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INTRODUCTION 

Aloi and Hannah Apo were interviewed on August 19, 1980. They tell of 
their experiences here in Hawaii with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. Aloi Apo was born in 1901 and did not join the Church until 
1938. Hannah Apo was born into the Church and started teaching Sunday 
School when she was thirteen. They met each other when Brother Apo was 
attending church at that time. They were engaged for two years before 
they got married. 

Throughout the interview, Brother Apo mentions his early experiences in 
the Church and tells of his decision to join the Church. Sister Apo tells of 
her experiences in her various positions in the Relief Society, and how she 
helped meet the needs of the sisters. Brother Apo became a branch 
president. They explain the merging of the Japanese and Hawaiian 
missions into the Central Pacific Mission. The Apo's tell of challenges 
that arose between both missions before they were joined together. 

Bro. and Sis. Apo served missions on Molokal. Together, they took on the 
responsibilities and shared their mission experiences. 

They shared interesting facts about the Church in Maui and Molokai. Their 
thoughts and feelings towards the Mormon Church will be uplifting and 
inspiring to those who have the opportunity to read their transcript. 

For the Oral History program, I interviewed the Apos and student 
secretaries did the rest of the work; Pornchai Juntratip transcribed the 
tape; Ula Tapasa audited and edited; Lupe Fumaono made the corrections. 
Maelita Hannemann completed the odd bits-and-pieces and the final 
assembly. 

Kenneth W. Baldridge 
Director, Oral History Program 

Laie, Hawaii 
21 June 1991 
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INT It's August 19, 1980. This is Ken Baldridge in the Kahului 
Chapel in Kahului, Maui, talking to Brother and Sister Aloi Apo 
about their experiences in the earlier days of the Church here 
on Maui. 

Brother Apo, you were born in Keanae; what year was that, 
please? 

A A [In] 1901. 

INT Born in 1901 and you did not join the Church until 1938. How 
did you hear about the Church? What was your first 
experience? 

A A When I first heard [about] the Church, the Church was in 
Keanae. I was working for the plantation over there, and the 
manager was John Plunkett—I guess you know [Abraham] 
Plunkett that was in Laie; that was his brother. His wife told 
me one day as we were working—I was their truck driver—and 
the wife told me, "You know, the Mormon people come in every 
once in a while—the elders on horseback from Honokahua; 
they are regular modest people." And that's the first time I'd 
ever heard of Mormon elders. I had not seen no elders before 
that, until 1924. 

INT So you saw the elders in 1924? Where was this? 

A A In Paia. My parents were living in Paia, and I came from 
Keanae to Paia. And my dad told me about joining the Church. 
I told him, "Well, every church [is the] same thing; you worship 
the same God." He told me, "No, my church now, is different." 
He's Chinese. And I told him, "Oh no, same thing." So, we let it 
go at that. 

And then, one Sunday he asked me to go to church. So I 
thought, "Well, just to please him, I'm going." So I went. I 
found that the Church taught a little different from the other 
churches I had been [to]. Well, I hadn't been attending other 
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churches regularly, but I used to go to the Protestant church. I 
loved singing in those days, and they [Latter-day Saints] had a 
lot of conferences. They gathered all the young people 
together, and they go visiting. So I went with them a couple of 
times. When I went to go to our [Mormon] church, now, they 
taught in different ways. So I thought, "Well, there's no harm 
in coming regularly." So I went to church regularly—kind of 
regularly--and I enjoyed it. 

The teacher was good. Then she [gesturing toward his wife] 
came along; she became our teacher after that, and I continued 
going. I came regularly until they had MIA started—Mutual 
Improvement [Association]. We had [a] couple of boys there 
that could play music, and they sang pretty good. They asked 
me to join them. Oh, I went fast because I like singing; from 
MIA, I continued going. I think the MIA was the thing that 
brought me into the Church. They had sports; they had public 
speaking; they had everything in the Church. I enjoyed it. 

INT So the combination was quite an effective program, and a nice-
looking teacher combined. Kind of brought you in; is that it? 
(laughter) 

Sister Apo, let me ask you a question or two. Were you born in 
the Church? 

HA Yes. 

INT What were your early memories of the Church? 

HA Well, I really realized what the Church was about when I was 
in Hauula. I spent a few years there, I remember. I was 
baptized there in Hauula. We didn't have Primary, [but] I 
remember learning the Articles of Faith in Hawaiian. I didn't 
know them in English very well, but I learned them in 
Hawaiian [from] my mother and my aunt. We had conferences 
—at the time, we didn't call it conference--! think it was a hui-
-SL Hawaiian word. We'd go to Kahana, Kahuku, or Laie by train, 
and everybody participated, wherever it was. And we young 
people—I remember distinctly my cousin and I, we were the 
same age—had to learn [the] Articles of Faith in Hawaiian, and 
we cited that at conferences. Of course, we sang Hawaiian 
songs, too, with the older people. And as far as I can 



remember, we were the only young people that participated 
with them. 

Then when we moved to Molokai my mother re-married 
[when] I was eight years old. Soon after that, I was baptized. 
And there was no church where we lived in the east end of 
Halawa. We had to go to Kainalu on horseback. My mother and 
I were the only members in the valley the first year. And I 
learned to sing the songs—our songs—in our songbook. 

We attended the Protestant church because my step-father was 
a Protestant. I attended the Protestant church until I learned 
to ride a horse. By that time, we had another member that 
joined the Church; he became a branch president in Kainalu. 
There was no chapel, I remember, at the east end of the island. 
So we went to auxiliary meetings on Sunday, including Relief 
Society [and] MIA. And when I was thirteen, I taught [a] 
Sunday School class. 

We didn't have manuals or anything, so I taught the children 
the Articles of Faith in English and Hawaiian, the Ten 
Commandments, and the Beatitudes. And, of course, [since] I 
loved singing, too, I learned the songs and I taught them. 
Because of this, I learned to sing in church in all the different 
meetings. 

INT Now, this was in Kainalu? 

HA Kainalu, yes. And I was thirteen years old; I learned. Then I 
left there in 1922; I came to Maunaolu Seminary as a boarder. 
Then I had to attend the Union Church here. When I graduated 
from school, that's when I met Brother Apo—[I] met Brother 
Apo in church. 

INT And that was here in Paia? 

HA Yes. 

INT Brother Apo, how long was it after you met your wife that you 
decided that she might have some stronger influence in your 
life; do you remember? 



AA Oh, I believe about six months, eight months when I really 
knew her; and we were engaged for two years before we got 
married. 

INT When did you actually join, then? Now, I know you were 
baptized in 1938; did you get baptized before or after you were 
marr ied? 

AA After we were married. We were married twelve years. And 
two years before I knew her, I [had] heard [about] the Church. 
So it took me fourteen years before being baptized. And we 
had a couple of years with missionaries. They always come to 
the house and try to get me baptized. Because I did not agree, 
they called me a "dry-land" Mormon. I was holding offices; I 
was president of an organization. I had ones to help organize 
it, with the assistance of the full-time missionary, Elder 
[Perron] Losee. He is now the [district] president in Micronesia. 
So we had a good time [with] this MIA program. 

After twelve years—because I love sports, and sports were 
being played on Sundays—they had baseball, basketball, [and] 
volleyball; I played all those games. That's why I stayed away 
from the Church. Of course, I had two children then that 
always went with their mother to church every Sunday. She 
made me promise to see that she gets to church on Sunday, and 
I do whatever I wanted after that. And then after church, [I'd] 
make sure that I'd go and bring her home. So that was done 
every Sunday. 

INT So what was it that finally made you decide to join? 

AA One year, we went to a genealogy class and the question came 
up: "If a woman married several husbands and most of the 
husbands did not have any children, but she had children with 
some of the husbands, and she married one of these men [in 
the temple]. What happens to the children?" (This is the 
mother's children.) And she told me, "If you happen to die 
before she dies, and she happens to marry a good Mormon 
member, she'll be sealed in the Church—in the temple. Then 
the children will be hers and the husband she had been sealed 
to." I did not agree with that too much. So, it was Tuesday 
evening; Sunday morning, I got baptized. And the best part of 
it, she did not come to my baptism. 



INT After twelve years of marriage? 

Sister Apo, during that time, did you get pretty discouraged? I 
am sure that when you married him—after all, you'd seen [him] 
in church—you probably figured that he was on his way to 
being baptized pretty quick. And yet, as years went by, he did 
not join; how did you feel? 

HA Well, at first, I was impatient. I thought, "Well, he'll join the 
Church; he's going to church." But the years went by and he 
did not. So I kind of thought, "Well, if he did join the Church, it 
was his choice. But then the children would go with me to 
church. It was surprising! 

Our oldest children were two boys. He had one boy, Paul; his 
son [from his] first marriage. He was two years old when we 
married. Our son was born four years after him—two years 
after we were married. [Our son was] four years younger than 
he was. And then Joy, our daughter, was born six years after 
my son. And not one Sunday, not once didn't they tell me, "Go 
ask Daddy; we want Daddy to go to church." That made me 
happy, you know. If he did not want to go to church, I had the 
children go with me. We always went to church. Every 
morning they'd get up and they know that Daddy was going to 
play ball; going somewhere else. They would all get ready, and 
we'd go to church. And I think Brother Apo felt left out. 

Because all of our activities, I was busy in the Church; I was a 
district board president for Relief Society. I was in the MIA 
district board; we traveled a lot, and there were thirteen 
branches at the time. And to cover the branches—especially 
Hana—we would leave here at two o'clock in the afternoon, and 
got back at two o'clock in the morning. We had to drive the 
road, which had deep holes. We really traveled slowly to get to 
Hana, and come back [at] two o'clock. 

But then he had promised that I could attend church and do 
whatever I wanted in church. So he took care of the children; 
he stayed home with the children until I'd come back. And we 
traveled to the other ends also. I have been to Lahaina, 
Honokawai, and Honokahua. Then he'd be home with the 
children. We did a lot of traveling then, because there were 
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thirteen branches, and we had to cover the branches and see 
what was going on. 

So after a while, when he could not play sports anymore-he 
could not run fast enough and everything else like that—he 
came to church with us regularly. He was active in the Church. 
He lived the Word of Wisdom, [paid his] tithing, and everything 
else like that. He lived the standards of the Church. 

And then to join the Church, he keep saying—whenever I asked 
him what he was going to do about it—"Oh, I have to learn 
more about the Church." And I'd try to convince him that we 
don't learn all about the Church; we keep learning. And it was 
better to be baptized and have the gift of the Holy Ghost to 
help him, [rather] than trying to learn it by himself. But I did 
not convince him until I told him that if he did not join the 
Church and died before he was a member of the Church, the 
children would be mine. Of course, I couldn't take his son [my 
step-son], but I had two, and I was expecting my third. In fact, 
our third child was born two weeks after he was baptized. 

INT So when you finally realized that you might not have your wife 
and children, that made quite a difference then? 

AA Yes. 

INT Well, that's interesting. 

Sister Apo, tell me about some of these experiences that you 
had on the district board of the Primary and the Relief Society. 

HA The Relief Society, at one time, the East and the West Maui 
[District] divided. We had two districts in Maui, and I was the 
president of the East Maui District; we were in that locality. 
Then we joined [the two districts] again; twice, Maui was 
divided into two districts. President [Castle] Murphy was the 
mission president the second time it was divided. [Murphy 
presided 1931-36 and again 1944-47. Murphy and his wife 
served four missions in Hawaii beginning in 1909.] He had his 
headquarters here on Maui, in Wailuku. 

Well, I like the Relief Society work. In fact, I was very young 
when I was helping my mother to visit [teach]. My mother was 



the Relief Society president on Molokai. We had a distance to 
cover. And on Sunday morning, we went extra early on 
horseback [to] visit as many sisters as we could before meeting 
time. And if we could not get them in the morning, and they 
were absent from the meeting, we would [go] after the meeting 
and get home after dark. That was quite a distance to travel; 
about eleven miles, I believe, on horseback. 

And so when I came here—in fact, when I came here to attend 
high school—I attended Relief Society and I was the secretary. 
There were only two girls—one girl besides myself. There 
were two, but only one girl joined the Relief Society. I was 
their secretary; I wrote the minutes in Hawaiian and read them 
in Hawaiian because most of the sisters spoke Hawaiian. I 
represented the Maui District when I was secretary on the 
district board in Honolulu, when they had the centennial 
[1950]. 

And when I became president, there was more responsibilities, 
of course, and had other counselors. In fact, at one time we 
were encouraging Hawaiiana. During the summer, we did not 
have regular lessons at the time. And so we put on what we 
thought would be beneficial for the sisters besides craftswork. 
Hawaiiana was one of the subjects we took up that summer. 
And I traveled to Honokahua to help with the Hawaiiana class, 
because they did not have anyone there to teach to class. 

Of course, I visited other branches also and most of the 
branches had somebody. I just visited them occasionally. 
About once a week I would go to Honokahua with one of my 
counselors—either my first or my second counselor would go 
with me. 

INT Were the meetings being conducted in Hawaiian by this time or 
were they English? 

HA No, they were in English. They were conducted in English but 
many of the sisters still spoke Hawaiian. The president usually 
understood Hawaiian. If they could not explain themselves in 
English, the president would let them explain themselves in 
Hawaiian. 

INT But you were taking the minutes in Hawaiian? 



HA Yes. 

INT That's interesting. Do you remember, [was it] when they were 
conducting the meetings in Hawaiian, when you were just a 
young girl? 

HA I became the secretary in 1924, toward the end of the year; I 
believe it was October or November. And then it continued 
until most of the Hawaiian-speaking sisters passed away or 
moved away. 

INT So when you became secretary in 1924, the meetings were 
actually conducted in English? 

HA In English. 

INT I think it was about 1917-1918, as I understand, the meetings 
in Hawaiian were discontinued. Okay, well, you had quite a 
responsibility. What were the chief needs of the families that 
you recall in those days when you were district president of 
the Relief Society? 

HA I think mostly—well, they needed to get involved. The older 
sisters felt that the young sisters should be conducting 
meetings and doing everything else on Sunday. It was time 
they felt they [should] rest, you know. And so I kind of 
encouraged them because we needed them; the young people 
could not do by themselves. We needed them, and some of 
them hardly speak English. They understood [English], but 
they could not express themselves. And so I encouraged them 
to express themselves in Hawaiian. They'd tell the things they 
think they wanted to do and what they thought was being 
done. And that was able to help them, that is, putting in some 
of the things in the program that they could be interested [in]; 
and they would come. 

At that time, we did not have set rules. The branches and the 
districts almost had a free hand in the suggestions of putting 
the program on [what] they think would help. And some of 
these were passed on to other districts. I encouraged the 
branches in creating their own ideas. And so when we get to 
the union meeting—[as] they called [them] at that time—they 



shared their ideas with each other. And many of the ideas, to 
me, were great. They really helped the sisters in some of the 
branches that were a little backward—weren't too aggressive in 
doing things. They were satisfied in doing just what they were 
doing all the time. But I think some of the branches were 
sprinkled with younger people too, and so they came out with 
creative ideas that the other branches took up. 

INT When was this that you were the president of the Relief 
Society, approximately? 

HA When I think back, I wish I was more diligent in putting down 
what we called journals now. I started Relief Society here on 
Maui in 1924, and I continued to do it. You know, all the years 
I had been in the Relief Society, until 1975, I think, I was 
always on the board, either in the branch and district, or 
district, or branch. When we were called to go on a mission, [I] 
came back and went back again on the Relief Society board. 
But right now, I am on the stake board as one of the committee, 
as specialists, they call us these days, stitchery and quilting 
depar tment . 

INT So over half a century [of] Relief Society service? 

HA I still enjoy it. 

INT I hope you got a gold pin or something for all that, (laughter) 

Well, Brother Apo, I think that as I observed non-member 
husbands of active Mormon wives, I think you were something 
special to put up with your wife being so active, and going to 
meetings, and you honoring your pledge to get her to church, 
and get the children to church. I think that's great. So I think 
you were a kind of Mormon long before you were baptized, 
weren't you? I agree with those missionary friends of yours. 
During that twelve-year period, did you have home teachers— 
or ward teachers, I guess they called them in those days—or 
branch teachers or something? 

AA They had; they had. And when I first knew they had, the 
branch president, every Sunday morning, raised [woke up] all 
the members in the branch, "Go to church today," every 



10 

Sunday. So when I became branch president, I knew that we 
had to do home teaching. So we visited all our members. 

INT When did you become branch president? 

A A I was baptized in 1938, and [became president] in 1943—five 
years [later]. After I was baptized about three months, I think, 
the branch president of our branch came to the house one day 
and asked me, "Brother Apo, we need a branch president." And 
I looked at him, "Who's the branch president going to be?" 
"You, we want you to be the branch president." I said, "Oh, no, 
I cannot be." [At] that time, I had a temper. Whenever I [felt] 
anything, I just tell anybody; I'd tell them to their face. 
Whether they liked it or not, it made no difference to me, just 
so I get it off my chest. I said, "No, I cannot." So in 1943 they 
asked me again. So I agreed. I was first made branch 
president for Pulehu Branch. 

HA That's in 1943. 

INT So you'd been asked first just a few months after you'd joined 
and then again the second time? 

AA Yes. 

HA He was branch president during the war years because our 
[son]—Barney Naluai—was born in 1942, and he [Apo] was 
branch president already in Pulehu Branch. 

INT So you were branch president in 1942 then? 

HA Yes, he was. 

A A My memory was 1943; it could be [1942]. 

INT During the war, was there much of a problem in trying to keep 
the branch together—in functioning? 

AA Well, in Pulehu Branch, they had very few members up there 
at that time. The most that came were seventeen, I think. And 
they have twenty-two or twenty-five of them. But those that 
came, came regularly. They were staunch members. Ethel 
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Young was a young girl at that time, and her mother was a 
stalwart of the Church. 

INT So there were about seventeen or eighteen active members, 
then about another eight or nine that were not active. The 
difficulties of running a small branch, I imagine, were quite 
great. Did you get much help from the missionaries or were 
you pretty much on your own? 

A A We were on our own. I taught Sunday School when we go to 
church. I had one counselor; he kind of helped with the 
priesthood—young boys. We had about, I think, five or six 
boys. But the branch went along nicely; to me it was good. 

INT How long did you serve as branch president? 

A A Up there? I think I served up there a good five years, and I 
moved back to Paia. And when I got back to Paia—that was in 
1947—the Maui District presidency was formed. They came up 
to the house to ask me to be one of the counselors for the 
district. So there I went. When I was released from there, I 
went back to the branch and became branch president again. 

INT This was still in Paia? 

A A Still in Paia. When Roger Akiu [first local district president] 
was released, Lemuel Ah Sing came in. 

HA He was one of Akiu's counselors. 

AA Yes. When Roger Akiu was district president, and after he was 
released, we had Lemuel Ah Sing as the district president. 
[When] I was released [as branch president] that night, I went 
home. President [Harry] Brooks was the mission president at 
that time; he called [me] at my house and asked me to come 
back; he wanted to see me. So I thought, "[That's] funny, I just 
came from there." So I came back, and he said, "Lemuel Ah 
Sing wants you to be one of his counselors." So I accepted and 
stayed back. 

INT This would have been about when, 1950 yet? 
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A A I think 1953; I am not too sure. And then when I was released 
again from the district, it was 1960. 

So, I think that's about that period of time, and two district 
presidencies. And [when] I was released the second time, they 
asked me to be branch president for Haiku Branch. And that's 
the time the merging started; the Peahi Branch, the Paia Branch 
and Haiku Branch all merged into the branch. So I was made 
branch president there. 

INT Sister Apo, what do you remember about this? 

HA I was just trying to think back; he was either a branch 
president or he was in the district presidency. When they 
merged the branches, they asked him to be the president of the 
three merged branches. Then Pulehu Branch was included and 
merged, and the name of the branch was changed to Haleakala 
Branch instead of Haiku Branch. When Pukalani chapel was 
built, the members moved there to have their meetings in 
Pukalani. But it was called the Haleakala Branch. It was 
Haleakala Branch until the stake was organized, then it was 
changed. We have Pukalani Ward now. 

INT So the Pukalani Ward grew out of the Haleakala Branch? 

AA Yes. 

INT Haleakala Branch was the name of the four merged branches? 

AA Yes. 

INT Of the branches, what four are those again? 

HA Keahi, Haiku, Paia and Pulehu. 

INT So there have not been branches with those names since the 
creation of the Haleakala Branch? 

A A Yes, [that's correct]. 

INT I see. Well, so much history associated with Pulehu, it's kind of 
unfortunate there's not a Pulehu still around to carry on the 
name. 
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When you joined in 1938, there was the Japanese Mission that 
was in existence as well as the Hawaiian Mission. Did you 
know anything about the Japanese Mission while it was 
functioning right along side the Hawaiian Mission? 

AA Yes. 

INT What are your memories of that mission? 

AA Well, I can remember—was it President Cox who was president 
of the Central Pacific Mission? [The Japanese Mission, closed in 
1904, had been reopened in Hawaii in 1937. In 1944 the name 
was changed to the Central Pacific Mission and President Castle 
N. Murphy presided over both the Hawaiian and Central Pacific 
Missions. Melvyn A. Weenig was president of the CPM from 
1946 until 1950 when it was united with the Hawaiian Mission 
to become the Hawaii Mission. [There was no President Cox.] I 
believe it was him that gave strict instructions to the Central 
Pacific Mission or the Japanese Mission, to the elders, that they 
were not supposed to mingle with the Hawaiian missionaries 
[in the] Hawaiian Mission. They were to keep by themselves. 
But up in Paia, they [the CPM] had two missionaries; these boys 
sometimes needed help. So we offered help. Sometimes we're 
coming down, and they come from Paia to Kahului here, 
Puunene, to hold their meetings. Sometimes we meet them on 
the road coming down; we just stop and pick them up and take 
them to Puunene. 

INT When the merger came around in 1950, did that go quite 
smoothly as the Central Pacific Mission was merged with the 
Hawaiian Mission to become the new Hawaii Mission? 

A A The missionaries, they got along fine. One of our missionaries 
worked with the Central Pacific Mission missionary when they 
merged. They got along; the ones that were in Paia really got 
along fine. 

HA I think there was no problem with the missionaries; they 
enjoyed it. The missionaries came to Paia to work more with 
the Japanese people. I don't think they had a very successful 
mission in that locality. They had many converts [who came] 
from Kahului, some from Lahaina, Waikapu, Puunene. Their 
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headquarters was Puunene. They had their regular meetings 
at Puunene. And there were no Japanese converts by then, 
except Esther Larson, our current stake president's wife. She 
was Japanese from Paia area. There were not too many from 
our area. [But] the boys worked [and got] along fine; only they 
joked about, "Well, you're supposed to be Japanese, not 
Hawaiian." 

AA (Laughter) So you come fifty feet behind me. 

HA I was working in the district Relief Society at that time as 
president. I found a little different attitude among our people. 
Our people still think the pure Hawaiians are very complacent. 
You know, they're satisfied with day to day—that was their 
attitude. In those days, I could remember, they felt that 
Japanese people were coming out a little too fast. So they 
expressed their ideas sometimes. They could talk freely to me 
and I let them talk. The only thing I told them, "Now the 
Church was here, you remember, for a long time and you did 
not make use; you did not do anything about it. You were 
satisfied taking piece-meal, a little here and a little there. But 
you did not really do anything about advancing yourself and 
learning more. So why should you grudge the converts?" They 
had to make up time. So they were studying hard; they are 
learning, and you can learn the same. 

INT Now, in your situation you had a Japanese father and a 
Hawaiian mother. 

HA Yes. 

INT So now there's the creation of two missions: the Japanese 
Mission and the Hawaiian Mission. And your husband was 
Chinese-Hawaiian? 

AA Yes. 

INT So you were able to, perhaps view a little bit more objectively 
than somebody that might have been pure Hawaiian, because 
you could kind of see the Japanese advance and relate to that. 
Is that correct? 
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HA Well, I grew up more Hawaiian than Japanese. I had a step-
grandfather who was Japanese also. My grandmother's third 
husband was Japanese. They raised my sister, but he did not 
let us learn Japanese, which I wanted to. I wanted to go to 
Japanese school because when my father died, I was just three 
years old. And according to my mother, I learned to speak 
Japanese [as an infant]. That was the only language I knew. 
My father and his friends spoke Japanese. In fact, my mother 
learned Japanese, then she spoke Japanese also. So I knew the 
Japanese language then. [When] my father died, my 
grandfather—when we went back to stay with him—would not 
speak Japanese to us. He did not allow us—in fact, he took on 
the Hawaiian customs, the Hawaiian ways. He did not wear any 
clothing. He had on only loin cloth and he stayed with the loin 
cloth. If he would speak in the dark, you would not think it 
was [a] Japanese speaking. He spoke fluent Hawaiian. 

But during that time when we divided the CPM in the Hawaii 
Mission, yes, I could understand [how they felt]. I was happy 
for the Japanese people that they had people that came to 
speak Japanese to them. Like the Hawaiians, they're all older 
people and didn't try to get out [from] where they were. But 
the younger people took off and really [were] converted into 
the Church. 

INT So the rate of success of the CPM was among the younger 
people, then? 

HA The younger [people], yes. At the time, I was on the MIA 
district board, and we had opportunities to go to speak to 
them—the Japanese meetings. They'd have it in Waikapu; they 
had quite a group of converts in Waikapu. Of course, they 
invited the Paia group—the MIA boys and girls—to go visit 
Waikapu Branch. And I believe we sort of made them feel that 
everybody was welcome in the Church. Some of them thought 
that Hawaiians were a different group, and the Japanese were a 
different group. But because we went there and visited them 
as much as we could, they came around to accepting [the fact] 
that we all belong to the same church. So we're the same 
people. 

INT It took a while, though, for that to take place, didn't it? 
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HA Yes, in some places. But in some localities where the Japanese 
mingled with the Hawaiians, they did not have any difficulty. 

INT I remember an old Hawaiian woman telling that she grew up in 
the Church. Of course, they were all Hawaiians except for the 
haole missionaries. And even though she eventually married a 
Japanese man as a youngster, she thought it very natural for it 
to be all Hawaiian. And later she could kind of remember, 
"Goodness, Japanese wanting to join the Hawaiian church," 
because she thought the Mormon Church was Hawaiian. So 
there probably were some individual cases where there were 
some difficulties. And so 1950, when the merger came 
together here on Maui, there was a greater mingling of 
Japanese and Hawaiians, wasn't there? 

HA There were more minglings, yes. 

INT So the merger took place without too much difficulty. 

HA No, there were few prejudices like any other situation, but very 
little. 

INT Do you remember any Chinese or Koreans or local haoles in the 
Church at that time? 

HA We didn't have Koreans in Paia, in fact, all around we didn't. 
We don't remember. We had mixture of part-haoles, part-
Chinese. 

END OF SIDE A 

SIDEB 

INT [Were there any] pure Chinese? 

HA Yes, [there was my father]. 

INT Did he ever join the Church? 

HA Yes. He was a convert, and that's the first time. 

INT That's right; for he had joined long before you had. 
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AA Yes. 

INT Yes, that's right. So were there many other Chinese like your 
father that were members of the Church? 

HA There were [a] few, but most of them were part-Chinese. There 
were very few Chinese. There's one in Paia; we used to meet at 
his house. His wife was a member of the Church, and all the 
children were members of the Church; but he did not join the 
Church. But he was pure Chinese. 

INT Now when the Japanese Mission was created in 1937, the 
proselyting was done among the Japanese. And any Japanese 
member, I suppose, could become kind of associated with that 
mission. What about the Chinese; did they remain part of the 
Hawaiian Mission? 

HA Yes. Their records were already there. 

INT But any Japanese members that had been members of the 
Church before. . . 

A A They're still with the Hawaiians. 

INT They stayed in the Hawaiian Mission? 

HA I believe a few of them, their records were still with the Hawaii 
Mission. 

INT I see. 

HA When the CPM was organized, there were very few Japanese 
people. Those Japanese people who were members, were 
elderly. They still remained with the Hawaiian Mission 
[because] they [were] still married [to their] Hawaiian wives. 

INT So the CPM just started from scratch without any members and 
they just added as they baptized. 

HA Yes. 

INT I see. 
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AA Or mostly young people will be baptized. 

HA I think that's a short time they had the CPM. I think they did 
[a] marvelous and great work here on Maui. The young people 
were all converted. To me it seemed like overnight; many of 
them [were] trying. We got acquainted with many of them. In 
fact, we were Mom and Dad to many of them. I think [it's] 
because we were part-Oriental. Then, many of them moved 
away. But one of them just came back; she's now living in Hale 
Mahaolu. 

At one of our conferences, one of the Japanese sisters was 
asked to bear her testimony; she was one of the converts 
during that period [of] the CPM. She stood up and bore her 
testimony, and I was surprised to hear her say that we 
[Brother and Sister Apo] have built her testimony. She 
referred back to the meetings that we attended in Waikapu 
Branch, when she was still learning [about] the Church. I feel 
that sometimes we don't know what becomes of the things we 
do and the things that they see us do. 

INT Yes, we often have greater impact than we realize in the 
activities that we have. 

During the period when you were in the district presidency, 
what did you feel were the greatest challenges facing the 
members of the Church? What were the greatest difficulties 
that you felt you had to overcome in getting them filled u p -
strengthened? There was inactivity, I am sure. Was it 
inactivity that seemed to be based upon apathy that they just 
didn't care much, or was it inactivity that was based on, maybe, 
your own wanting to do other things on Sundays? Or was it 
inactivity based upon not living the commandments? What do 
you think was the major problem that the inactive members 
had at that time? 

AA In Relief Society, I think [what] they needed mostly was these 
handwork craftbooks, like the quilting, mat-making, hat-
making, and all that. The young women said, "That's all for the 
old folks, not for us." So that's why that's dying out, but now 
they're trying to bring it back. I think that's one hold-back 
with the people. 
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INT What about among the men? 

AA The men? I guess [they were] just like me; they wanted to go 
fishing instead of going to church on Sunday. 

HA [They were] too lazy. 

AA Well, most of the men's weakness was the Word of Wisdom-
smoking and drinking. They'd all be drinking Saturday night 
and forget to go to church the next morning. 

HA I think one problem was that they judge the Church by the 
people—the members of the Church. They used the members 
of the Church who weren't living the standards of the Church, 
as an excuse. And they didn't go to church and learn more, and 
have their testimonies strengthened. I think, mostly, [that] 
they used any excuse they could get for not going to church. 

There were some of them [who] were afraid of responsibilities. 
When they were asked to do anything, they were afraid; they 
would stay home. Many of them did, even thought that would 
encourage them and they knew how. [However], there were 
some that really overcame obstacles that way. They learned; 
they accepted their responsibilities, and grew. But many would 
not accept responsibilities; they were afraid to. Many refused. 
[Up] to now, [they] wouldn't even accept the priesthood because 
they couldn't read and write. There are a few in our ward now. 
Some of them were those who stayed that way. They felt that 
they didn't have enough education, and they couldn't see 
themselves teaching other people. They thought the young 
people would do a better job. 

INT During your travels around as the district Relief Society 
president, you visited what, eleven branches? 

HA Thirteen. 

INT Thirteen branches. I am sure that they varied over the years 
in strength, depending upon the leadership. But where was the 
main strength as you saw it—what branch? 
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HA I always thought that the small branches were more united. 
They were more united in all [that] they did. They really 
helped each other. The larger branches, they sometimes 
differed among themselves, you know. Somebody would say, 
"Well, she should be—she knows more than she"—things like 
that, even though the branch president will see otherwise. 
More often, I had to sit and talk to the branch president 
because sometimes he did not know what to do. I would sit 
and talk with him and try to make him see what is needed in 
the Relief Society. Not because one is more educated than the 
other, it means that she should lead in everything, and others 
to develop. 

I found that those who considered themselves as those who 
didn't have enough education were the ones that really worked 
harder to really make a success of what the other's took to do, 
rather than those who have a higher education. Some of them 
felt that they knew everything about it, but they didn't put 
them to work. 

INT What were some of these smaller branches that seemed to 
have the strength that you're talking about? 

HA Well, I find that they have a small branch on that side; they got 
along fine. And then we had the Pulehu Branch which was a 
small one. The sisters worked hard together. We never had 
difficulty in the other branches as the Keahi Branch, the Haiku 
Branch. There's Nahiku Branch way down the east side and 
Hana branch; they were almost isolated from the rest of the 
island. But they carried our instructions that were given them, 
the best they knew how. Some of your branches that were 
here knew better. 

INT It's interesting, I suppose, that those who had to rely upon 
themselves and upon the Lord rose to the occasion; those who 
have plenty of people to draw from could not quite meet the 
challenge, is that correct? 

HA Yes. I suppose some feel that they should be holding that 
position; [that] they could do better [than someone else] in that 
position. And when they are asked to take another 
responsibility, they feel offended and they stopped doing 
anything at all. And, sometimes, as I say, the branch 
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presidents are in a predicament because they feel that this 
sister could offer more than is needed in this capacity [than] in 
that capacity. But the sisters themselves don't feel that way. 

INT In the small branches, I guess people have two or three jobs 
and did not particularly want another one anyway. 

Brother Apo, in your travels around, being a high councilman, I 
know that you look out over the stake and you say, "Now this 
ward here seems to have all the problems, and this ward here 
always seems to be strong," and so on. Did you notice the 
strengths and weaknesses in the different branches in your 
district? 

AA In some branches you can tell that they don't work together. 
One do things one way, and one do things another way. And 
most of the brethren don't even follow the instructions given 
them by the stake leaders, like the different auxiliaries they 
have. The stake presidents would go out to visit and they give 
the instructions to be carried out. Some did not want to carry 
it out, but do things on their own. And we find that the 
outcome of that, the percentage in attendance had fallen down, 
and the activities that were supposed to be carried out; they 
are not carrying it out. And those things are not coming out. 

The attendance of the children, or the young women and young 
men groups, were not coming out because they wanted to have 
it their own way. But those that are carrying out the 
instructions given by their leaders are coming well-ahead. So, 
some of these people think, "Well, the individuals that are 
taking care of this auxiliary are not working as they should." 
[They] feel that they know better than those who are giving 
them instructions. [However], whether they know better or 
not, these people had been given instructions which others had 
given them. They [were given] talks that if they don't carry 
out their responsibilities as they should, then they had lectures 
from them. It is the same with everybody else. So I think, like 
you said tonight that Sister Alice Hunt had a Primary meeting. 
That was what the meeting was for, to see that these people 
carry out instructions like they should. 
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INT Do you remember it ever being necessary to release a branch 
president that did not follow instructions? Was there anything 
that serious? 

AA No. 

HA Not yet. When we were on the mission, one branch president 
had to be released. 

INT Where did you go on your mission, by the way—I meant to ask 
tha t? 

HA Molokai. 

INT When was that period? 

A A [In] 1969. We went there for two years. We just stayed on 
Molokai [during] the two years. 

INT So that was a regular full-time mission then [of] two years? 

AA Yes, we had three branches on Molokai. 

INT Kalaupapa, Kaunakakai, and Hoolehua. 

HA They're still the same. There are just two wards now. 

INT By this time, I guess Kainalu had been district, hadn't it? 

HA Yes. 

A A They were all meeting at Kaunakakai. 

INT What was your missionary experience on Molokai? Were you 
helping the members, or were you out proselyting, trying to 
attract new members? 

A A We were assigned there to work with the inactives of the 
wards to help build the wards. And if we have time to 
proselyte, we do. 

INT So, it was primarily kind of a reactivation program trying to get 
them active in the organization? 
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A A Yes. 

HA We were responsible more for the branches, and working with 
the part-member families; that was our first responsibility. 
And they had the elders working with us; they did most of the 
proselyting. 

INT Were there other missionary couples like yourselves? 

HA No, just young [missionaries]. 

INT So you were the only couple. 

AA Yes. 

HA He [Brother Apo] was the zone leader. 

I think we went there [at] the right time because we found the 
branches very Hawaiian-styled: "Today, we do for today, and 
tomorrow, we do for tomorrow." And the men were very 
lapsed. Relief Society was functioning as they should; visiting 
teachers were doing their visiting. But the men were not doing 
home-teaching. Their attitude, including the branch president 
of one of the branches, was, "They know where the Church is, 
so [if] they want to come to church, they can come. We don't 
have to tell them to come to church." That was their attitude, 
and [it] was very hard to get them to see otherwise. So he was 
renounced after a while. [In] a few months they had a new 
branch president. 

I think they say, "[A] new broom sweeps clean," but he really 
put his heart and soul into reviving the branch, and did a good 
job. Now we had to stay on Molokai. We were to be 
transferred three times, and three times somebody there asked 
that we remain. And so we stayed there until the end of our 
mission for two years. We did not mind; I loved it there. I 
thought we would help them. We found [that] the people 
[were] more receptive to us than to the young boys 
[missionaries]. [With] the young [missionaries], they thought, 
"What do they know? They're too young to know any better," 
you know, especially among the elderly people. 



24 

And we understood their language, and I could speak Hawaiian 
to them and tell them where they are falling off, and they 
would take it. We really enjoyed staying there. It was kind of 
hard to leave, but we're happy also, to get home, because there 
was nobody in our house. My daughter had just come back as 
a teacher, and she was very lonesome at home, afraid to be by 
herself. 

But we spent a nice two years there. We worked with the 
people, and we enjoyed it when we worked there for two 
years. We went to Kalaupapa once a month; we visited 
Kalaupapa. 

AA Sometimes, twice. 

HA Yes, sometimes twice when they needed help. Brother Apo 
helped the branch president because they lived in a locality cut 
out from the rest of the island. And he was not up-to-date 
[with] the instructions on how to fill reports and everything 
else. So he really needed help; he had no help there on 
Ho'olehua Branch. The Ho'olehua Branch had a new branch 
president, then they were more alerted to help Kalaupapa. 

INT How did you go down to Kalaupapa? Did you go down the trail 
or fly? 

AA We'd fly down. 

HA He would walk down the trail with the missionaries and take 
the missionaries down and introduce them the first time they 
come. But I'd go by plane; I didn't want to walk. 

A A It's a long walk. 

INT Oh, yes. 

HA The people there were, I think, very nice; they were receptive. 
But, like all Hawaiians that didn't do it, [they thought that these 
missionaries were] just two kids. And then when we left, some 
of them went back to inactivity again, you know. They needed 
somebody to pull them along, or something. But some of them 
really stayed active in the Church. There were many nice 
people, but some of them had their feelings hurt; they didn't 
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get the assistance when they needed it; they couldn't 
understand why they didn't get allowances. And so they 
stayed away from the Church until today. [There are] a few 
families that, until today, are still not active in the Church. 

INT They did come back for a while? 

HA Yes, [they did] come back for a while, and then went back 
again. 

INT Maybe it's about time to call you on a mission to Molokai again, 
(laughter) 

HA Well, there were many [who] knew our car [very] well, even 
non-members—Protestants, Catholics. We got along fine with 
the Catholic priests there. And we'd visit the same people; one 
is a Catholic and one is Mormon. And sometimes we meet 
together in the same house. We became good friends with the 
priests. I think they know what we stood for, but they always 
make very sure that their members did not attend our church. 
They should attend the Catholic Church, or else something 
would happen to them, and all that. 

The first time, I expected one priest to stand up and go when 
we got there, but he didn't. He said, "Good morning. How are 
you?" He's very friendly,and every time he saw us on the 
street, we'd stand and talk for a while. And he'd say, "We'll see 
you people?" he would ask us and I said, "Yes. And how did 
you do with your people?" And they said, "Well, they are still 
there in Kalaupapa." People were still there, even the priest in 
Kalaupapa. In fact, he invited us to go to his meetings. If we 
have a chance to talk, then we'll come. But he would not let 
[us], (laughter) so we didn't go out with him. We couldn't speak 
at their meeting. They had the Cathlolic people, so we told 
them honestly. It was a community affair, given to the rest of 
the members of the Church. 

INT But you feel you did have some success in getting some people 
back that are still active, even today? 

AA Oh, yes. 
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HA You know, I think the spirit of the Lord must have been with 
us. When we got there, the mission home was very 
dilapidated. 

INT This is where now? 

AA Ho'olehua. 

HA It wasn't a very nice home, so we had to clean it up. . . 

AA [It was] not fit to live in. 

HA . . . fix it, and everything else. He [Brother Apo] had to climb 
the roof to clean it and paint it. We did everything besides 
doing our missionary work. But we did it. Early in the 
morning—we had half an hour study period—while I was doing 
breakfast, he would be cleaning this part of the house. It was 
not a very big house; it had four or five rooms, that's all. But 
they needed cleaning badly. The whole house was renewed. 
We did that until it was finished. It took us about eight months 
[to get the house] all cleaned up, and everything was beautiful. 
But we did our proselyting. 

The first Sunday that we attended, we were looking up the 
records that [were] left by the [missionaries] in the mission 
home. We found the record of a member that was just 
baptized a month before we arrived there. So we thought that 
he probably still needed help. So I approached him and asked 
if there was anything we can do to help him. And then he said, 
"Oh, yes. I need help in studying my own lineage." He did not 
know what it's all about. So we went there—I grew up in that 
island, although on the east end. And his wife and one of my 
relatives inter-married. And so we went there for family home 
evening. He said, "Would it be all right if I ask my family to 
come?" "Fine, the more, the merrier." So they all came with all 
the children. 

Her grandfather was a member of the Church [a] long time. I 
remembered him when I came to church in Kainalu—and this is 
in Kainalu [which is in] that part of the island—and he was 
inactive. He had come with his grandchildren—there were 
other grandchildren there—and there was enough for a 
Primary class. The room [was] full with [the] children. 
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We had planned what we [were going to do] for family home 
evening that night. But when we got there and seeing all 
the children, I told him, "Let's start giving some of the 
Articles of Faith." The children can learn the Articles of 
Faith. The elderly people can review what they know about 
the Articles of Faith—what [they] really mean [and] why they 
study it. But the children never went to Primary, and most of 
them didn't even know [the Articles of Faith]. 

So the following Sunday we approached the branch president 
about having Primary on that end. He said, "Oh, there's a 
Primary down here. If they want to come to Primary, [they 
can] come down here to Primary." We tried to convince him 
[that] they had an old chapel there that could be cleaned and 
then have a branch Primary there. Because it was a long way 
unless somebody transported them [the children], there's no 
way to have the children come. But he couldn't see it our way. 
So we worked through the mission president—asking 
permission if we could [have Primary]. The mission president 
said, "Well, you do what you want. If you want to organize a 
Primary, go ahead." We talked to the counselors [to the branch 
president] and they said [that] the branch president said [it 
was] okay; so it was okay. We had one of the counselors help 
us clean the chapel grounds and the chapel. We asked the 
mission president and he said to go ahead, and now the branch 
president [also says it's okay]. The district Primary [board] 
member at Molokai was very happy to come with us. So we 
started a branch Primary with twenty-five children in that 
locality. A lot of people also attended the meeting. We had 
[an] average attendance of twenty every week that we had 
Primary. 

And quarterly conference came around. That was two months 
after we were there, and there were all these children. And 
one district board member came [and said], "Now what did you 
do. Sister Apo? [Did] you and Elder Apo go to round up and beg 
all these children to come?" I said, "They came with their 
parents." Their parents were just lazy, you know, some of 
them were members of the Church but they were just lazy, and 
they didn't come; but they came. They had been coming to 
meetings and brought all their children. And the chapel was 
filled, I mean, you could see many children sitting there. We 



28 

had to open up the divider, and had the children and many 
inactive members there with their children. The mission 
president said with a laugh, "What [if] he belongs to the loafers 
club? (laughter) That's why he doesn't know, you know, 
people would go to a meeting. 

INT The loafers club? 

HA The loafers club, yes. 

Then that branch president was released, and we had a new 
branch president. And they organized the Primary; again we 
organized the Primary, and the president was from that 
locality. And the majority of the children—[there were] 
twenty-five—[were] from that locality. She was sustained 
to be the Primary president, and the counselors were down in 
Kaunakakai. 

INT She was from Kainalu? 

HA She was from Kainalu. 

INT And the other was from Kaunakakai. 

HA So she brought the children down in a stationwagon. There 
were two stationwagons in that end of the island to 
transport the children down one hour after school. They 
picked the children up from school and bring them down to 
Kaunakakai, to have the meeting. And it was really nice to 
see all the children in the chapel [in] all their classes. 
Of course, I was involved. I lead and helped the children 
with the singing, and helped the older girls in their 
projects; and whenever I could help, I helped. We would go 
down and see them. When they were having [Primary], the 
branch president would be there every Primary [when they] 
needed help. They used to have three sisters in that 
locality; so I went there to help with the other classes. He 
[Brother Apo] would help with the boys—we had quite a few 
boys—and I would help with the girls whenever they needed 
help. We enjoyed it. 

INT That's quite a mission, it sounds like, quite a mission. 
Then when you came back from your mission, how long was it 
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before you were called to the—now you were on the 
district high council, weren't you, before the stake was 
organized? 

HA Yes, he was the branch president. He was released as the 
branch president on Sunday, I was released as Relief Society 
president on Sunday, and we left [on] Monday to go on a 
mission. 

INT Then when you came back from your mission? 

HA He went as a high councilor, and I went on the district 
Primary board. 

INT Primary this time? 

HA Then we went back to visit Molokai [when] it was conference. 
While we were there, there was a couple—when we had come 
back, they had sent a couple from Kahana to go to Molokai on 
a mission. When we arrived there about three months later 
for the conference, they [had] left word for us to go to the 
chapel at Hoolehua. When we got there they were having a 
baptism. They said, "We know you'll be interested because 
these were some of the people that you started when you 
were here." So, we went there and saw them [being] baptized. 
They all said, "About time, right? I said, "Yes, about 
time." 

They were having difficulty over the Word of Wisdom [and] 
we knew, you know. They were willing to be baptized, and I 
found that they knew it's true, but they weren't too solid. 
Their judgment was not solid enough [that] they could leave 
all these other things away. When they go to party they 
never think about these things. So we told them, "No, we 
know you understand it, but we think it's best for you to 
make [it] a matter of prayer and fasting, and really make up 
your mind. You ought to be baptized a member, not baptized 
a part-member, but be baptized a member." And so they 
understood what I [meant] when I said not part-member. 

I talked to them in Hawaiian, too. "We're not refusing to do 
the baptism, of course, but once you're baptized, you've 
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made a covenant. And you don't want to make a covenant 
when you know that you're not going to keep it. You'll be 
responsible. So think about it; fast and pray about it; and I am 
sure other missionaries are going to come. Then baptize when 
you're sure you can stand up." So, when we went this time, 
there were three non-members—of three couples—that were 
baptized. "About time, right?" I said, "Yes, about time, and it's 
a good thing you did not leave it too long and you forget." They 
said, "No, we could not afford to forget." 

INT It sounds like it was wise counsel, all right. Well, with 
just a few minutes remaining, can you tell me a little bit 
about the formation of the stake and what impact that had 
here? 

HA Ah, I was happy. I knew we were going to have changes, and, 
at the same time, I knew if we accept the changes it would 
strengthen us. My way of explaining it to people was, "We're 
still in high school. We need to be in university and college, 
but we are still in high school and there are still more things to 
learn." Because you go to the stakes, and you see how the 
people [are]. When they are expected to stand up and express 
themselves, they stand up and express themselves. They 
learn to participate, to express themselves, and to take on 
responsibilities. But here many of our people were still 
clinging to the mission. It was so easy-going. You knew what 
to do when you did [it], and yet still clung to it, you know. 
They didn't feel that they were quite ready for a [stake]. But 
how can you know if you're ready for a stake if you don't try? 

So when they tell me about it and asked me [how I felt about 
it], I said, "I liked it. I think we can do it; if we only make up 
our minds that we're satisfied with the stake as we are, we 
will never learn. And I think if we become a stake and we 
take on responsibilities as we should; we'll learn and we'll 
probably soon like it." I really like it. Of course, when we first 
started, it was obvious. They said, "Oh, we have to do this; we 
have to do this," and all these new things. But they're not new. 
I don't think they're new. They've [always been] part of the 
Church, but we haven't learned them; we didn't learn them 
before. [But] now [that] we are learning them they seem new, 
but I don't think they are new. And [that] you [can] read about 
them; there are Church books that you can read. But I like 
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that, and I think we are doing well as a stake. And I think 
President [Evan] Larson is a good stake president. [He's] taking 

the stake on his shoulders; [he] shakes you up if you're sitting 
down, (laughter) 

INT How did you feel about it. Brother Apo, when the stake was 
organized? 

AA I think it's for the best of the island. We've learned 
quite a difference from the mission days and now. We used to 
have attendances in our meetings—especially at Pukalani— 
about 60 or 70. If we have 70, we're having good attendance. 
But now, it's risen to 200, but regularly on an average of about 
160 in attendance. So the members in the past just idle away 
their time. But now, they're waking up. 

Like people that have joined other churches and [we still] 
had their records there, well, we got so that we got to 
meet them, and they [had already] joined the Church. We 
asked them that we want to take their records out of the 
Church records. So, they have to write a letter to the 
bishop, [telling him of their status] so that we can do 
something about it. "Since you joined the other church, you 
might as well go there." So the only result for that is 
to send for someone to attend [Church] court. "And if you 
don't go?" "If you don't go, it's all right, but as long as 
you're supposed to be there, whether you go or not, your 
name will be taken out of the record." So we got rid of a 
lot of them. 

About two months ago, we went fast-offering collecting. And 
this lady was a member of the Church; her husband was not. 
Her husband was a Seventh-day Adventist. When we got 
there, she looked at me and said, "Brother Apo, I haven't got 
any money today, but if you come next week, I'll have some 
money." And then she said, "Now I've joined the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church with my husband." "Since when?" "Not very 
long ago." "So you feel that that church is the right church for 
you?" "Well, I go there because my husband is there." "What 
are you going to do with your record in the church up here— 
our church?" She said to leave it there. I said, "No, you've 
joined another church; you go there. The only thing for you to 
do now is to write a letter and I'll take it to the bishop." She 
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asked me to write it for her. I said, "No, I'm not writing 
anything for you; you write [it]. Then give it to me and I'll take 
it to the bishop." No, she wouldn't write. "Well, I will 
write a report to the bishop." So I reported her. Two weeks 
after that day, we had the summon issued, and now she is out 
of the record. 

So, in doing that, these old members can see something that 
they hadn't seen done in the past during the mission. And 
now, since we became a stake, everything is on the up and 
up. If you can't do the right thing, out you go. 

INT Well, I guess whenever there's a major change like that, 
there is certainly going to be some differences. 

AA Somewhat they have, and now they're coming together. 

INT Well, it has been a very interesting session. I appreciate 
both of you—there might be a little bit of the tape left. I 
am not sure how much; not very much, I'm sure. Anything in 
closing that you would like to say? 

A A I always felt that the ward that does not do the home-
teaching fully, are the ones that's lacking back. I always have 
it in mind, "As your home-teaching goes, so goes the ward or 
the branch." 

INT Yes, I agree. 

A A And that's in Molokai. The priesthood brethren were not 
doing their home-teaching, and their excuse was, "Well, I 
want to go, but my partner cannot go." So I told him, "I am 
here now. When your partner cannot go, you call me. And 
we'll go." But they have begun to have other excuses. 

INT That's good for you. 

A A We found the fruits of our visit began to build up. When 
we first reached there, I think Ho'olehua had about 70, 80 
members [in attendance], and they had about 450 [on the 
records]. When we left, they had 120, I think, attending. [It 
was the] same way with Kaunakakai; they had quite an 
attendance when we left. 
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HA Kaunakakai was a good branch. 

INT Well, that's good. Thank you and I appreciate this 
very much. It's a good explanation of more things about 
the Church [during] that period of time. 

END OF INTERVIEW 



HonduLa StOur^ulletirL 

• AiOi Apo of Paia, Maui, a 
retired warehouse foreman for 
Maui Pineapple Co., died Friday in 
Pali Momi Hospital. ( J>*«3,Iffi 

Apo, 90, was born in Keanae, 
Maui. 

He is survived by wife Hannah; 
sons Paul, Ross, Joseph and Doug
las Apo and Harry Hanakahi; 
daughters Joy Apo, Kuulei Reyes, 

Evelyn Chong and Bonnie Naluai; 
sisters Annie Akana and Agnes 
Apo; 24 grandchildren; and 19 
great-grandchildren. 

Friends may call from 6 p.m. 
Thursday at Borthwick Mortuary, 
Honolulu; omit flowers; closing 
prayer at 8 p.m. 

Maui services: 10 a.m. Saturday 
at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, Kahului Ward, 
call from 8 a.m. Burial: Maui Me
morial Park. Aloha attire. 
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