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INTRODUCTION 

This is an oral interview with Mr. Andalicio Trochez of Kahuku. My name is 

Hughbert Clarke; I am a student in the Oral History class at Brigham Young University 

Hawaii. This is my first interview and it was taped on the 25th of October, 1979 at my 

home in Kahuku. About two months prior to the interview Mr. Trochez was hospitalized, 

so he was not in the best of health. However, he was willing to grant me the interview. 

Mr. Trochez was bom on September 7th, 1891 in Puerto Rico. The interview talks about 

what life was like on the Sugar Plantation, first on the island of Kauai, then on Waialua 

of Oahu, and finally in Kahuku also on Oahu. 
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HC This is an oral interview with Mr. Andalicio Trochez of Kahuku and my name is 
Hughbert Clarke. I am a student at Brigham Young University Hawaii, with the 
oral history program. This is the 25th of October 1979.1 would like to talk about 
life in Kahuku; and maybe we could first start by asking you when you came from 
Puerto Rico. 

AT 1901. 

INT 1901, you came with your family? 

AT Yes. 

INT Your father and... 

AT Mother. 

INT Father and Mother... 

AT and one brother and two sisters. 

INT Were there any other relatives that came too or just your family? 

AT Oh, plenty, a lot of people came; not only relatives. The ship was loaded, mostly 
French. 

INT All kind of people? 

AT All kind of people yes - and Puerto Ricans on board the ship. 

INT What was the name of the ship? 

AT Califomia. 

INT And that was from Puerto Rico to... 

AT New Orleans. 

INT From New Orleans how did you come to the west coast? 

AT To Los Angeles; we came by train. 

INT Then from Califomia you caught what ship to Hawaii? Do you remember the 
name? 

AT I think the San Leandro. 
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INT You came to Kauai first, Kauai? 

AT And from there we went to Kauai. From Los Angeles we went first to Honolulu 
and from Honolulu we went to Kauai. 

INT Can you tell me a little about the life when you first came to Hawaii? 

AT My life was different than today. There was very few nationalities there- Chinese, 
Japanese, Portuguese, Germans, Norwegians and many other white people I don't 
know what they are. 

INT You went to school there? 

AT Yes, I went to school there to the fifth grade, 

INT And after the fifth grade? 

AT I went to work in the fields for twenty-five cents a day. 

INT You were saying that you worked as translator in the fields. 

AT Yes, I was working for quite a while; that was in 1907 and I started to work in 
1906, no 1905. 1906 that's right because I went through five years of school. 

INT How long were you on Kauai? 

AT Oh, until 1911 .When I got there the school was in one of the old plantation houses 
in the camp, three little houses, in one place. Then when I was there in 1904 they 
built the new school; that's when the Koreans came, 1904. That's when a person 
named Kim, I think the name BLANK and then after that when, I went to visit 
Kauai again in 1938.There was another school over there, they built another 
school made of cement. The one they built in 1904 was of lumber. 

INT How many people were at the plantation in those days? How many people on the 
plantation? 

AT Well the exact number I couldn't give because there must have been quite a few of 
us, about a thousand maybe or more. The people who were working inside here 
were Greeks~not Greeks, Indians these people that wear the turbans, around their 
heads, were working people, and Negros most of them immigrated; and some 
other nationalities. But the white people they don't work in the fields, they get 
offered higher jobs. 

INT And how long were you on Kauai? 

AT 11 years, 10 years-1901 till 1911. 
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INT Then you moved to Oahu. 

AT Yes, Waialua, Waialua plantation. And I came down in 1911.1 stayed there 
until... because I came to Kahuku in 1921. 

INT Was it a little different on Waialua plantation from Kauai, the life the plantation 
life. 

AT Yes, quite. It was kind of more modem already. They had pipes and when I came 
Kauai there was no water we had to the main pipe by the mill to get water - only 
one pipe. And we had to bring home for cooking and everything else. Then at last 
they built one pipe line from the mountain they laid the pipes. Every house get 
one pipe. And in Waialua they had wash sinks. And when I was in Kekaha they 
had nothing like that. The kitchens was outside in the yard. There was some kind 
of old cans I don't know of some kind of iron. One piece here one piece there and 
one piece for the roof. That was the kitchen. We also had kerosene but most 
people use fire wood stoves. 

INT What time did you folks have to start work in the morning? 

AT 6 o'clock, and pau 5 or 5:30. 

INT Long hours. 

AT Long hours yeah, 10 hours. 

INT And how much did they get paid a day when they first started. 

AT Like my father he got 70 cents. That's $20 a month. And I got 25 cents a day. 

INT Then from Waialua you came to Kahuku? 

AT Yes. 

INT That was what year. 

AT 1921 I came here to Kahuku. Till today I lived over here. So I've seen many 
changes. People, time, the food was plenty cheep. Very very cheep. You buy one 
bag rice for two dollars. One bag flour ninety pounds for 90 cents. Pork can buy 
seven pounds for one dollar. Now you pay one pound 2 or 3 dollars. 

INT Did you folks cook a lot in the outside oven too? The stone oven for bread. 
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AT Yes, stone oven; we had the outside ovens and we had some iron ovens with this 
kind of tin. One piece on the floor one piece behind one on top one for the door 
and put fire wood and light it up and after it gets hot we bake bread inside there. 

INT In those days the camps did they have Puerto Rican camp, Filipino camp like 
that? 

AT Had plenty fights, see, oh plenty fights everybody against the Puerto Ricans. 
Chinese, Japanese, plenty fights. They used to come get their neighbor in the 
morning, to see if the other people had gone to work. Chinese Japanese, and they 
and if they stay home they they take them out form the bed. And they tied that 
braid that they have on their hair... 

INT Oh the Chinese. 

AT They tied that... (laughter) ... they don't get away with it they like, some places 
they did. But Kekaha I don't think so. (Meaning that after they take you out of the 
house for not coming to work they may whip you but in Kekaha he doesn't think 
so.) 

INT Where did you meet your wife? 

AT In Kauailoa. Right down here. 

INT And you got married in what year? 

AT I think 1916. 

INT And how many children do you have? 

AT Nine of them, every one living, eight in the mainland and one over here. They was 
on the mainland one time (referring to the daughter living in Kahuku with Mr. 
Trochez now) because she was mainland. 

INT Can you tell me a little bit of when you came to Kahuku was it different from 
Waialua plantation? 

AT Oh yes it was very different, sure, everything different. When I came to Kahuku 
there was already electric lights. 

INT Who was manager? 

AT Andrew Adams. Andrew Adams. He got fired out. He stopped the plantation from 
work one day and let everyone go to see the ball game... (laughter) 

INT Oh, so that's why that field gets his name? 
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AT Yes, that's right. Now the next manager was Baldwin, Douglas Baldwin. He was 
on Kauai and that is where I heard about him. And than after that Walker. Do you 
know Walker? 

AT Yes, I've heard that name, but I think I was a little too young. 

INT Yes, that was in 1930 already then Fisher. 

AT Must be a short fellow. 

INT Holroid. 

AT No, one another guy, Holroid. I remember get one more after Holroid.. .Morgan. 

INT After Morgan, then came Trotter. 

AT Trotter - yes. 

INT Were you working in the fields all the time? 

AT Yes, in Kahuku yes Waialua - in the fields all the time in the field. 

INT How many men did you have under you? 

AT In Waialua I have about ninety. Ninety men two water boys. In Kahuku 20, 30, 
35. My job was working with fertilizer. I applied the fertilizer to the cane and cut 
seed. Field work, everything was 
field work. 

INT You had all kind of men working for you? 

AT Yes, I became Waiali- when the first Filipinos came, 1911 that was I was the year 
I came to Waialua. I came to stay little while and I applied for a job. Then I told 
them that I was a foreman in Kauai I was telling lies because I was not. I was an 
interpreter... (took him out of a shop). I got the men to work but I didn't have to 
work too much. And the first day I went to work with the Filipinos and I went to 
cut cane and I was one dummy eh and they only need 25 dummies 
more.(laughter) I was making fun of the Filipinos(speaks a bit in Puerto Rican.). 
In regards to the field burning... 

(Paraphrase: He's talking about the buming of the sugar cane field, and He was showing 
the rest of the laborers how to start the fire.) 

INT Did they bum a big fire? 
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AT Took five days to put out the fire. I told them if they was mistaken, but they didn't 
realize it. They go see the man. 

(Just repeating himself. Paraphrase: They were only supposed to bum one-fifth of what 
they did bum and the fire got out of hand.) 

INT Those days they used the mule to drag the cane out for bring the cane out from the 
field? 

AT What do you mean by bringing the cane out? 

INT After they cut and was pau bum? 

AT Well, they put the cane in flumes and then the water would take it down. (This is 
on the island of Kauai) But on Waialua, they used a different method of bringing 
cane out from the fields. They laid train tracks into the field, and the cane was 
loaded on to train cars. Then it was brought out from the fields. 

INT Then what made you come to Kahuku, why didn't you stay in Waialua? 

AT He had to leave because he had trouble with one of his men. So, in order not to 
hurt the man's feelings I came to Kahuku. I didn't have to leave but the guy may 
have licked me so I left. 

INT Kawailoa; did they have their own plantation? 

AT No, it's connected with Waialua. 

INT Part of Waialua? 

AT They had their own trains, they had two trains. They had their own mules, their 
own stables, they cut cane up there. A big plantation it was. Today it's a big 
plantation. 

INT Can you tell me a little bit about the life in Kahuku; when you moved to Kahuku? 

AT Well, life in Kahuku was very nice. Quite a few Portuguese, and at one time there 
was 65 Puerto Ricans working. But had plenty Filipinos working under me. And 
we spent every Saturday night at a dance. Go sing around - that was a happy life 
much better than today. 

INT The crime rate? 

AT There was no crime. Since I was in Kahuku (Mr. Trochez gives an account of an 
incident, but he really doesn't know all the facts therefore it has been omitted.) 
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INT You folks had Puerto Rican camp too, in Kahuku? 

AT Most Puerto Ricans stayed in the main camp. 

INT Of all the managers which was the best to you? 

AT They were all good to me. They would do anything for me, and I was good to 
them. Douglas Baldwin he was my best friend. 

INT Was there a Mr. Orick? 

AT Yes, he was a manager too. He died in 1960 I think. He was around already. 

INT What year did the train first come to Kahuku? 

AT The train was here when I came here. The engineers were Steven Torres and John 
Bias, (John Bias was Mr. Trochez brother-in-law.) 

INT Did you use to ride the train when it went around Kaena point? 

AT Oh, yeah many a time. 

INT I remember I rode the last time just before they closed, 1947 or '48 it was. My 
father took me to the Labor Day picnic in town with Benny Estrella. So you folks 
use to go quite often. The train went all the way to Laie or to Kahana? How far 
did the train go? 

AT To Kahuku. And we got to go from here to another train. There was one train that 
went to Kahana once a day. And also the passenger train made a trip once a day to 
Kahana. One trip was made at one o'clock, or late in the evening. 

INT What kind of sports did you have? Did you use to play baseball like that? 

AT Right, I played baseball just after school. I played catcher while at Kekaha. In 
Kahuku I was working already. We had a team but I didn't play John Bayes, 
Hilito, Frank they all played. 

INT You folks, do you use to keep animals in Kahuku? Were there any animals? 

AT Chickens and ducks there's plenty. I used to keep chickens and ducks, once in a 
while a pig. In Waialua I kept a cow and horse. I had two horses for work. 

INT All the foreman use horses? 
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AT No, not all. Some are standing foreman. I was a waterluna, a part time luna. I was 
a waterluna after the harvest was pau. That's quite a change though. 

INT During the Second World War, do you remember anything about where you were 
at that time? 

AT Oh yes, sure. I was at home. I was feeling high and I was half drunk and I was on 
watch. And there was a plane over here. 

INT By the golf course? 

AT Yeah. 

INT I remember my father told me something about that when he was living at Ocean 
View. 

AT It was a day of infamy. It was 

INT Some guys from the plantation joined the army in those days when the war broke 
up? 

AT When they have they become the ... Some guys went from Kahuku some guys 
never go. I don't know if they were there already or they went after that. Japanese, 
Suzuki's boy, Owan. Japanese attack us, oh what the hell, the name then we have 
some boys died in the war. The 442 

INT How about the 1946 tidal wave, do you remember anything about that? 

AT 1946? 

INT The tidal wave... 

AT We were down Waimea, we saw it coming - hit the shore, then the waves came up 
we saw that. I saw the tidal wave coming, (irrelevant conversations) 

INT Bro. Trochez, do you remember anything about the 1946 strike? 

AT Oh, sure yes. Strike, sure. Of course, I was not on strike. I was a foreman only the 
laborer. We were getting paid; they were paying us at all wages. We drive up to 
Honolulu see it, important places in town. Of course not bad, I only got raise. 

INT When you came to Kahuku they have a lot of people then in the plantation? 
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