th ink . 

AA: No, "23. 

I n t : '23? 

AA: Uh, huh. So, he was the one that gave them—-what you c a l l , now?— 

the permit to get in to the temple. 

I n t : The temple recommend? 

AA: Yeah, the temple recommend, yeah, yeah, tha t ' s r i g h t . 

I n t : Wel l , I th ink you've had some great experiences and I rea l l y appreciate 
your taking time to share them with us. 
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AA: Even our chapel here when it was dedicated that man who came 
here now Paul, who now Hunt eh, Taylor, Taylor, Taylor. 

Int: I don't remember who came to 

AA: Dedicate the chapel. Paul Dunn? 

AA: No, not Paul Dunn, not Dunn, Taylor. 

Int: Taylor. 

AA: Taylor or Hunt. I kinda mixed up; I got those papers. 

Int: Well, I'll ask somebody, and get that straightened out then. 

AA: Yeah, so I was there when they dedicated the Church. So, from 
here where you going now? Now where you're going to publish this? 
You gonna put that in the Church? 

Int: Well, we'll keep that in Laie for someone that wants to find out 
more information about the Church in Hawaii, in earlier times. So 
I am getting quite a library of tapes. We just provide the material 
so someone if they want, can write a book or something. 

AA: Oh, that's good, eh. 

I n t : Wel l , I appreciate very much your helping out wi th t h i s ; you've 

given me some great experiences. 

AA: Wel l , I hope everything i s good. 

I n t : Mahalo nui loa. 

AA: Now that picture;you got the picture, yeah? 

Int: Yes. [see p. 26) 

AA: You gotta put that p ic ture up, too, 

I n t : Right. 

[539] END OF INTERVIEW 
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Annie Tripp Ako - 22 yrs. old 
Taken July 17, 1914 

Ida Smith 
(neighbor) 

Hugh J. Cannon 

Samuel E. Hurst Annie T. Ako 

David Kailimai Chas. Ako David 0 
McKay 

MAKAWAO, MAUI - Feb. 8, 1921 
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